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THE ARMY. 


Rorugrrorp B. Harzs, President and Oom’der-in-Chief. 
George W. McCrary, Secretary of War. 





W. T. Sherman, General of the Army of the United States, 


Washington, D.C. Brig..Gen. BE. D. Townsend, Adjt.-General. 
H. J. Crosby, Chief Clerk, War Department. 


Brigadier-General E D. Townsend, Adjutant-General. 
Brig.-General Randolph B. Murcy, Inspector-General. 
Brig.-General Wm. M. K. Dunn, Judye-Advocate-General. 
Colonel (with assi ned rank of Brigadier General) Albert J. Myer, 
Chief Signal Officer. 
Brig -General Montgomery C. Meigs, Quartermaster-General. 
Brigadier Gencral R. Macfeely, Commissary Gen. of Subsistence. 
Brigadier-General Jos. K. Barnes, Surgeon-General. 
Brigudier General Benj. Alvord, Paymaster-General, 
Brigadier-General Horatio G. Wright, Chief of Engineers, 
Brigadier-General Stephen V. Benét, Chief of Ordnance. 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI. 


Lieut.-General P. H. Sheridan: Headquarters, Chicago, Ill. 

Colonel Wm. D. Whipple, A. A.-G. 

DEPARTMENT OF Dakota.—Brig.-General A. H. Terry. 

Hdgrs, St. Paul, Minn. Major Geo. D. Ruggles, A. A.-G, 

District of Montana.—-Colonel T. H. Ruger, 18th Infantry, 
commanding District: Headquarters, Helena, Mont. 1st Lieut. 
Robt. Bates, Adjt. lsth Infantry, A. A. A.-G. 

District of the Yellowstone.—Col. N. A. Miles, 5th Infantry, 
Headquarters, Fort Keogh, M.T. Capt. Frank D. Baldwin, Co, K, 
6ib Infantry, A. A. A. G, 

DEPARTMENT OF THE MrtssouRt.—Brigadier-Gen. John Pope: 
Headquarters, Fort Leavenworth, Kas. Maj. E. R. Platt, A. A.-G. 

District of New Mexico.--Colonel Edward Hatch, 9th Cavalry: 
Hdagrs, Santa Fé, N.M. ist Lt. Joun S. Loud, 9thCav., A A.A.-G. 

DEPARTMENT «“F THE PLATTE.—Brigadier-Generai Geo. Crook: 
Hdgqr~, Fort Omaha, Neb. Lieut -Col. Robert Williams, A. A.-G. 

DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS.—Brigadier-Gen. E. O. C. Ord: Hdgrs, 
San Antonio, Texas. Major Thomas M. Vincent, A. A. G. 

District of the Rio Grande.—Col. George Sykes, 20th Infantry: 
Hdqrs, Fort Brown, Texas. ist Lieut. J. Bb. Rodman, 20th In- 
fantry, A. A. A. G. 

District of the Nueces.Col. D. 8. Stanley, 224 Infantry: 
Hdgqrs, Fort Clark, Tex. ist Lieut. H. H. Ketchum, Adjutant «2d 

ufantry, A.A.A.-G. 

District of the Pecos.—Colon 1 B. H. Grierson, 10th Cavalry: 
wey Concho, Tex. ist Lieut. Robert G. Smither, 10th Cav., 





District of North Texas.—Lieut.-Co'. E. 8. Otis, 22d Infantry, 
commanding, Hdqrs, Fort McKavett, Tex. 1st Lieut. J. McA. 
Webster, 22d Inf., A.A.A.-u. 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIO. 


Maior-Gen. W. S. Hancock: Hdqrs, Governor's Island, N. Y. H. 
Col J.B Fry, A. A. G. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE EaA*T.—Major-General W. S. Hancock: 
peer, Governor's Island, N. Y. H. Col. J. B. Fry, 


DEPARTMENT OF THE SoutTH.—Brigadier-General C. C. Augur: 
Hdqrs, Newport Bks, Ky. Major J. H. Taylor, A. A.-G. 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PAOCIFIO 


AND DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 

Major-General I. McDowell: Headquarters, Presidio of San 
Francisco, Cal. 

Lieut.-Colonel John C. Kelton, A. A.-G. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE CoLUmBIA.—-Brig.-Gen. O. O. Howard: 
Hdgrs, Vancouver Bks, Wash. T. MajorO. D. Greene, A. A.-G. 

DEPARTMENT OF ARIzZONA.—Brevet Major-Gen. O. B. Willcox 
Colonel 12th Infantry: Hdqrs, Whipple Bks, Prescott, Arizona. 
Major J. P. Martin, A. A.-G, 

MILITARY DEPARTMENT OF WEST POINT. 
Major-General John M. Schofield: Hdqrs, West Point, N. Y. 
CaptainWm M. Wherry, A. D. (., Act. A. A.-G, 

Major General S. M. Schofield, Surerintendent, U. S. M. A. 
1st Lieut. Frank Michler, 5th Cavalry, Adjt., U.S. M. A. 





HEADQUARTERS GENERAL REORUITING SERVICE, 
Army Building, Houston Street, Corner of Greene, New York City. 


LIST OF OFFICERS ON GENERAL RECRUITING SERVICE. 


Col. T. L. Crittenden, 17th Infantry, Superintendent, 
Capt. J. M. J. Sanno, 7th Infantry, A. A. A. General. 


PRINCIPAL DEPOT. 

David's Island, N.Y.H.—Lt.-Col. Zenas R. Bliss, 19th Inf., comd’g. 
SUB DEPOT. 

Columbus Barracks, O.—Lt.-Col. T. M. Anderson, 9th Inf., comd’g. 
RENDEZVOUS. 


Baltimore, Md., 218 W Pratt st..Capt Edmund Butler, 5th Inf. 
Boston, Mass., 18 Portland st... Capt. William F. Drum, 2d Inf. 
Buffalo, N. Y., 55 Pearl st........Capt. Gaines Lawson, 25th Inf. 
Cincinnati, O , Cor. 4th and 
Sycamore ets ? Capt. Jacob Kline, 18th Inf. 

Chicago, Ills , 9 South Clark st.. Capt. William H. Jordan, 9th Inf. 
Cleveland, O , 142 Seneca st .. ..Capi. J. A. P. Hampson, 10th Inf, 
Harrisburg, Pa , 17 North 3d st...Capt. E. C. Woodruff, 12th Inf, 


Indianapolis, Ind , 15 West 

Washington st ..s se oa, Capt. C. J.Von Herrmann, 4th Inf. 
Nashville, Tenn., 9346 Cherry st. .1st Lieut. H. Wygant, 24th Inf. 
New York City, 100 Walker st....Capt. J 8. Fletcher, Jr., 16th Inf. 
New York City, 109 West st. Capt. C. McKibbin, 15th Inf. 
St. Louis, Mo., 112 North 9th st..Capt. James H. Gageby, 4d Inf. 
Washington, D. C., 1221 H st. .. Capt. Henry C. Corbin, 24th Inf. 








GENERAL MOUNTED REORUITING SERVICE. 
HEADQUARTERS—JEFFERSON BARRACKS, MO. 
Superintendent, Bvt. Maj.-Gen. Cuvier Grover, Col. 1st Cavalry. 
CAVALRY DEPOT—JEFFERSON BARRACKS, MO. 

Col. C. Grover, ist Cavalry, Commanding. 
Lieut.-Col James F. Wane, 10th Cavalry, Executive Officer. 
ist Lt. Chas. Morton, 3d Cavalry, Adjutant and Treasurer. 
let Lt. Chas. G. Gordon, 6th Cav.. Dep. Q. M. and Commissary. 
Surgeon Ed. P Vollum, Dep. Surveon 
RENDEZVOUS AND OFFICERS IN CHARGE, 

New York City 171 Hudson st .. Capt. E. M. Heyl, 4th Cav. 
Cincinnati, O 19 W. 4tn st... Capt. Michael Cooney, 9th Cay. 
Buffalo, N. Y 9! Pearl et Capt. H. J Farnsworth, 8th Cav. 
Faltimore, Md 873g Sharp et ist Lt. John T. Morrison 10th Cay. 
St Louie, Mo..717% Olive et lpt Lt M. E. O’Brien, 2d Cav. 

. Y. B’ch off. 126 Maiver '-r- jist Lt. P.M. Gibson, 7th Cay, 

ton, Mass..89 Court 








G. O. 111, H. Q. A., Dee. 17, 1879. 


Publishes the regulations, submitted by the Board of Com- 
missioners on the Military Prison, in relation to estimates, 


requisitions, disbursements, and accounts pertaining to ap- 
propriations and funds for the Leavenworth Mili Prison, 
approved by the Secretary of War, to take effect from and 


after Dec. 1, 1879. 


G. O. 112, of 1879, has been re-called. It covers an opinion 
= the Attorney-General that post traders cannot trade with 





G. O. 113, H. Q. A., Dec. 19, 1879. 


The following order is, by direction of the Secretary of 
War, published for the information and government of all 
concerned : 


I, The old-pattern clothing having become unsuitable for 
issue, only new clothing will hereafter be issued to the 
troops ; any old-pattern clothing still remaining at military 

sts will sent in to the nearest depots at San Francisco, 

t. Louis, Jeffersonville. San Antonio, and Philadelphia, and 
reported to the Quartermaster-General to be set aside as a 
reserve, and placed upon special returns and held for issue to 
the National Home for Disabled Volunteers, under the act of 
January 24, 1873. The surplus hat-cords and old-pattern 
cap-covers, drawers, and shirts will be disposed of by sale at 
public auction. 

II. Hereafter all estimates or requisitions for clothing, 
whther special or annual, must conform strictly to the regu- 
lations so far as the allowance and sizes are concerned, and 
the practice, heretofore too common, of asking for sizes 
larger than men wear, must be discontinued ; for neither the 
supply on hand nor the —— for clothing, camp, and 
garrison equipage will admit of the issue exclusively of 
— sizes. e attention of post and other commanders is 
called to this matter, and, in receiving and approving esti- 
mates for clothing, they will see that this order is strictly 
complied with. 


G. 0. 114, H. Q. A., Dec. 19, 1879. 


Provides for the transfer under a Joint Resolution of Con- 
gress, a yt Dec. 19, 1879, of the property known as the 
** Arsenal” [Charleston Barracks], situated in the city of 
Charleston, State of South Carolina, together with all the 
buildings, rights, and appurtenances, and the United States 
flag thereto belonging to the Reverend A. Toomer Porter, 
D. D., of the Holy Communion Church Institute, to hold un- 
til */ lease of said property is duly executed by the Secretary 
of War. 


G. O. 115, H. Q. A., Dec. 20, 1879. 


The following order, modifying Par. 8, of G. O. 38, of 1873, 
from the War Dept., is, by direction of the Secretary of War, 
published for the information and government of all con- 
cerned : 

8. Commissary Sergeants are to be considered as belonging 
to the non-commissioned staff of tle post. They are to 
wear the uniform that may be prescribed for them, and are 
to appear under arms at all reviews and inspections, monthly 
snd weekly. They are not to be detailed for any other 
duties which would interfere with their subsistence duties ; 
and in case a due regard to economy and the public interest 
should seem to require them to do other duty, the command- 
ing officer of the post in forwarding the monthly report of 
the Sergeant will endorse thereon the substance and reason 
for the order, which must have the approval of the Depart- 
ment Commander. 

Commissary Sergeants will rank with Ordnance Sergeants, 
according to the dates of their warrants, respectively. 


G. O. 22, Derr. Arizona, Dec. 5, 1879. 
Gives specific instructions as to carbine and pistol practice 
by cavalry mounted and dismounted, at different ranges, and 
directs that ‘‘not more than forty-eight pistol, and thirty 
carbine cartridges will be expended per man, per month, in 
mounted practice.” 








G. O. 25, Derr. Cotumsta, Dec. 8, 1879. 
Calls attention of post commanders to the provisions of the 
authorized tactics, concerning the theoretical and practical 
instruction of officers and non-commissioned officers of their 
commands, in the Tactics and Regulations of the Army, and 
directs more attention to drills, etc. 





Crrovutar 41, Dept. Texas, Dec. 15, 1879. 


Publishes decision of the Secretary of War, as to whether 
ten per centum shall be added to fresh beef sold at posts as 
contract price : 

‘*The ten per centum required by the act of June 23, 1879 
(21 Statutes at Large, page 32), to be added to the cost of 
subsistence stores sold to officers, ‘to cover wastage, trans- 
portation and other incidental charges,” is to be added in 
every instance of such sale, whether or not there may have 
been pny wastage, etc., in the case of any particular article 
or articles sold. The ‘charges’ intended by the act to be 
covered are understood to be the charges upon the stores sold, 
or kept for sale, as a whole, 


‘* The provision of 1879, applies only to stores sold by the 
United States, through his [the Subsistence] Department. I 
construe this provision in connection with, and as qualifying, 
sections 1114 and 1115, of the Revised Statutes on the same 
subject, in which sections it is provided that : ‘The ofticers of 
the Subsistence Department, shall procure and keep for sale 
to officers and enlisted men at cost prices, for cash or on 
credit, such articles as may, from time to time, be designated 
by the inspectors general of the wy ° Commissioned 
officers of the Army serving in the field may purchase rations 
for their own use, from any Commissary of Subsistence on 
credit, at cost prices.’ 

Thus the price of articles sold to officers or soldiers, directly 
by contractors, under contract made with them, stipulating 
for such sale, would not, in my judgment, be affected by the 
enactment of 1879.” 


STAFF CORPS AND DEPARTMENTS. 


Burgav or Miitrary Justice.—Major T. F. Barr, Judge- 
Advocate, will proceed to Washington, D. C., and report to 
the Honorable etary of War (8. O. 140, Dec. 16, D. D.) 

QUARTERMASTER’s DeparTmeNnt.—Capt. E. B. Kirk will 


Lt. C. H. Rockwell, 6th Cay , repair to Hdqrs Dept. Dakota on public service, and, on com- 


pletion of this duty, will return to his station at Bismarck 
(8. O. 140, Dec. 16, D. D.) 

Capt. T. J. Eckerson, member G. C.-M. Fort Brown, Tex., 
Dec. 26 Cs O. 265, Dec. 17, D. T.) 

Major E. D. Baker is assigned to duty as Depot Q. M. at 
San. Antonio, Texas, to relieve Capt. George W. , A. 
Q. M. (S. O. 265, Dec. 17, D. T.) ° 

SupsistENcE DepaRTMENT.—Leave of absence for 10 days 
is geared Major John P. Hawkins (8. O., Dec. iy og D.) 

‘apt. Thomas Wilson, C0. 8., Chief Com. of .of the 
Dept. of Platte, will proceed to ow 
business (8. O. 116, Dec. 18, D. P.) 


Mo., on public 

Com. Sixes. Eugene Smith is relieved from duty at Fort 
Independence, Mass., and will report to the C. O. Fort Pre- 
ble, Me., for duty, relieving Com. Sergt. Gillman C. 
—_ proceed to Fort Lyon, Colo., for duty (8. O., Dee, 
16, W. D.) 

The following named Commissary ts are transferred 
as follows: John Pieper, from Fort Harney, Ore., to Fort 
Townsend, Wash. T. ; Siegfried Cahen, from Fort Townsend, 
Wash. T., to Fort Harney, Ore. (8. O., Dec. 20, W. D. 

Mepicat DrepartmMEentT.—The leave of absence 
Asst. Surg. Daniel M. Appel, Fort Bayard, N. M., is ext 
one anil (8. O. 148, Dec. 17, M. D. M. 

The leave of absence granted Asst. Surg. 8. L. 8. 
aha Texas, is extended one month (8. O. 144, 
18, M. D. M.) 

Leave of absence for one month, to apply for an ex 
of three months, to take effect on being relieved 7 
Surg. A. 8. Lovelace, is ted Asst. Surg. William 
Fort Cour d’Alene, I. T. The OC. O. Camp Chelan, W. T. 
was ordered, Dec. 5, to send A. A. Surg. Lovelace te Fort 
Coeur d’Alene, I. T., for duty as post surgeon (S. O. 180, Dec. 


5, D.C. 

Asst. Surg. Edwin Bentley, member G. C.-M. Little Rock 
Bks, Ark., Dec. 26 (8. O. 189, Dec. 20, D. 8.) 

Hosp. Steward Frank Wagner is —— to duty at Fort 
Bliss, Texas (S. O. 124, Dec. 13, D. N. M.) 
Leave of absence for two months, to apply for an extension 


of four months, is granted Asst. Surg. les B. Byrne (8. 
O., Dec. 20, W. D.) 
at once to the ae 


E 


rhe 


ne 


A. A. Surg. 8. C. Benedict will re 
Fort Leavenworth, Kas., for duty (8. O. 255, Dec, 22, 

Asst. Surg. J. B. Girard, member G. 0.-M. Ft. Davia, 
Dec. 29 (S. O. 266, Dec. 18, D. T.) 

ist Lt. W. B. Brewster, Asst. Surg., inember G. C.-M. Fort 
Robinson, Neb., Jan. 5 (S. O. 115, . 17, D. P.) 

Capt. B. G. Semig, Asst. Surg., member G. C.-M. Fort 
Steele, W. T., Dec. 29 (S. O. 115, Dec. 17, D. P.) 

Capt. Egon A. Keorper, Asst. Surg., member G. C.-M. Ft. 
McKinney, W. T., Jan. 5 (S. O. 115, Dec. 17, D. P. 

Asst. Surg. F. Meacham and Asst. Surg. R. H. ite mem- 
bers G. C.-M. Fort Brown, Texas, Dec, 26 (8. O. 265, Dec. 17, 


D.T) 
Hosp. Steward John McGuinness was disc the Ser- 
vice, by expiration of enlistment, at Whipple A. T., on 


Dec. 6, 1879. 

Leave of absence for twenty days, to take effect Jan. 10, 
1880, grantel Capt. H. O. Pa ding, Asst. Surg., Fort Mo- 
Henry, Md. (8. O. 224, Dec, 17, D. E. 

So much of par. 2, 8. O. 251, c. s., from Hdgrs Dept. Tex., 
granting leave of absence to Asst. Surg. M. K. Taylor, to take 
effect Dec. 15, 1879, is amended to read: to take effect Dec. 
20, 1879 (S. O. 264, Dec. 15, D. T.) 

Asst. Surg. E. Woodruff, member G. C.-M. at Fort Stock- 
ton, Tex., Dec. 22 (8. O. 264, Dec. 15, D. T.) 

ty 


Pay DEPARTMENT.—Lieut.-Col. Samuel W: 
Presidio 
master of the Mil. Div. of the Pacific, 


Paymaster-Gen., is assigned to duty at 
cisco, Cal., as Chief Pa: 

enry Prince, Deputy Paymaster-Gen., 
ec. 8, M. D. P.) 


relieving Lieut.-Col. 
in the ey, oe of those duties (G. O. 13, 

Major Charles J. Sprague, P. D., is relieved from duty as 
Chief Paymaster Dept. of Platte. He will transfer the pu 
funds of which he is avcountable, to Major T. H. Stanton, 
P. D. Major Stanton is assigned to duty as Chief Paymaster 
Dept. of the Platte (G. O. 28, Dec. 12, D. P.) 

As soon as possible after he shall have completed the pay- 
ment of troops at Fort Buford for the December muster, 
Major H. G. Thomas will proceed to make payments at Fort 
Stevenson, and thence repair, on public jerdien, to Bismarck, 
D. T. (8. 0. 140, Dec. 16, D. D.) 

Maj. J, R. Wasson, member G. C.-M. Fort Brown, Texas, 
Dec. 26 (S. O. 265, Dec. 17, D. T.) 

Paymaster Frank Bridgman will to Washington, 
D. C., to attend to the settlement of his accounts, upon the 
completion of which duty he will return to his proper station 
(8. O., Dec. 20, W. D.) 

Paymaster W, H. Eckles will proceed to Memphis, Vicks- 
burg, and Natchez, on duty connected with Ds) of boun- 


ttes to colored soldiers (8. O. 190, Dec. 28, 

to commence and terminate at St. Paul, Minn., is granted 

Lieut. James ©. Ayres, Fort Abraham Lincoln, D. T. (8. O. 
Corps or Enorngers.—Capt. W. R. Livermore will 

ceed to rejoin his station—San Antonio, Tex. (8. O. 251, 
Capt. B. D. Greene is relieved from duty under the imme- 

diate orders of Capt. Alexander Mackenzie, and will report to 

(8. O., Dec. 17, W. D.) 

CuapLains.—The leave of absence granted 


Orpnance DEPARTMENT.—Leave of absence for ten da; 
140, Dec. 16, D. D. 
16, D. M.) Boa 
Major Godfrey Weitzel, Detroit, Mich., for temporary duty” 
G. W. Simpson is extended two months (8. 0., ny Pe aa 








THE LINE. 
isr Cavatry, Colonel Cuvier Grover.— 


and A, B, K, M, Fort Walla Walla, Wash. T.; D, cooker 


liabo T.; C, Fort Bidwell, 3, G, Iduho T.; 
Halleck, Nev.; H, tort Colville, Wash. T.; L, Fort Kla- 
am Gant i Fort Lapwai, Idaho tT ¥, Fort Harney, Ore. 
Detached Servwe.—Capt. Chas. Bendire will to San 
Francisco, Cal., reporting on his arrival to the Asst. Adjt.- 
Gen. at Division Hdqrs (8. O. 176, Dec. 1, D. C.) 
Leave of Absence.—One oan, Capt. Charles Bendire, to 
take apes on eompiatien of re a, assigned him in par. 1 
f this order (8. O. , Dec. 1, D. C. 
OF te or ieAded,--Capt. Charles Bendire, Fort Walls Walla, 
W. T., extended one ner | for extension of six 


months (8. O. 152, Dec. 8, A 
Par. 3, 8. O. 125, from M.D. P. 
vevoked. Hdqrs ’ granting 


two months leave of 





rz iam 
ci Soe 


| Non-Com. 3.— 








rae 



















ized to arate te ‘or three months to Corpl. Clarence 
E. Co. G, to commence from the date of his re- 
enlistment’ Jon. 98, 1880 (BO. 153, Dec. 10, M. D. P.) 


Mie Koss Cot 2. Deen Renton 
D, K, Fort Ellis, M. T.; it’ Ly Fort Assinalboine. 


3rd Cavatey, Colonel A. G. Brackett.—H 
M, Fort Laramie, Wy. at dane Bi F, Por Bander, 


Wy, 14, Oy Porto rowan. eb.; G, 

G. C.-M. mv iy a Frederick Van Vliet, Emmet 
grein ie aia oe Sas Porter, Allen 
R. Jordan, members. h F. Cummi 

J.-A. of G. oP Fort Robinson, Neb., Jan. 5 (8. 0. 1 
Dec. 17, D. + 
ps oseph Lawson, Ist Lieuts. > King, Charles 
2d Lieut. William D. Beach, members, G. 
we Fort F. Steele, W. T. ee O. 115, Dee. 17, D. P.) 
—Major Andrew W. Evans, Fort. Fred. 
Stale, Wy. Tue month (8,0. 145, Dec. 22, M. D. M.) 
Christmas,—Company G, 3d Cavalry, has issued a very 
neat bill of fare for its Christmas dinner, which shows con- 
clusively that so far as that company is concerned plenty is 
the watchword. 


4TH ergy a hy R. 8. Hodinnsio.— Headqnesians 


and A, G, H, Fort + 
Ind. T's Cen F, Fort Fort Sil ind. ; L, (Supply: Ind. Ts B. 
Elliott, Tex. 

—Major He: E. N was ordered, 


Detached Service, 

Oct. 14, on his journey fem San Antonio, Tex., to Fort Gar- 

hand lo., to proceed via Fort Hays, Kas. (S. 0. 251, Dec. 

1 
‘Leave of Absence.—One month, to “pply for extension of 

os is 5 ae A. Mason, Fort Reno, I. T. (8. O. 252, 
Six months, on Surg. certificate, 24 Lieut. A. M. Patch (S. 

O., Dec. 17, W. D.) 

Non-Com. . Gfloore— Sorat Mn or Forsyth and ae w. 
McKennah will usiness to Fort Ha: Geren’ Kas., 
from which point they will join s thei station at Fort 
Colo, (8. O. 251, Dec. 16, D. M.) 

Sta Cavatry, Colonel W. Merritt.—Headquarters 
and A, ©, D, E. F, I, K, M, Fort D. A. Russell, Wy. T.; H, 
Fort Mc n, Neb.; G, L, Fort Washakie, Wy. T. 

G, 0.-M. Service.—Capts. John B, Babcock and Jacob A. 


a C.-M. convened at Fort D. A. F with his battalion, perf po pg ep ey 
road making and 


which citizens who 
Leave of Absence.—One month, on Surg. certificate, 2d cost us days of labor. 


Russell, W. T., ra 3, 8. O. 113, from Hdgrs Dept. Platte 
(8. O. 114, "Dee. 13, D .P.) 


Lieut. James V. So Paddock, Fort Fred. Steele, W. T. (8. O. 
114, Dee. 13, D. P.) 


and M, Fort Lowell, A. T.; A, F. rant, A. T.; B, Camp 


Huachuca, } T.; C, L, Fort Bowie, A A. T D, Fort Ape “e offered of expressing my high appreciation of the services of 
re A McDowell, A. both officers and men of your regiment. ow senpestfully, 
Bate your a servant, 


7.: I Fort | erde, A. T.; I, Fort 
pT 


7rn Cav relat, Colonel 8. D. Sturgis —Headg uarters (G. 0. 38, Fort  Wyotning, Dec. 19, 1879.) 


ar C, E, G, H, M, Fort Meade, D I, L, Fort A. Lincoln, 

D. .; F! Ky Fort Totten, D.'T-; B, D, Fort Yates, D.T- G. C.-M. Service.—Capt. Wm. H. Bisbee, member, and 2d 

Leave of Absence. Ten days, 2d Lieut. Heber M. Creel (8. | Lieut. 8. A. Wolf, J.-A of G. C.-M. Fort F. Steele, W. T., 
O. 144, Dec. 18, M. D. M. Dec. 29 (8. O. 115, Dec. 17, D. P.) 


One mo’ mth, to apply for extension of ba months, 2d Sen in x, Colonel Nelson A. Miles.—Headq - 


a ca D. Mann, Fort Meade, D. T. (8. O. 139, Dee. 
wet sont 2d Lieut. James D. Mann (S. O., Dec. 17, 


D. T., one month (8. O. 143, Dec. 17, M. D 


G, Fort Rin id, Tex.; I, Fort Brown, Tex.; A, C, D, H, L, 
a Fort Clark, ex.; 


-M. Service. 94 Lieut. C. M. O'Connor, member, G. 


T. (8. O. 263, Dec. 13, D. 
YTH me Cavatay, Colonel Edward Hatch.—Headq: 


ta Fe, 
Nees BO, Fi Fort Bayard, N. M.; E, Fort Union, 
N. M.; I, Fort Wingate, N. M.; D, K, Fort Lewis, Colo. 
Leave of Absence. —Fourteen days, 1st Lieut. M. F. Good- 


win, Fort Bayard, N. M. (8. O. 253, Dec. 19, D. M.) “> 
Exiended,—\st Lieut. John Conline, three days (8. | (8. O. » Dee. 18, 
6TH InpaNrey, Colnest William B. Hazen.—Headquar. 


Leave 
O. 251, Dec. 11, D. M.) 


10ra ~Cavatry, Colonel Benjamin H. Grierson.— 

Headquarters and D, F, M, Fort Concho, Tex.; A, G. I, Fort 

Sill, LT. C,H. K, Fort Davis, Tex.; b, L, Fort Stockton, 

E, San’ Fel -kY Tex. 
ra Service.—ist Lieut. T. W. Jones, member, G. 
oS. Fort Stockton, Tex., Dec. 22 (8. O. 264, Dee. 15, D. $i 
Capts. L. H. yaw "C.D. Vi 

ward, 2d Lieut. C. G. Ayres, members, G. C.-M. Fort Davis, 
Tex., Dec. 29 (8. 0. 266, Dec. > 3 T.) 

ve Extended.—2d Lieut. M. F 








let p ABTILLERT, Colonel Israel Vogdes.—Headquarters | 8T# invaweny, Col. Augus 
and B, F, H K Benicia Bk, oes Cc, Fort McDermit, Nev.; D, 


B, E, F, K, Fort Adams, R.1.; I, L, Fort Warren, Mass.; 
Fort ‘Trambull, Conn.; H, "Fort Preble, Me.; G, Fort 
Gas Fore D, Fort Columbus, N. Y. H. 
1st Lieut. J. W. MacMurray is detailed as Professor of 


Science and Tactics at Union College, Schenectady, | Fort McDermi 


N. ¥. (8. O., Dec. 20, W. D.) 
2np Axtittery, Colonel Romeyn B. qayte 


parters dA, D, M, F Mel H Md.; 
aC “a n, Tex "4 2 on ve Oe 9ru InrantRy, Colonel John H. King.—Head tae 


, Fort’ Bro wn. 
Washingio HF, Da: 1, Tort Ontario it Y¥.; PF, b, Part 


G. 0.-M. Service. Capt O. A. Woodruff and Ist Lieut. E. 
8. Curtis, members, G. C.-M. Fort Brown, Tex., Dec. 26 (8. 
O. 265, Dec. 17, D. 'T.) 


my Hayden De 
3rp ArtILiERy, Col. George \ Ww. OL ry fe .— Headquarters | Thomas Meteieh, members, and 2d Lieut. George ry 
Fort Monroe, 3 J.-A. of G. C.-M. Fort McKinney, W. T., Jan. 5 (8. O. 115, 


endo, D, L, M, Fort Hamiiton, N 


k, Fort ‘Wadsworth, N. Y" Hi; £8, Wott Niagara, , 
Hi, Madison His, NK » Platisburg’ Bhs, N. X.; F, G, Fort | Fede of dbaence. —Twenty days, Capt. Andrew 8. Burt, 
4ru Auruianr, Col. W. H. French.— Headquarters —- Neb. (&. 0. 16, Dee. 18, DP) 
Behn Ohi Gye a | On Sa me Se ean 
Va; A A, K, Port Polat, Cals F Polat San ‘Jose, ort, Monsees, Bi Fort Brady rae 
Feesidie, Detached Service. servi Mar J. ‘J. co Pap 
Hon-Oom. ¢ yy Owen Dooley, Co. K, ordered Dept. of Set will Kas., on public 
to San Diego Ke 8. O. 147, from Hdqrs M. D. P., bons 0 ab Ds 2, BB 
being seriously ill be furnished’ with first class trans- 
mega (. ine how a. M. D. ty lira Iyraytry, Co ood. —Head- 


Hunt.—H 


“RE ee SSPE Ra 
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the battalion of the 4th Infantry would have nobly done its 
6rx Cavatry, Col. Eegees. A. L. Coee. —Headquarters | share in making short work of the hostiles in battle. 


conduct of Private Morris Dowd, of Company A, 5th Infantry, 
be 2 Extended.—2a Lieut, Edwin P. om, Fort Yates, | in saving, at the risk of 
be a an ee f July, 1879. Both belonged to 
bs: on the of July, men belong 
Gen ¢ Gavasat, Colonel Thos. H. Neill.—Headquarters | 4 o6r'a) Miles’s expeditionary force. A recruit fell from hig 
San Diego, Tex.; F, Fort McIntosh; B, | 2orse into the stream and was swept away. Dowd plung' 
a9 Tex.; K, San Felipe, Tex. with his horse into the stream, and at the peril of = 
—- ——— him tothe shore. Dowd is stated to be an ex- 
©.di. Fort Brown, ‘Tex., Dec. 26 (8. 0. 265, Dec. 17, D. T.) | cellent 
Relieved.—list Lieut. J. M. Ropes is relieved as member G. | °f by Doctor i fore and Ca This act 
C.-M. at Fort Clark, Tex., convened by par. 4, 8. O. 251, from ee ee ae 
+E) a recognition ry w id not be more worthily bestowed,” 
and recommends that a a ““Oortifieate of Merit” be bestowed 


N. M.; Fort '—— Tex.; A, G, Fort. Stanton, | npon Private Dowd. 
Leave a 
0., yw 17, W. D 


ist Lieut. 8. mM Wood-| 77H INFANTRY 


(001 Dec. 22, W. D.) Eagleston, Caco mente = Major David H. Brotherton from the 5th Inf. to the 7th 
nf. (8S. 


Said Pir We 
MOEA Cat pace gids ote 
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Ist lyranrry, Colonel William R. Shafter.—Head- 
quarters and A.C, & 1, Fort Randall, D. B, G, Fort Hale, 


2nD Lyrantry, Colonel Frank Wheaton. p. — Headquarters 
and A, G, Fort Coeur @ —_ Fort Harney, 
Ore.; Fort Colville, Wash. T.; D, i, K, New Post oo 
Colum! iver, W. T. 
Leave of Absence.—One month, to apply for extension of 
oor main 1st Lieut. Horace B. Soret port Harney, Ore. 
(8. O. 179, Dec. 4, D. C.) 


83RD » Daasuay, © Cetonst John R. Brooke.—Headquarters 
w, M. T.; A, Fort Benton, M.T.; K, Fort 
E, Fort Ellis. 


Loven, Mts Be Heed 1, Missoula City, M. T ; 
rn Inumes, Colonel Franklin F. Flint.—Headquar. 


ters O,, F, Fort Sanders, Wy. Ts ae , Fort Fred. Steele, 
rT; Laramie, 
WrTiL G, Wort Wettermad, Wy, 


It is with iar pleasure that the Colonel publishes to 
the regiment = letter, just received, from Ghee 
W. Merritt, 5th Cav ing the recent Ute ex 
tion. While it was to ‘certainly © that the o 
and men composing the 4th Infan ttalion engaged in the 
expedition would bn their entire duty = 


cheerfully 
it is highly gratifying to reosive. from the. distingtiaked 
ii ying receive from the D, 
soldier w of mm I the expedition the Bg = 
the 4th Infantry ee well sustained the ancient and 
continuous reputation of the regiment. 
Fort D. A. Russet, Wy., Dec. 4, 1879. 


To the Commanding Officer, 4th U. 8. Infantry, Fort Sanders, 
Wyoming : 

Sir : I feel it due to myself to express my high apprecia- 
tion of the excellence of the companies of the 4th Infantry 
Battalion lately in my command in the Ute expedition. 

During the forced march for the relief of Captain Payne's 
command, the battalion encountered unsual fatigues, priva- 
tions, and exposure, not only without complaint, but with 
cheerfulness and enthusiasm in the work. A sufficient evi- 
dence of the perfect discipline of the battalion was its success- 
ful march, = Joy monk in alm gm | and keeping pace 
with the cav: of one hundred and 
sixty-five miles. It. every man had not done his duty, the 
march by the infantry could not have been accomplished. 

In advancing beyond the White River, and in ascending 
the mountains this side of the Grand River, Brevet Major 


the trains up the mountain range, 
erwards saw it estimated must have 


If our further advance had not been forbidden, I am sure 


I take this method, because other opportunity has not 


Colonel 5th Cavalry, Brevet Maj.-Gen. U.t $. A. 


and A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, K, Fort Keogh, M. T. 
We have seen acopy of the official report of the heroic 


his own life, that of a ‘fellow soldier 
in the swollen torrent of Frenchman's 


dier. His conduct on the occasion is highly spoken 
Casey, of Company A. 


and heroic act I never witnessed, 


—Major D. H. Brotherton, one month (8. 


Transfers. —Ma or D. H. Brotherton from the 5th Inf. to 
Se DS) G. Ilges from the 7th Inf. to the 5th Inf. 


ters and C, D. BL ag my D. T.; A, F, G, Fort Abobam | 
Lincoln, D. T.; . Fort Stevenson, D. T; B, Cantonment 
poe pe Miescunt ‘Riv ver. 
Absence.—One month, 2d Lieut. Charles L. Gur- 
Lavo tevenson, to commence and terminate at St. Paul, 
. (8. O. 139, Dec. 13, D. D.) 


Colonel John Gibbon.—Headquarters 
and A,B,C. D, EF, G, H, 1, K, Fort Suelling, Minn. 
Transfers.—Major Guido Iges from the 7th Inf. to the 5th 


, Dec. 18, W. D.) 
t V. Kautz.—Headquarters 


Fort Bidwell, Cal. E, Fort ; G, Fort Halleck, Nev.; 
I, San Diego Bks, Cai. A. Fort Yama, Cal. 
Rejoin. “er Augustus W. Corliss will return to his post, 
Nev. (8. 0. 153, Dec. 10, M. D. P.) 
its.—The C. O. of the Presidio of San Francisco, Cal., 
will send to Benicia Bks, Cal., yee ag? at his post for 
Cos. B, F, H, and K (8. O. 156, Dec. 15, M. D 3 


d G, Cus, A, D, Fort McKi » A 

L Fort t ucPherson, Ne E. dam! at Cheyenne 1 wy. 
iB, Fort 9 “ae tess: S, Fort ff, Neb. K, bake 
G. C.-M. Service. —Capt. Jesse M. Lee, Ist Lieuts. William 
y, 2d Lieuts. John A. Baldwin, 


—, D.T Fort Bennett, 
$r; TB OF it, Custer, M. T.; FE fem bemet 


& Fine Roatan A ia GaSe as NET ed 
Mojave, 


Grant, A. T.; 

Detached gota —2d Lieut. E. F. Willcox will proceed to 
San Francisco, ype pe to the Asst. Adjt.-Gen., Mil. 
Div. of ay iy uct recruits to Whipple , A. T. (8. 
0.1 156, Deo. 6, D 


oe 
amet to apply a Ot Liens. Wi to of fa Pr 
‘or a ex ion of four months (S. 
O. 151, Dec, 6, M. D. P. ¢ 
Lieut. Ww. hee R. Q. M., will 


Rejoin.—1st 
7) aneaeeanhataeatiante A. T. (8. O. 154, Dee. 11, 


13ra Inrantry, Colonel Luther P. Bradley.—Head - 
Fanene ae D, a ary ay La.; B, VG. Moun t 
Yoroae, Ale Kk, K; Little Rock Bks, Ark.; ¥, Newpo rt 


é. ye Service.—Lieut.-Col. R. E. A. Crofton, Capts. 
Arthur MacArthur, Jr., H. C. Pratt, 1st mare. John 8. Bishop, 
members, and Ist Lieut. E. L. Fletcher, J.-A. of G. C.- 

Little Rock Bks, Ark., Dec. 26 (S. O. 189, Dec. 20, D. 8.) 


14TH Iyrantry, Col. John E. Smith.—Headquarters 
Bot gy, I, K, Fort Douglas, Utah; A, Fort Hall, Idaho; 


Cameron, U. T. 


oe y boisenres Colonel Goo P. Buell.—Headquar- 

ters and D, gia Ay, : ¥, Set oes, N. M.;: E, 

4 Bayard, . M.; C, Fort Stanton, N. M.; B, I, Fort Lewis, 
Colo ; A, G. , Fort Bliss, Tex.; H, Fort Marcy, N. M. 

Change of ‘Station.—ist Lieut. C. M. DeLany, Fort Union, 
N. M., will at once to Fort Lewis, Colo., and relieve 
R. Paxton of his duties as A. A. Q. M. and 
A. C. 8. at that post. Lieut. Paxton will report to the C. O. 
for duty with his company, I (8S. O. 126, Dec. 18, D. N. M.) 


167TH INFANTRY, Colonel x Penn ker.—Headars. 
A, C, H, Fort Riley. I, Fort ne, Ind. T.; B, D, K, 
Fort sili, Ind. T.; oe, S est Wallace, Kas. 

Detached Service.—2a Lieut. W. C. McFarland is tem- 
jawed attached for duty to Co, C, and will proceed from 
‘ort Reno, I. T.—his present station—to Fort Garland, Colo., 
for duty with the company to which he is attached (8. 0. 

252, Dec. 17, D. M.) 

2a Lieut. E ene Cushman will proceed from Fort Garland, 
Colo., to Fort DM} Kas., the station of his company (8. O. 
251, Dee. 11, D 


17Tnr InFantry, Colonel Thomas L. Crittenden.—Head- 
To and B, D, H, I, Fort Yates, D. T.; C, Fort Totten, 
Fort A. Lincoln, D. Bey. Be Be Fort Sisseton, 1 ee 

E, K, Fort Pembina, D T. 


18TH INFANTRY, Colonel Thomas H. Ruger.—Head- 
one and A, B,* C, E,* F, K, Fort Assinniboine, Mont«na; 
H, Fort Shaw, M. T.; I, Fort Logan, Mont. T.; D, Fort 
Ellis, Mont. T. 
* On detached service at Coal Banks, Missouri River, M. T. 


19TH Infantry, Colonel Charles H. Smith.—Head- 
uarters ond 5, D, on a te Fort Leavenworth, Kas.; A, K,* 

rt Lyon, C.T Fort Dodge, Kas. 

* On temporary aa, at * 2+ Springs, Kas. 


20rn Inrantry, Colonel Geo. Sykes.—Headquarters 
= B, D, G, I, k, Fort Brown, Tex.; A, San Antonio, Tex.; 
C, E, F, H, Fort Clark, Tex. 

G. C.-M. Service.—1st Lieut. W. H. Hamner, member, and 

=: Lieut. H. 8. Foster, J.-A. of G. C.-M. Fort Brown, Tex., 
Dec. 26 (S. O. 265, Dec. 17, D. T.) 

Promotion. —2d Lieut. J. Granville Gates, Co. I, Fort 
Brown, Tex., to be 1st Lieutenant, Nov. 30, 1879, vice Ban- 
nister, "retired, which carries him to Co. H, Fort Clark, Tex. 
(8. O. 262, Dec. 12, D. T.) 


2ist Inrantry, Colonel H. A. Morrow.—Headquarters 
and C, E, G, K, Sass Bks, Wash. T.; A, Boise S Idaho 
7.; o, Fort Harney, F, Fort Kiamath, Or.; B, D, Fort 
Townsend, Wash. oF Fort "Lapwai, Idaho Tr. 


To Join.—Ca) ieee W. Stone and ist Lieut. Charles 
‘' wD O) wil join their respective companies (S. O. 179, 
Promoions —Ist Lieut. Ebenezer W. Stone, Co. I, Fort 
leoual . T., to be Captain, vice Collins, deceased, which 
ies ‘him to Co. A, Boise Bks, I. T.; 2d Lieut. Charles A. 
Williams, Co. C, Vancouver Bks, W. T., to be 1st Lieutenant, 
vice Stone, moted, which carries him to Co. I, Fort Lap- 
wai, L. T. (S. O. 177, Dec. 2, D. OC.) 
Non-CVom. Officers. —Corpl. Henry Schumaker, Co. I, is re- 
lieved from temporary duty at Fort Canby, W. T., and will 
m3 his company at Fort Lapwai, I. T. (8. O. 176, Dec. 1, 


° sera William Roberts, Co. I, now at Vancouver Bks, W. T., 

roceed to San Di © Bks, Cal., for treatment in the 

Post ospital, and -r uties as he ' may be able to perform 
(8. O. 156, Dec. 15, M. D. P.) 

Lieut. Edward Farrow.—In a letter dated Vancouver Bar- 
racks, W. T., Oct. 20, ae and addressed to the Adjutant- 
General of the Army, ashington, Gen. Howard says: ‘I 
desire to call especia ‘teontion to the excellent conduct of 2d 
Lieut. Edward 8. Farrow, 2lst ey) commanding my 
Indian Scouts, and of his assistant, eut. W. C. Brown, 
1st Cavalry. This force ae es been operating during the sum- 
mer together with infantry and cavalry against Indians com- 
posed of renegade hostile Bannocks and Piutes, who escaped 
us during the campaign of 1878, and a band known as ‘Sheep 
Eaters.’ These Indians occupied & portion of territory be- 
tween the Snake and Little Salmon rivers, as rough and 
broken and inaccessible as any in the country. Over this the 
troops have labored from the Ist of June until the severe 
weather obliged me to authorize their return. During this 
time the Indians were struck, once by a force of fifty men, 
under Lieut. Calley, 2d Infantry, when the troops were re- 

ulsed and oblig: 'to withdraw, and - by the Indian 
coed supported by the cavalry under Captain Bernard, 1st 

Cavalry, when the Indians were driven from their strongheld, 
and their camp captured by Lieutenants Farrow and Brown. 
After my orders to withdraw the troops from the field, ex- 
cepting the command of Lieut. Farrow, which then consisted 
of Lieut. Brown, seven soldiers, and the twenty Indian 
Scouts, that officer receiving new information concerning the 
location of the hostiles, again started in pursuit, engaged 
them, made some captures in the first fight, and with cease- 

perseverance and resolution, pursued them, overcoming 

all iteden until after a continual skirmish, extending over 
miles of this exceedingly rough country, he succeeded with 
small command in capturing every one of the band. 
These Indians have given = pe much trouble, committed m ny 


SEE 


murders and de easy security in the fast- 
ness of their almost im bie haunts. But for the ga’- 
— skill, and energy of tenants Farrow and Brown, I 

id have next summer to have put another 


and larger force men into the feld vier, against them. By 


has not only given 

security to the numerous scattered and weak settlements of 
Middle and Northern Idaho, but has y> saved many thou- 
dollars of expense to the Government. Therefore, I 

for this the brevets of 1st Lieutenant and 


Edward 8. Farrow, 21st 





12rn Say, Colonel Orlando B. Willcox.—Head- 
quarters and A, Fort Whipple, A. T.; B, K, Fort Verde, 
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Infantry, for distinguished ability, perseverance, and quality 


ain ucting 

‘tile Indians in Middle Idaho, resulting in the capture of the 

‘entire band, and that the brevet of 1st Lieutenant be con- 

ferred upon 2d Lieut. W. C. Brown, ist Cavalry, for distin- 

— verance, energy, and gallantry in action against 
eh Indians of Middle Idaho expedition of 1879, which 

operations resulted in the capture of the entire band.’ 


22ND Inrantry, Colonel David 8S. Stanley.—Head- 
uarters and H, Fort Clark, Tex.; B, C, G, 1, Fort McKavett, 
x.; A, Fort Griffin, Tex.; D, E, F, K, Fort Gibson, Ind. T. 
Detached Service.—The companies of the 22d Inf. serving 
in the Dept. of Mo. will at once be put in motion, under the 
command of the Major of the regiment, for Fort Garland, 
Colo., en route to the Dept. of Texas. Should the state of 
the roads make it impossible or difficult to reach Fort Gar- 
land, the movement will be made to Santa Fe, N. M. Notice 
of the time of arrival at the point of destination will be given 
to these Headquarters by telegraph two or three days in 
advance, so that orders for the further movement may be 
issued in time to avoid delay (S. O. 250, Dec. 15, D. M.) 
G. 0.-M. Service.—Capt. D. C. Poole, member, G. C.-M. 
at Fort Clark, Tex., by par. 4, 8. O. 251, from Hdgrs D. T. 
(8S. O. 263, Dec. 13, D. 'T.) 


23rp Invantry, Colonel Granville O. Haller.—Head- 
warters and A, C, D, G, I, Camp on North Fork of the 
adian River, I. T.; B, E, K, Fort Supply, Ind. T.; F, H, 

Port Elliott, Tex. 

Gen. Davis.—The painful duty devolves upon the Com- 
manding Officer of announcing to the regiment the death of 
its honored Colonel, Jefferson C. Davis, who died of pneu- 
monia, at Chicago, Dlinois, on the 30th ultimo. General 
Davis fought as a volunteer in the Mexican war, and was 
commissioned a 2d Lieutenant in the Ist U. 8. Artillery on 
the 17th of June, 1848. He was brevetted successively Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, Colonel, Brigadier-General, and Major- 
General in the Regular Army for gallant and meritorious 
services in some of the most noted battles that occurred dur- 
ing that celebrated series of campaigns which opened in 
Georgia on 5th of May, 1864, and terminated in North Caro- 
lina in April, 1865, by the surrender of the last army the 
Confederacy was able to put in the field: indeed since the 
bombardment of Fort Sumter on that memorable 12th of 
April, 1861, his fame as a soldier of the Union has been 
national. Wasted and tortured the last few years of his life 
by disease, the result of exposure and hardship encountered 
in the service of his country, he, nevertheless, continued at 
his post; and sustained by that indomitable will which always 
characterized him, he died, as he had lived, faithfully doing 
his duty to the last. To extol his many virtues; to speak to 
this regiment—that knew and loved him so well—of his proud 
spirit, his generous nature, his pure and unsullied character, 
in both public and private life, would be a work of superero- 
gation. Officers will wear mourning for 30 days. By order 
of Captain George M. Randall: P. T. Broprick, ist Lieut. 
and Adjt. 23d Inf. (G. O. 18, Hdqrs 23d Inf., Cantonment 
North Fork Canadian River, I. T., Dec. 5, 1879.) 


24TnH InFantry, Colonel Joseph H. Potter.—Head- 
uarters and A, B, F, Fort Duncan, Tex.; D, E, H, Fort Mc- 
ntosh, Tex.; C, G, I, K, Fort Ringgold, Tex. 

Detached Service.—2d Lieut. William Black will report by 
letter to the Supt. Gen. Recruiting Service to accompany a 
‘detachment of recruits to his regiment. On the completion 
of this duty he will join his company (8. O., Dec. 19, W. D.) 

@. 0.-M. Service.—Major R. F. O’Beirne, member, G. C.-M. 
Fort Brown, Tex., Dec. 26 (8S. O. 265, Dec. 17, D. T.) 


257TH Inrantry, Colonel George L. Andrews.—Head- 
uarters and EK, H, I, Fort Davis, Tec.; B,C, D, F, Fort Stockton, 
'ex.; A, G, K, Fort Concho, Tex. 

Detached Service.—2d Lieut. Carroll A. Devol will report 
by letter to the Supt. Gen. Recruiting Service to accompany 
a detachment of recruits to his regiment. On the ns 
of this duty he will join his company (8S. O. Dec. 19, W. D.) 

Chaplain G, G. Mullins will take charge of a detachment 
of military prisonerc and conduct them to San Antonio, Tex. 
The C. O. of Forts Davis and Stockton will, respectively, de- 
tail one reliable non-commissioned officer as part of the 
guard (S. O. 265, Dec. 17, D. T.) 

G. C.-M. Service.—Capt. D. D. Van Valzah, Capt. Charles 
Bentzoui, ist Lieut. W. 8. Scott, 2d Lient. R. H. R. Lough- 
borough, and 2d Lieut. John McMartin, members, and Ist 
Lieut. H. B. Quimby, J.-A. of G. C.-M. at Fort Steckton, 
‘Tex., Dec, 22 (8. O. 254, Dec. 15, D. T.) 

24 Lieut. G. Andrews, member, and ist Lieut. H. H. 
Landon, J.-A. of G. C.-M. Fort Davis, Tex., Dec. 29 (S. O. 
266, Dec. 18, D. T.) 

Capt. M. L. Courtney, member, G. C.-M. Fort Davis, Tex., 
Dec. 29 (8. O. 266, Dec. 18, D. T.) 

To Join.—Capt. Andrew Geddes, now in San Antonio, Tex., 
is released from arrest, and will proceed to join his company 
(8. O. 265, Dec. 17, D. T.) 








Casualties among the Commissioned Officers of the U. 8. 
Army reported to the Adjutant-Generals Office during 
the week ending Saturday, December 20, 1879. 
2d Lieutenant Samuel P. Wayman, 24th Infantry—Died 
December 16, 1879, at Covington, Kentucky. 








Wheeled Travee.—A board of officers, to consist of Capt. 
James Jackson, ist Cavalry ; Capt. Charles F. Humphrey, 
A. Q. M., and ist Lieut. William R. Quinn, 4th Artillerv, will 
assemble at the Presidio of San Francisco, Cal., Dec. 15, 
1879, to examine and report upon upon a wheeled travee, 
presented by Surgeon J. C. Baily for trial, as a means by 
which one draft animal may be enabled to convey a load of 
from 600 to 800 pounds and the driver, over a rough country 
and up mountain trails (S. O. 155, Dec. 12, M. D. P.) 


—_——_Oo-—-——_ 
Discharged Soldiers.—The neglect of company commanders 
to comply with the provisions of G. O. 8, W. D., A. G. O., of 
1872, involving expense and delay to discharged soldiers, ren- 
ders it necessary to republish the following paragraph, 
General Orders No. 28, Headquarters Department of the 
Gulf of 1875, which is adopted for this Department: Here- 
after whenever a failure to comply with the order involves 
an expense to a discharged man, recommendation will be 
made that the amount be charged to the officer in fault (G. 
O. 10, Dec. 15, D. 8.) 
nitiasetiniilipinianamiiea 

Camp Sheridan, Neb.—The ‘“‘Camp Sheridan Minstrels” 
have issued their programme for Christmas night. The en- 
tertainment commences with the usual olio, then short 
sketches, entitled, ‘ Electric Bath,” “ Grip Sack,” and 
“Houlihan Musketeers,” the whole to conciude with the 
laughable farce, ‘The Great Walking Match, or 1,000 miles 
in a 1,000 hours.” Music d songs are interspersed. 
Christmas seems to be Ch everywhere, and our sol- 
diers honor and enjoy the uch as any one. 















Benner Relief Fund, 
prblishes a statemey 
weceived by him ag 
° 


C. C. Augur, U. 8. A., 


mount of the moneys 













; | The i amounted to $3,583.96. The disbursements 
operations in expedition of 1879, against hos- | 


were as follows: 


Invested in Government Bonds 6 per cent.......... $2,500 00 
Paid on mortgage on Mrs. Benner’s house at Roger’s 
Pests, Caek Cems; TB. 606 occ nse ct degsccadess 910 50 
To amount sent . Benner for household ex- 
WONG cciccasvededeccswescectuerecanes ee haped oo 3 46 
TN 5c pacha sat asesiaks<henas <pells tesac Abe $3,583 96 








Roster oF ComMissIOoNED OFFICERS, WHITE RivER UTE 
ExpepiT10on, Dec. 7, 1879.—Field and Staff—Lieut.-Col. C. 
C. Gilbert, 7th Infantry, commanding ; Major Montgomery 
Bryant, 14th Infantry ; Major E. V. Sumner, 5th Cavalry ; 
Major 8. M. Horton, Medical Department, chief medical 
ofticer : Capt. F. F. Whitehead, Subsistence De ment, de- 
pot C. 8. ; 1st Lieut. E. B. Moseley, Medical 
ist Lieut. W. I. Reed, 7th Infantry. depot Q. M. ; 2d Lieut. 
a 8. Young, 7th Infantry, A. A. General and ordnance 
officer. 

1st Battalion (7th Infantry).—Lieut.-Col. C. C. Gilbert, 7th 
Infantry, commanding. 

Co. B-—Capt. T. 8. Kirtland, commanding company ; Ist 
Lieut. Chas, A. Booth, battelion quartermaster ; 2d Lieut. 
L. D. Greene, with company. 

Co. C—Capt. D. W. Benham, commanding company ; ist 
Lieut. William Quinton, with company ; Lieut. D. L. 
Howell, with company. 

Co. E—Capt. Walter Clifford, peggy kage gg A 1st 
Lieut. W. I. Reed, depot Q. M.; 2d Lieut. . 8 Young, 
A. A. A. General, ordnance officer. 

Co. a a Constant Williams, commanding company ; 
1st Lieut. Chas. A. Worden, on duty at West Point, N. Y.; 
2d Lieut. E. E. Hardin, battalion adjutant. 

Co. H—Capt. Henry B. Freeman, commanding company ; 
1st Lieut. H. M. Benson, duty at San Diego, Cal.; 2d Lieut. 
J. B. Jackson, with company. 

Co. K—Capt. J. M. J. Sanno, A. A. G., general recruiting 
service ; Ist Lieut. A. H. Jackson, commanding company ; 
2d Lieut. D. A. Frederick, with company. 

2d Battalion (14th Infantry).—Major Licutgomery Bryant, 
commanding. 

Co. —r F. E. Trotter, commanding company ; Ist 
Lieut. Jos. A. Sladen, A. D. C. to Gen. Howard ; 2d Lieut. 
Frank F. Eastman, with com -_- 

Co. H—Capt. Samuel McCo ihe, commanding company ; 
1st Lieut. Julius E. Quentin, with company ; 2d Lieut. 8. J. 
Mulhall, with company. 

Co. I—Capt. Geo. W. Davis, detached service, Washington, 
D. C.; 1st Lieut. Frank Taylor, commanding company ; 2d 
Lieut. R. T. Yeatman, battalion adjutant. 

Co, K—Capt. G. 8. Carpenter, commanding company ; Ist 
Lieut. Chas. H. Warrens, on leave ; 2d Lieut. Jos. H. Gustin, 
battalion quartermaster. 

8d Battalion (5th Cavairy).—Major E. VY. Sumner, com- 
manding. 

Co, A—Capt. Jacob A. Augur, commanding company ; Ist 
Lieut. H. 8. Bishop, with company ; 2d Lieut. L. L. C. 
Brooks, with company. 

Co. H—Capt. J. W. Hamilton, commanding company ; Ist 
Lieut. C. D. Parkhurst, with company ; 2d Lieut. E. P. 
Andruss, with company. 

Co. I—Capt. 8. C. Kellogg, commanding company ; Ist 
Lieut. G. O. Eaton, on leave ; 2d Lieut. L. 8. Welborn, with 
meter. ‘ 

Co. M—Capt. John B, Babcock, commanding ym ; Ist 
Lieut. A. W. Greeley, detached service, pom orps ; 2d 
Lieut. H. J. Goldman, battalion adjutant and quartermaster. 

4th Battalion (4th Infantry).—Capt. 8. P. Ferris, com- 
manding. 

Co. B -Capt. Thos. F. Qumn, commanding company ; Ist 
Lieut. E. L. Bailey, with company; 2d Lieut. Carver How- 
land, battalion adjutant. ‘ 

Co. C—Capt. Edwin M. Coates, on leave ; Ist Lieut. Geo. 
O. Webster, absent, Fort Sanders ; 2d Lieut. L. A. Lovering, 
commanding company. 

So, E—Capt. C. J. Yon Herman, recruiting service ; 1st 
Lieut. B. D. Price, commanding company; 2d Lieut. J. A. 
Leyden, with company. 

Co, F—Capt. G. L. Luhn, en route to join company ; Ist 
Lieut. Henry E. Robinson, commanding company and 
battalion quartermaster ; 2d Lieut. E. H. Browne, with com- 
pany. 
Co. I—Capt. 8. P. Ferris, commanding battalion and com- 
pany ; 1st Lieut. John J. O’Brien, quartermaster, Fort Steele ; 
2d Lieut. Chas. W. Mason, with company. 

Notrse.—Col. Wesley Merritt, 5th Cavalry, was relieved from 
command at White River, Nov. 21, and left for Rawlins with 
Co. B, 5th Cavalry: Cos. A, B, D, H, and L, 3d Cavalry; 
regimental staff, 5th Cavalry; and Capt. Calvin De Witt, 
Medical Department. Capt. James P. Kimball, Medical De- 
partment, was ordered to Fort Sanders Dec. 1. 








Tue Army AND Parties.—The call for an increase 
of the rank and file of the Army is so strongly fortified 
by admitted public necessities that it will inevitably di- 
vide the Democrats. The Texas and other frontier 
Democrats whose people are disturbed by cattle-raiding 
Mexicans or scalping Indians, are hard to convince that 
the Army should be steadily reduced until it is unequal to 
the protection of our own citizens, merely because Pre- 
sident Hayes or Gen. Sherman might usurp authority at 
the point of the bayonet, or run some debatable election 
by the arguments of shot and shell. On this issue the 
party will be beaten by its own mutineers, and the coun- 
try will sustain those who make the Army ample for all 
the wants of our isolated settlements, regardless of the 
possible abuse of the military power by revolutionary 
Officials. — Phila. Times Washington Correspondent. 

A MASS8-MEETING of soldiers and sailors of the late war 
was held Dec. 22d, at St. Louis, in the interest of a 
movement to secure additional remuneration for their 
services to the Government. Speeches were made and 
resolutions adopted urging the Missouri members of 
Congress to support the Weaver bill. A permanent or- 
ganization was formed to work in conjunction with 
similar associations in other cities 

Mr. Smita Tuompson, of Washington, has patented 
a ‘‘Safety File Holder,” which has been adopted by 
several of the departments, and found superior to any- 
thing in this line hitherto in use. Adjutant-General 
Townsend, in a letter to the inventor, says of it: ‘‘In 
December last I gave you an expression of opinion that 
your Patent File Holder ‘ought to be in general use as 
a guard against fire, water, and vermin.’ On further 
examination I have determined, Raving secured the 
sanction of the Secretary of War, to introduce the use 
of the File Holder in this office as rapidly as the con- 
tingent fund will permit.” This commendation should 








secure tor the ‘‘ holder” a wide distribution. 


AMERICAN ARMS ABROAD. 
(From an article, by Wm. C. Church, in Scribner's for January.) 


Ir was not without misgi that an American 
manufacturer of guns, Mr. Samuel Remington, first un- 
dertook, in 1867, to compete on their own with 
the old established manufactories of Europe. The re- 
sult is shown in the export of over a million Remington 
rifles and carbines since their first introduction to the 
foreign market. This, with the addition of nearly ten 
millions of dollars received for guns of other maeep, 
and the sales of munitions of war, shows an 
contribution from a single arms house, since , of 
over twenty-five millions of dollars toward the balance 


. | of trade in our favor. 


Further contributions have been made by other manu- 
facturers of arms and ammunition, among them, in Con- 
necticut, Colt’s factory at Hartford, the 
Arms Company at New Haven, the Sharps Rifle Com- 

any, and the Union Metallic Cartridge Company at 

ridgeport ; in Massachusetts, the Ames Manufacturing 
Company at Chicopee, and the United States Cartridge 
Company at Lowell. The single contract 
awarded to any of these manufacturers was that given 
by Turkey for the guns and ammunition required to 
arm her troops for the impending contest with Russia. 
This contract, in the proportions to which it finally 
grew, was for 600,000 og and three hundred 
of cartridges; altogether amounting to some twenty 
millions of dollars, divided in nearly equal p ons 
between guns and ammunition. Birmingham bid for it 
at a price barely sufficient to cover cost and contingen- 
cies, and allow a reasonable profit. Connetticut came 
in with a bid twenty per cent. lower and carried the 
work to America, when war prices still prevailed, and 
labor and material were far higher than in England. 
Yet the Yankee manufacturers were not ruined, aa the 
English would have been at that price: on.the contrary, 
they furnished far better work, and at the same time 
made the fortune of all concerned in the contract. 

Since the war some sales of military arms have been 
made by private manufacturers to the various States, 
but the main dependence has been on foi orders. Of 
the extent of the sale thus created it is impossible to 
give exact figures without too close an inquiry into the 
mysteries of private business. Our statistics of exports 
do not show it. Governments purchasing contraband of 
war are not accustomed to advertise the fact, and the 
shrewd devices adopted to conceal the character of arms 
exported are best known to ‘the trade.” Investigation 
would show that boxes labelled ‘‘ Soothing syrup,” car- 
ried a surer sedative than Mrs. Winslow ever invented. 
Cases of supposed agricultural implements, and even in- 
nocent looking tierces of lard, have been found to con- 
ceal frum too prying eyes the materials of war on their 
way to the battle-fields of the world. This much we 
know: the governments of Spain, Peru, on: < 
and Venezuela, have purchased cannon of the West 
Point foundry, where our Parrott guns were made, 
and from the same workshop went 73,000 10-pounder 
projectiles to be fired from the French guns at Prus- 
sian invaders. Spain and the Spanish South American 
Republics are armed with an American rifle, the 
Remington, and the same gun is in the hands of the 
Swedes, Norwegians, Danes, and Greeks. ’ 
China, and Japan, are armed with them, e 
Chinese are making a clumsy imitation good 
as they explain, for drill erepenss, and answering, 
perhaps, in their imagination, like their tom-toms and 
paper dragons to frighten the timid foreigner of the 
yellow hair. ’ 

The Turks have, as already stated, the six hundred 
thousand Peabody-Martinis for their infantry, and 
sabre bayonets and scabbards for them have gone from 
the factory of the Ames Manufacturing Company. The 
Winchester magazine gun, the present representative of 
the Spencer Repeater, with which our cavalry was so 
largely armed in the closing years of the war of seces- 
sion, is in the hands of the Turkish cavalry. The 
Russians have‘adopted an American system, the Berdan, 
for the a ent of say copeieat a. , 
besides complimenting us by appro} ing our - 
Martini, aa so-cheiatenlage it with the addition of the 
Henry barrel, as the ‘ Martini-Henry,” have taken in 
one order 300,000 Colt’s revolvers, are manufactur- 
ing our Gatling-machine gun under a royalty. The 
Smith and Wesson revolvers have also been sol 
abroad, and the original Colt’s have been in use the 
world over. At the Colt’s factory, one of the most 
costly and complete in its appointments in the werld, are 
manufactured the Gatling guns, the original mitrail- 
leuses, now universally accepted as a necessary of 
modern armament. Over 3,000 Gatlings, to- 
wards four millions of dollars, have been distributed 
over the world, Russia as well as d manufactur- 
ing them in her own armories on @ Someta. The Gat- 
lings figure in reports of all English jions 
ond thay have done excellent service of late in e 
ments with the Zulus and Af The inventor of 
this gun is a physician from North Caro Dr. Gat 
ling, who has undertaken the practice of phle my on 
a scale that would excite the envy of a physician of the 
olden time. 

To the millions expended here on munitions of war 
must be added the other millions sent across the Atlantic 
for the purchase of American arms-machinery and 
England and Russia long since fitted up their govern- 
ment armories from this country, to a greater or less 
extent, and the Birmingham Arms Company ood an 

machinery 


: 


Armory near bese have taken ral 
from the Ames Company. coming later 
the field, has been even more in the adop- 


tion of American machinery. In ‘1 she gave an 
order to the Pratt and Whitney Company at ford 
for gun machinery and tools to the amount of a million 
and a half of dollars. Three years were required to 


complete the machinery and set it in on in the 
three royal armories, and American ber psn sent 





over for this purpose. Two hundred thousand Mauser 
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rifles are manufactured with it annually. As a saving 

of fifty per cent., or five dollars a gun is made, as com- 

with the old method, the ‘‘Yankee Notions” 

must have paid for themselves in two years. The fact 

of this saving is certified to by the Prussian government 

ina 1 ay Lehatanny shown with honest pride by the 
cut manufacturer. 











FIELD ARTILLERY AND GATLING GUNS. 


Orpwnance Norss, No. 119, cover a discussion of the 

estion whether any development of the material of 
Field Artillery is necessitated by the general adoption 
of entrenchments on the field of battle, and if so, what 
direction such development should take. Two ww 
are published, one by Lieut. F. M. Goold-Adams, R. A.., 
an essay which obtained the Royal Artillery Institution 
Gold Medal Prize, 1879, and the other an essay by 
Captain E. R. Elles, R. A., for which the Silver Medal 
was awarded. 

Lieut. Goold-Adams considers that the causes which 
have led to the spt | bn ngpenees performances of 
rifled guns on the field of battle, compared with effects 
obtained in peace time, are: 

(1) Bad handling, or false tactics. 

(2) Want of skill and acquaintance with their weapon 
on the of officers and men fighting it. 

(8) Want of power on the part of the gun itself, and 
want of the necessary appliances for developing what- 
ever power existed—such as range finders, etc. 

While these causes have given the infantry a present 
advantage, infantry fire has, the writer thinks, reached 
its limits, while artillery fire is only in its infancy. To 
restore their ancient preponderance to the guns, the 
power of case and —— must be developed, bullet 
proof screens introduced for the protection of the gun- 
ners, and the power of rifled ordnance developed. We 
must cease to regard accuracy of shootin; 
long ranges as the one thing needful in rifled field guns, 
and recognize the noes of higher velocities and 
flat gg oe a heavier shell, and improved fuses 
and shells. ith a more powerful weapon, offensive 
action at closer range is attended with less risk and with 
a greater chance of successful issue. ‘‘ Until we pos- 
sess weapons of such power of shell and flatness of tra- 
jectory that a large percentage of rounds at moderate 
range are effective, even when those ranges are uncer- 
tain and vary, until then we shall not produce effects 
commensurate with the complication, expense, and diffi- 
culty of transport which an artillery force entails. We 
can only produce these effects by the shells, when burst, 
covering a very large depth of dangerous ground, and 
80 neutralizing, to a certain extent, errors in the estima- 
tion of range, in setting the fuse, and in laying. It is 
most important, too, that at an early period of the at- 
tack the bullets of the shrapnel should cover sufficient 
oo ee to embrace both skirmishers and supports of the 
ofantry attack formation. The distance between these 
bodies cannot, in general, be increased beyond 300 yards, 
at the outside, due regard being paid to facility of rein- 
forcing the front line.” 

For a light field gun, Lieut. Goold-Adams proposes 
one of 7 to 8 cwt., calibre 3 in., 1,550 feet muzzle velo- 
city, carrying 40 rounds of 15 Ib. shell, the weight of the 
whole being 34to 35 cwt. The heavier field gun should 
be 12 cwt., 3.6 in. calibre, having a muzzle velocity of 
1,550 to 1,600 feet a second, and carry 30 rounds of 
24 Ib. shell, the whole weighing 42 cwt. Such 
guns our factories are capable of producing, and 
the question is whether they should be breech or 
muzzle loaders. He prefers the breech loader 
as more handy to work; giving more cover to 
the gun detachment; quite as simple and strong; requir- 
ing a less rapid twist with very long shell, adapting it- 
self more readily to the use of an enlarged powder 
thamber. The old objection that the time fuse cannot 
be lighted by the flash he regards as rather an advantage; 
the quick match method of lighting leading to irregu- 
larities of burning. The calibre of the heavy gun pro- 
posed is no larger than the English 16-pounder, while 
the shell is half as heavy again. He gives details to 
show that, supposirg the ge to shoot equally well, at 
8,000 yards the chances of striking an object of given 
height are nearly 8 to 5 in favor of the 24-pounder. With 
shraprel at 2,000 yards, when the shell is burst at 1,900 

8, or 100 yards short of the target, the farthest bul- 

et only ranges 225 yards from burst to graze in the case 
of the 16-pounder, while it ranges no less than 340 yards 
in the case of the 24-pounder. The 24-pound shell is 
only 20 feet above the ground at burst ; the lowest bullet 
would strike the ground about 48 yards nearer the target, 
with an angie of descent of 11 deg. 20 min. about. The 
16-pounder shell is 32.5 feet off the ground when it ex- 
plodes; its lowest bullet strikes 42 yards short of the 
t, 58 from burst, and has an angle of descent of 
about 14 deg. The most difficult part of the whole ques- 
tion is the carriage, as a gun so light in comparison with 
the weight and velocity of the projectile must bring a 
great strain upon the carriage. With slow burning 
wder to reduce the strain, and the use of steel this 
ifficulty can be met. Moreover, a very ingenious device 
for reducing the strains borne by field carriages has been 
found successful in Russia. It has been adopted for 
service, according to the Revue d Artillerie: 1,200 car- 
ri being ordered on this plan for the new 4-pounder 
and 500 for the new 9-pounder. This device consists in 
dividing the carriage into two parts. The first consists 
merely of the trail brackets, with elevating gear, etc., 
and also an elastic buffer. The second consists of the 
axletree, wheels, axletree-seats, two tie-bars (one to 
each axletree-arm) and a collar bolt passing through a 
slot cut in the brackets, connecting the rear ends of the 
tie bars together. The trail brackets are rigidly con- 
nected with the gun, and being comparatively light do 
not absorb a very large amount of work to'put them in 
motion. The buffer then comes into play and absorbs 
—_ gradually reducing the speed of recoil of gun and 


and gradually imparting motion to the rest of the 


at tolerably | 24 
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By using steel, a 24-pound shell with 1,600 f. s. m. v.» 
could be fired from a oe ees 12 cwt. Axle 
tree boxes should be abo , seats for the ners 
being provided and a brake introduced, which, in addi- 
tion to checking recoil, could be used in coming into 
action, going down hills, etc., so as to take the strain off 
the wheel horses. 

Taking it for granted that shrapnel will be the prin- 
cipal weapon of the field artillery of the future, the 
question is as to how it is to be improved. With an in- 
crease of weight more bullets can be inserted, and in 
this direction we must move, and by using steel the 
shell can be cast much thinner, giving greater space. 
Thus the 24-pound shell can be made to carry 110 balls, 
18 per Ib. and 56.24 per Ib., or 165 in all to 128 in the 
present 16 lb. shell. Now the effect of shrapnel is 
‘“‘inyersely proportional to the angle of descent” and 
‘directly as the weight of lead in the shape of balls.” 
The ae of descent of 16-pounder and 24-pounder at 
2,000 yards are as 8 to 5, consequently effect as 5 to 8, 
weight of lead as 4.66 is to 8.75, comparative effect as 
23.3 is to 70; or nearly 3to 1 in favorof the 24-pounder. 
Comparative experiments made in Germany, after the 
war of 1870, between shrapnel fired from the old heavy 
gun and new one appear to bear out these views. The 
official paper on the subject says that with shrapnel the 
new heavy gun is three times as effective as the old at 
2,187 yards range.” 

Fairly large bullets should be chosen in preference to 
small ones, and the use of a hardened bullet. 

The following table gives the velocities of round bul- 
lets of various sizes at various distances; starting veloc- 
ing—1,000 f. s.: 


Range, Range, Range, 
Nature. Diameter. 100 yards. 200 yards. 300 yards. 
in. i’ f. 8. f. 8. 
18 per pound... . 65 765 620 520 
” . 58 750 601 500 
34 “ . 50 739 586 487 
84 . . 38 667 501 400 


Finally, then, we may sum up the directions in which 
improvements in shrapnel manufacture may be expected, 
viz: (1), use of steel for the bodies ; ‘2), improved form 
of walls; (3), a better alloy for the bullets, if obtain- 
able. 

As common shells they should be not only increased 
in weight and velocity, but bursting charges of gun cot- 
ton should be adopted, the gun cotton being perfectly 
safe from premature explosion. This would give an 
effect three or four times that of powder, which would 
make the new gun nine times as effective as the old. 

The only means available, apparently, for increasing 
the power of case shot are: (1), increase of weight ; 
(2), increase of the proportionate charge of powder, and 
consequent increase of muzzle velocity; (3), the em- 
ployment of a denser alloy for the bullets; (4), the sub- 
stitution of steel for wrought iron in the segmental 
linings. 

As to fuses, no really satisfactory one has yet been 
devised. What we require in a time fuse, to develop 
the power and extend the sphere of usefulness of shrap- 
nel, is: (a), It must be capable of teing carried fixed ; 
(), it must take a very few seconds to adjust; (c), it 
must have alternative percussion action; (d), it should 
be graduated in yards in such a manner that on being 
set to a given range the shell bursts the proper distance 
short. For instance: range by range-finder 2,000 yards, 
tuse set to 2,000 bursts at 1,900. (e), Must of course 
burn regularly, be free from prematures, and not dete- 
riorate in store. 

Limbers should not exceed 900 lbs. in weight, and the 
Austrians have produced one of this weight. The ex- 
perience of the last war seems to show that it will be 
advisable to re-introduce howitzers in the field service. 

‘* As to the place to be assigned to these weapons, we 
should not think of reverting to the old plan of mixing 
guns and howitzers in one battery. The defects of that 
system are too well known to need repetition here. They 
should be formed into separate batteries, and naturally 
would belong to the corps, not the divisional artillery. 
They would thus be at the immediate disposal of the 
corps commander, who could use them wherever their 
services were especially required. In addition to their 
special qualities as throwing heavy common shells, their 
shrapnel would be of a most effective character at close 
range. Numerous instances occur in war where troops 
are sheltered by natural cover from direct, but where 
they may be greatly injured by curved or high-angle 
fire. To use guns with reduced charges for the purpose 
of searching them out is a waste of power. Other 
cases where a powerful bursting charge is essential— 
such as against abattis, stockades, etc.—will present 
themselves to the mind of the reader.” 

Ammunition should be carried in limbers, not in 
wagons. It is quite possible to fit a limber to carry a 
spare wheel underneath, and the extra length of the 
column en route 18 small; even if it were greater it 
would hardly balance the many advantages to be de- 
rived from the limber system. Gunners should be 
armed with a revolver or a double barrel breech-loading 
pistol. The carbines are useful only for guard pur- 


With determined gunners, under cover of the guns, a 
comparatively large force of cavalry might be in posess- 
ion of a battery for some time without doing any 
serious harm, and would themselves suffer severe loss. 

THE PLACE MITRAILLEURS WILL TAKE. 


On this subject Lieut. Goold Adams says: 

In reflecting on i of the field artillery of the 
future we are naturally led to consider the question as 
to what place mitrailleurs will take. It appears that they 
have been rather too much discredited, owing to the ill 
success attending their employment in 1870. This 
result was chiefly due to two causes, viz. : the inferiority 
of the weapon itself and the faulty tactics which led the 
French to pit it at long ranges against the German field 

ins, the result being, in most cases, the total discom- 





ture of the mitrailleur. On the other hand, there is no 


doubt that it often occasioned most terrible slaughter 
among the Germans. 

Weapons of this nature have been much improved 
since 1870, and the Gatling of latest pattern seems, as 
far as we know at present, to be the best form. 

The attempts to utilize the infantry cartridge have 
not, as yet, been a success, and it does not seem, although 
facilitating the supply of ammunition, that it would 
a good arrangement. The calibre of the small Gatlin 
is .45—the same as the Martini rifle—but it woul 
appear advisable, in order to give it a decided superior- 
ity over infantry, to increase the weight of the bullet 
from 480 to, say, 600 grains, and at the same time to 
increase the powder charge so as to give the heavier 
bullet a muzzle velocity of 1,450 to 1,500f.s. We 
believe this could be done without increasing the weight 
of the present small Gatling. The comparative veloci- 
ties are shown below: 


Range, Range, 
Gun. 500 yards. 1,000 yards. 
./- .s 
0 SSSPEIRT ERE TS Ne ee 867 682 
BNNs asctnnicssecntindessesines 960 771 


The penetration, with equal velocities, would of course 
be greater in the case of the heavier bullet. 

We should thus obtain a decided superiority in range 
and flatness of trajectory over infantry, against whom 
this weapon would chiefly be used. 

The question now arises as to what proportion and 
what organization would best develop the power of the 
mitrailleur with the least corresponding disadvantages. 

We should advocate attachiag one Gatling to each 
battery of artillery, though in doing so we know that 
there exists a strong opinion against this course. Placing 
Gatlings in separate batteries would undoubtedly lead to 
their re to engage artillery at long ranges, when 
they would be pretty sure to be silenced. Moreover, 
the difficulty of seeing the effect of a mitrailleur 
renders an exact knowledge of the range essential. 
Combined in the same battery with artillery, the bursts 
of the latter’s shells would indicate this to a great ex- 
tent, but in Gatling batteries only this would not be the 
case 


The special purposes of this weapon would he— 

1st. To keep down the fire of any hostile skirmishers 
who might creep up within range and cause annoyance 
and loss to the battery. The importance of this service 
is manifest, more especially as this appears to be the 
sort of attack to which guns are most liable; direct 
attacks over open ground against a well posted and 
well served artillery firing shrapnel appearing to be 
pretty nearly desperate. 

2d. To aid in repulsing such an attack if made. Its 
effect in this way would be very impo:tant. If, as we 
hope will be the case, bullet-proof shields are adopted 
for field guns, the attack of hostile skirmishers b 
shooting down the gunners will be neutralized, and if it 
is required to take or drive off a battery a direct attack 
will be necessary in great force. It would, however, be 
a@ most sanguinary business, and ought not to succeed. 
The Gatling would give great aid in repulsing it. 

3d. To support the fire of the battery during the 
decisive moments of an attack, when the latter must 
often move up within infantry range, and when, in 
general, we may suppose the enemy’s artillery more 
or less silenced. The chief object should then be the 
nearest infantry, or that which apparently does the 
battery most harm. The mitrailleur should pour a 
continuous stream of balls on them and try to keep 
down their fire, thus reducing the losses of the battery, 
which, with shielded artillery, would be chiefly in 
horses. It is most important that at such moments 
the mobility of the battery should not be seriously 
impaired: it would on such occasions be impossible 
to send the horses away, and generally be difficult to 
place them under cover near the battery. 

4th. The mitrailleur would be most useful in re- 
pelling a charge of cavalry. 

Hence the following rules for its employment : 

1. On the defensive, it should be kept as much as 
possible under cover during the preliminary artillery 
combat, unless the hostile batteries, from the nature 
of the ground or other causes, come within 1,200 or 
1,300 yards, when it would probably be advisable to 
open fire on them with the Gatling. Should they be 
shielded, even then it would be of little use. 

2. It should open fire on the enemy’s infantry at 
about 1,500 yards, the ranges being supposed to be 
known and the bursts of the battery’s shells giving 
the necessary corrections; the object of fire the same 
as the battery. It would then act as a seventh gun. 

8. On the offensive, it should be kept under cover 
as much as possible during the artillery combat, but 
should, if possible, be placed in such a position as to 
command the ground in front; and those serving it 
should be particular to obtain the ranges of all places 
which would afford cover to the enemy, who, if the 
artillery has been pushed to the front, are sure to t 
to cause losses to the guns. If the guns are shielded, 
they will try and work out on the flanks. 

4. When the battery advances to close range to 
support the final attack the mitrailleur should accom- 
pany it, as above mentioned. If the enemy’s guns are 
shielded, they must be silenced or subdued by ours. 
Our infantry, however demoralized the enemy’s may be, 
will not be able to advance, if the ground be at all 
open, if the enemy’s shielded guns can sweep them 
away at leisure, while our infantry can inflict little 
damage in return. The support of artillery will be 
more than ever nec , 

The objects above stated appear to be more likely to 
be attained by dispersing the mitrailleurs among the 
batteries, where they cggn be made completely sub- 
servient to the needs he battery and are wholly 
under the battery com than by placing them in 
separate batieries, wh rarely be able to carry 
out these tactics sucg am the difficulty which 
would often be e finding the requisite 
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their comparatively short would prevent their 
effective fire sweeping the whole front of a mass of 
eight or ten batteries. 








OLD WASHINGTON. 
THE VAN NESS PLACE, 17TH STREET. 


Tue old residents of Washington, and some venerable 
Army and Navy officers, will notice with regret that the 
old Van Ness place at the foot of 17th street, which is 
now owned by Governor Swan, has been turned over to 
the tender mercies of a gentleman of African descent, 
who has established a beer garden and dance-house 
there. Here, within a few feet of the Mansion house, 
still stands the old house where Tommy Burns lived, 
and where Washington was invited to meet the gentle- 
men who were making the preliminary arrangements for 
securing the title to the land upon which the city now 
stands. 

This was about 1790. It was settled that the capital 
of the United States was to be placed here, and Tommy 
Burns’s farm took in the land from the mouth of Tiber 
Creek up to 9th street, and on which the business part 
of the city now stands. So Washington and old Mr. 
Beale, the Holmeads, and others assembled at the old 
farm house to talk the matter over. Marcia Burns, the 
daughter who in after years married Gen. John P. Van 
Ness, was then a pretty child, and it is said that Wash- 
ington held her on his lap and patted her pretty cheeks 
during the whole of the deliberations. The matter was 
amicably arranged, and in October of 1791 the first sale 
of city lots took place. 

Major L’Enfant, a French engineer, who had come 
over with Lafayette, and who had chosen to remain here 
after the close of the Revolution, was at first employed 
to lay out the plan of the city, but the plan which was 
finally adopted was that of Major Andrew Ellicott, a 
revolutionary officer, who had served during the war 
under the immediate eye of his friend Washington, and 
who was an excellent civil, as well as military engineer. 
A site had been selected for the Capitol building as well 
as one for the permanent residence of the President, but 
it was not until about 1793 that these buildings were 
commenced. It was supposed in those days that Capi- 
tol Hill would be the court end of the town, and when 
the sale of the lots came off Washington took the specu- 
lation fever, but in a mild form. He bought a consider- 
able track of land on the east and north of the capitol 
site, and one piece of ground immediately on the north, 
he had purchased for the purpose of erecting upon it a 
house to be occupied by himself when his duties or his 
pleasure should call him up from Mount Vernon. This 
lot was only 50 by 100 feet, and the price paid for it was 
$960—this low (?) price being charged in consideration 
of an agreement made by the General that he would 
erect a residence for himself upon it. Tihis he did, and 
the house was completed before much progress had been 
made upon the capitol building. The house, which is 
still standing, is now known as the Hillman House, and 
is kept as a hotel. It was originally 50 by 40 feet and 
three stories high, with old-fashioned garret and dormer 
windows. The walls of the basement were two feet 
thick. But on the regrading of the ground and in the 
general improvements which have been made in the city 
of late years, it was found necessary to build underneath 
the original edifice, and two stories were thus added; 
and by the substitution of a French roof for the old one 
it has become a house of five stories and a Mansard. It 
was a comfortable old house, with its wide entrance on 
the east side and its broad stair case and wide hall. It 
was here that Washington spent a goodly portion of his 
time between the years ’89 to 97, and here John Adams, 
Jefferson, Hamilton, Knox, Edmund Randolph, Timothy 
Pickering, Major Ellicott, and many other friends and 
cotemporaries of Washington in the great struggle were 
accustomed to assemble uround the hospitable table so 
| rpenpend presided over by Lady Washington. And 
et no one dispute her title; for we have seen a letter 
written in 1791 by Major Ellicott, to his ‘‘ dear Sally ” 
(Mrs. E.), who was then in Philadelphia, and he says: 
‘*T send you this by Lady Washington, who will deliver 
it to you,” and on the outside of the letter and under 
the superscription is written that it is sent by ‘‘ Lady 
—- who delivered it in good time without 

oubt. 

We must be pardoned for a digression here. We had 
no idea of giving any biographical sketches at this time, 
but the mention of the name of the good old Professor 
Andrew Ellicott brings to mind some matters which it is 
pleasant to record. 

Majur Ellicott was the grandfather of Licut.-Colonel 
Henry Douglass, of the 14th Infantry, and of Mr. Jos. 
C. G. Kennedy, of Washington, who was the superin- 
tendent of the census of 1860. He was appointed Pro- 
fessor of Mathematics at West Point in 1812, and he 
died and was buried there in 1820. 

There are a few of the oldest graduates of the academy 
who are now living, and who were present, as cadets, at 
his funeral. Among them are Gen. Daniel Tyler and 
Capt. Henry A. Thompson, of the class of 1819. Gen. 
Geo. D. Ramsey was a pupil of Ellicott, and he left the 
academy only a few weeks before the Professor’s death. 

Jiavid Bates Douglass was a Lieutenant of Engineers 
and stationed at West Point, where, in 1815, he met 
and married a daughter of Major Ellicott. He had 
been greatly distinguished as the Commander of 
‘* Douglass’s Battery,” at Fort Erie, in 1814. General 
Gaines, in writing upon the operations around Fort 
Erie, said: ‘‘ Among the many brilliant scenes which 
combined to dispel the clouds of durkness and brighten 
the dawn of that memorable morning, the defence of 
the ‘Douglass Battery’ stands equalled by few, and, 
according to the relative number of guns, surpassed by 
none. ‘The youthful commander of that battery excited 
my admiration. His constancy and courage during a 
brisk cannonade and bombardment of several weeks, 
often in the night as well as in the day, his gallant and 

conduct in the defence against a vigorous assault 
y @ vast superiority of numbers, are incidents which 


can never cease to be cherished in my memory as & nong 
the most heroic and pleasing I have ever witnessed.” 

On the death of Professor Ellicott, in 1820, Douglass, 
who was Assistant Professor of Philosophy, was made 
Professor of Mathematics, a position which he held 
until he resigned in 1831.. He was in such demand as 
civil engineer that he reluctantly gave up his position as 

rofessor. He was made chief engineer of the 

orris canal, he was the author of the plan for intro- 
ducing the water from Croton river into New York, 
and he laid out that most beautiful of all burial places 
—Greenwood Cemetery. He was president of Kenyon 
College, and professor at Geneva (Hobart) College. 
And af‘er filling the most important positions, and after 
accomplishing an immense amount of labor, he died at 
Geneva, in 1849, at the early age of 59. 

His remains were removed to Greenwood Cemetery 
the next year. The Cemetery Board donated two lots 
for the Douglass family, ard they declared that 4 suitable 
monument should be erected to his memory; but this 
has never been done, we believe, and ‘* his remains now 
repose unheeded in that beautiful necropolis to the crea- 
tion of which his admirable genius so largely contri- 
buted.” A modest monument was erected to Professor 
Ellicott, at West Point, but the body of L’Enfant—his 
coadjutant in the work of laying out this beautiful city 
—liesin a neglected grave at Riggs’s farm, with scarcely 
a stone to mark the spot. Asi se va el mundo. 

But to return to our muttons. Washington stated 
that his house cost him $16,500. It remained as part 
of the Washington estate for many years, but it was 
bought by Commodore Wilkes, who expended a sum of 
$30,000 upon it in the alterations and repairs. It is 
now the property of the National Savings Bank, and it 
is doubtful whether it could now be sold for $8,000. 
But few fine residences were erected on the hill. For 
some reason or other, aud principally for the reason 
that the owners of land there held it at such a high 
figure, the best people drifted towards Georgetown, 
which was quite a large town for those times, and the 
churches and the schools made it, and the ‘‘ West End,” 
in the vicinity of the President’s House, the most desi- 
rable for residences. 

When Washington, like a prudent man, put his house 
in order, and directed the distribution of his property to 
be made at his death, he said that he estimated his va- 
cant Capitol Hill ground at twelve cents per foot, 
‘*although,” said he, ‘‘some land has been sold there 
for a greater sum.” But, we believe that two cents per 
foot would be a large price for some of the land there 
now. 

The Van Ness mansion is one of the historical houses 
of this country. There are probably older houses in the 
district, but few, if any, that remain unchanged in form 
from the original design. 

For a number of years after the death of his wife, 
General Van Ness lived in baronial style at his man-| 
sion, where he entertained the leading men of both 
political parties. He was for some years President of 
the old Bank of the Metropolis, on the corner of 15th 
and F streets, and his coach, with the four black horses, 
— call for him daily and carry him home from the 
bank. 

At that time Mr. Van Buren was Secretary of State, 
and he and the general were warm personal friends. 
It was not unusual to see ‘‘little Van” tripping over 
from the State Department, at 3 o’clock, to the bank, to 
drive down to dine with the general, who was a high 
liver, and almost as good a judge of wine as was his 
brother William, who was said to be the best judge in 
America. On several occasions there were sales of 
wine—the cellars of the foreign ministers who were re- 
called or transferred from Washington to other stations 
—and Mr. William Van Ness would come from New 
York to taste and give his opinion of the madeira, 
sherry, and port, for the benefit of his friends who de- 
sired to make purchases of choice wines. 

The period embraced between the years 1828 and 
1840 was one full of events, and there were some really 
great men who assembled here every year. There were 
men of vast wit and learning and convivial qualities, 
such as Clay, Webster, Tom Corwin, Crittenden, and 
Judge Bebb. There were the grave, sedate, stiff—what 
the French call guindé—old fellows like Tom Benton, 
Calhoun, Hayne, Buchanan. Then there was the cold, 
stiff, scholarly, and literary set, like John Quincy 
Adams and Bancroft, and there was the Army and 
Navy coterie, composed of Scott, Macomb, Jesup, Tot- 
ten, Abert, Roger Jones, and Commodores Rodgers, 
Wadsworth, Morris, Chauncey, and a host of others; 
all of whom took their places occasionally in the cheer- 
ful dining room at the old Van Ness mansion, which, 
alas! is now converted into a negro dancing hall, and a 
card pasted on a door leading from the salle d manger 
to the old reception room gives notice that ‘‘ this room 
Is exclusive fur Ladys.” Essitr. 


MILITARY INVENTIONS. 

Tue following patents for military inventions have recently 
been granted : 

To Andrew Burgess, of Owego, N. Y., for a magazine fire 
arm. The carrier is composed of two side plates secured to- 
gether by cross pins or bolts. The front ends form nippers, 
between which the head of the cartridge is received and 
clamped by means of an inclined surface on one of said 
plates coming in contact with a pin which projects from the 
side of the frame. The carrier is pivoted to and moves with 
the reciprocating breech-bolt, and is tripped to carry the car- 
tridge into line with the barrel by a stop against which 
the rear end strikes when the breech is opened. 

To J. M. Marlin, New Haven, Conn., for a magazine fire 
arm, also for a revolving fire arm. 

To F. Y. Sunderland, of Thorntown, Ind., for a magazine 


un, 
' To D. B. Wesson, Springfield, Mass., for revolving fire 
arms, 


Errorts are being made by the ‘‘ Grand Army of the 
Republic,” State of New York, to estublish a ‘‘benefici- 
ary fund,” so that when members die their families may 
receive the amount of $500. We trust the project may 
be su 














Gen. SHERMAN For THE Army,—In an after 
8 delivered before the New 

ew York, Dec. 22, Gen. Sherman : “TI tell you 
to-night that out in that country we have nearly 2,000 
men without shelter. I believe them to be as pure and 
noble men as your forefathers in New England, and I 
believe they are fighting for the same cause, and I ask 
for them your sympathy and your kind feeling, 
I believe they deserve it. [Applause.] They are just 
like you are, probably younger men some, some older, 
but inspired by the same feelings you are, to build up a 
country toward which all humanity will turn as a refuge 
against want, or poverty, or distress. America is now 
the land toward which all minds are pointed, both of 
Europe and Asia. We have millions and millions of 
square miles of land not yet touched by the plow. This 
little Army is on the frontier, yon by year, 10 years at 
a time, extending the zone, so that at this very moment, 
in Kansas, where 10 years ago the buffalo, elk, and ante- 
lope roamed at will, and the Indians dwelt upon them 
55,000,000 bushels of wheat have been produced this 
year and sent to Europe. This is the great object of our 
present Army, to enable this tide of advancing civiliza- 
tion to cross the continent, making every foot of 
the way, until California, Kansas, and New York State 
become one continuous settlement, with railroads tra- 
versing it, bringing to your State a commerce of which 
the present is but a mere fraction. I pity the poor In- 
dian, ‘but the continent has got to be settled. The 
supreme command of God has gone forth to go forth, 
increase, multiply, and replenish the earth, and that is 
what you New England people have done. Now, the 
Indians that still remain on our continent are entitled to 
a fair consideration. I admit that, but at the same time 
they must do something for their own living or get out 
of the way. [Applause.] I merely mean to point to you 
the few steps necessary. We have been negotiating with 
them, and to-day the telegraph tells us that they have 
undertaken to deliver 12 Indians to us and can’t do it. 
I would like to know if we are going to sit down like a 
parcel of fools and let these Indians dictate tous? [Cries 
of ‘No! No!’] I am not going to tell you what they 
are going to do, but tell you those Ute Indians must sur- 
render the murderers or take the consequence. [ ! 
Good!] If that be inhumanity, I don’t understand what 
humanity is. If Indians can go and kill the agents of 
our Government, murder them, and we have to resist 
pursuit because they some women whose brains 
they will knock out—if that be the duty of the Govern- 
ment of the United States, then are we pitiable indeed ; 
but I don’t think that will be the result. We may worry 
along for a month or six weeks, until the snows begin to 
disperse from those mountain-tops, for they are 16 or 1700 
feet high, and the snow is 10, 12, or 14 feet deep, and 
therefore to move troops would be impossible, but you 
may be sure that after the snow passes from the land 
those Indians must settle down and take their part in 
work or disappear from the earth. While we have a 
patriotic Army, it is too small entirely for the — 
[Applause.] Nevertheless, each and every one of them, 
be they where they may, will rejoice when they hear 
that they have been remembered this night, and I will 
surely remind them that they have a warm place in the 
hearts of New England people, especially those who are 
ia the City of New York.” . 

At a recent banquet in Cincinnati Judge M. F. Force, 
responding to the toast ‘‘ The Army and Navy,” spoke 
mest eloquently in their favor. He commenced by say- 
ing: ‘‘The Army and Navy are approved by the judg- 
ment and cherished by the affections of the le.” 
He then rapidly outlined their career from 1776 to the 
present time, and concluded by showing the ogee | 
of having any dread of a standing Army. Said he: * 
standing Army recruited from such a people cannot be 
used against the liberties of the people. Our standing 
Army, created by law, if bound to obey only lawful 
orders, is a model of careful and exact observance of 
law. In these late years no arm of the Government has 
been placed in more trying situations, and none has 
shown more uniform discretion, or has more uniformly 
escaped censure and won praise. Before closing, let me 
pay a tribute to the tone of the Army and Navy. Two 
sentiments animate and control them—duty and honor. 
And in this age of self-see king, in our hot chase for 
wealth and advancement, it is wholesome for the State 
to have a class permeated by the spirit of duty and 
honor. Let us, then, enjoy an honest pride in the glories 
of our Army and Navy. They are, and will long con- 
tinue, necessities of government; but not only necessi- 
ties, offerings of the people, twin supports of the law, 
they will long survive, deeply rooted in the hearts of 
their countrymen.” 








Anropotzs or Gen. Hooxer.—How it came about 
that 8,000 Confederate soldiers cheered lustily for 
‘Fighting Joe Hooker” is explained by the editor of the 
Rural Sun apr Tenn.,) who was a@ prisoner at 
Rock Island, Ill., during the severe winter of 1868-'64. 
The General visited the military prison one day, and all 
the inmates were drawn up in line for inspection. His 
keen eye seemed to scan every man from head to hee 
as he slowly passed before them, and at the upper en 
of the lines the party halted. The old General, half- 
wheeling his horse, lifted his hat with as much knightly 
grace as if they had all been courtiers, and a soft ex- 
pression passed over his face as he said, ‘‘ Young gentle- 
men, I am sorry, very sorry for you, and hope soon our ~ 
differences will be settled, so that you all can return 
safely home again.” Simple as the cxpression was, it 
was so different from those they had been accustomed 
to hearing from the commander of the prison that it 
touched the hearts of the a rebs” like a current 
of electricity, and instantly 3,000 throats gave a lusty 
cheer for Joe Hooker. Of the lat# General Hooker, 
the young Hartford (Coun.) clergyman, Mr. Twicheil, 
has been giving some interesting personal reminiscences. 
Mr. Twichell as chaplain, saw much of the General 
during the war, and sitting in his tent one day, he said 
taking advantage of his position: “* Now, General, 
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» But,” he continued, ‘‘don’t 
see that what I say about these gentlemen don’t 
Coe them, and fb does aes of good?” To these 
stories we may add one in behalf of the Journat. On 
one occasion, in the nce of the writer, Gen. Hooker 
had indulged in his usual style of criticism upun 
various officers, Gen. Thomas being the only one who 
escaped his censure. Coming to Grant, who was then 
a nominee for a re-election for the presidency, Gen. 
Hooker said: ‘‘I am going to California and shan’t be 
at home to vote against Grant, but I tell you he will not 
be elected. I have my presentiments that never fail 
me, and I am sure of this.” 


your position, to ma 








Troops at Bunker Hitt.—Speaking of the state- 
ments concerning the militia during the Revolution, 
which appeared in an article recently published in the 
Atlantic Monthly, the Washington Capital says: But 
with particular reference to the quality of the troops 
who fought at Bunker Hill on the American side, there 
are numerous authorities for my statement, that they 
were for the most part veterans of the French war. The 
most copious account extautis containedin the collection 
of the Massachusetts Historical Society, though several 
historians refer to the matter in general terms. The 
battle of Bunker Hill was fought twelve years, 
eight months, and — days after the muster out 
of the last battalion of New England Provincials, who 

in the King’s service in the ‘‘ conquest 
he collection of the Massachusetts His- 
torical Society contains, among other interesting papers, 
a partial roster of the troops who fought at Bunker Hill, 
from which it appears that nearly evcry officer above 
the rank of ensign, and about 1.700 eut of 2,800 soldiers, 
were actual ‘‘ veterans of the French war!” 








Davis anp Netson.—The Detroit Post gives the 
following version of the encounter between the late 
Gen. Davis and Gen. Nelson, which resulted in the 
death of the latter. It is, we believe, substantially 


vis was put in command of the Louisville Home Guards 
working force engaged in throwing up intrenchments. He 
to Gen. Nelson one evening the number of men he had 
to enrol and employ. Gen. Neleon rudely cureed him 
f having done more. Davis replied that he had done bis 
duty to the best of his ability Nelson again roughly cursed him, 
told him to report at Cincinnati, threatening to order the 
provost guard to eject him from tne city. Davis controlled his 
a rer to reply that he was a general officer ard a 
, aud he should be treated as such. About a week after- 


Gen. 


ing— Davis called again, when Governor Morton and Nelson were 

con , both having just left the breakfast table a’ the Galt 
House. vis first spoke to Governor Morton, requesting him to 
be a ..itnese to his conversation with Nelson. He then in a mild 
and gentlemanly manner reminded Neison of his former insults, 
and requested an apology. due him ae an officer and gent'eman. 
Neleon, who was a little deaf, told Pavis to speak louder. Davis 
repeated his complaint and demand in a louder tone. Nelson 
again cursed him, and slapped his face. Davis stepped back, and 
clenched hie ; bat, after a moment, unclinched it, and again 
demanded an explanation and apology, when Neleon slapped him 
again and called hin a coward. All this time Davie was unarmed, 
and the testimony of witnesses showed that he conducted him- 
eclf with as mach propriety as the circumstances permitted. 
Davis then turned and walked away, crossed the hall and met 
in Gibson. He asked Gibson to lend him a pistol. Gibson 

did so, not seeing anything in Davis's demeanor to alarm him. 
With the pistol in his hand, Davis went back after Neleon, who 
ust then came out of the ladies’ parlor and started down stairs. 

told Gen. Neleon to defend himeelf; and, as Neleon advanced 

to again assault him he fired and killed Nelson, who staggered up 
the stairs and fell on the next fluor above, dying in fifteen 


tes. 
Davie did not escape p t merely b of the state of 
war, but b the cire might eave any officer of equally 
and gallant reputation, who should commit a like act under 
tke extreme and outrageous provocation at ary time, either i» 
peace or war. In.extennation of Neleo’’s conduct, it is to be re- 
marked that, while he was a skillful gencral and a thoroughly brave 
and loyal man, he was intensely cetested because of his savace 
and brutal behavior, and his desperate courage and gigantic 
strer made him a dangerous man; but a» examination of his 
remains after death confirmed the theory of some medical men 
who knew him best that he had probably long been a eufferer 
from incipient insanity. It was this which added poignancy to 
Gen. Davis's deep regret after the unhappy tragedy. 














Tue Atlanta (Ga.) Constitution reports a conversation 
with Hon. my Speer, ‘‘our brilliant young Congress. 
man from the 9th district,” in regard to the bill intro- 
duced by him prohibiting dress parades on Sunday. 
“There are more reasons,” said Mr. Speer, *‘ why the 
bill should become a law than why the parades and 
concerts should take place on Sunday. You observe 
that a dress parade in time of peace might as well be on 
any other day as on the Sabbath day. It is, as I have 
understood, very irksome upon the soldiers, and they 
ought to have a day of rest. It is in imitation of the 
customs of most European countries that these exercises 
are had. In France and Germany they have dress 
parades on Sunday always; but what was more offensive 
to religious people was the military band concerts. I 
was told that in Atlanta a number of people petitioned 
the military commandant there to stop the band con- 





twenty cartridges, just as it comes from the manu- 
facturer, thus one motion to fill it, and the 
cover is so fi ee ne ee oe oe oe 


the belt, and when opened, ready for use, has the 
vantage of displaying all the cartridges immediately under 
the eye of the person using it. 








PULLING GEN. JACKSON’S NOSE. 


Mrs. Eaton’s death revives in a letter to the Baltimore 
Sun, the story of the pulling of Gen. Jackson’s nose by 
Lieut. Robt. Beverly Randolph, of the Navy. Mr. 
Randolph took charge of Purser Timberlake's ac- 
counts upon the latter’s death. When the cruise was 
over and the accounts settled a balance of $4,000 was 
found due by the ship tothe Treasury of the United 
States. It became a question whether the deficit took 
place under the dead purser or the living lieutenant; if 
under Purser Timberlake, Mrs. Eaton’s estate was re- 
sponsible. The matter continued unsettled for several 
— but in 1832 a court of a was convened 

y Mr. Woodbury, then Secretary of the Navy, which 
declared that there was nothing in the case affecting the 
integrity of Lieut. Randolph, but that he was legally 
responsible to make the deficit. Randolph de- 
clined to pay and demanded a court-martial. The Pre- 
sident immediately promulgated an order, dated April 
18, 1833, dismissing Randolph from the service, saying 
‘*the facts of the investigation prove him to be un- 
worthy the naval service of the Hepublic, and an unfit 
associate for those sons of chivalry, integrity, and honor, 
who adorn our Navy.” 

Randolph published on the 6th of May a vindication 
of his conduct. On that day he was in Alexandria, the 
— of Mr. Robert Randolph, his uncle. President 

ackson was expected to pass the town that day, on his 
way to lay, at Fredericksburg, Va., the corner stone of 
the monument to Mary, the mother of Washington. He 
arrived there on the steamboat Sydney, which, accord- 
ing to the al arrangements in those days, waited at 
the wharf while the mail carriers took the Northern in- 
coming mail to the post office and brought back the out- 
going Southern mail. Says Mr. F. L. Brockett, in his 
admirable ‘‘ Lodge of Washington :” 

“The Sydney landed in Alexandria, where a portion 
of the company went ashore, leaving the President in 
the cabin. r. Randolph walked down with Mr. Bev- 
erley, his uncle, without disclosing to him or to any 
other person his intentien to make a personal assault 
upon the President. He carried one arm in a sling on 


"| account of a slight injury. Descending to the cabin he 


discovered Gen. Jackson seated behind the table read- 
inganewspaper. As he approached him he began to take 
off his gloves. The General, who was unacquainted 
with him, personally, called out, ‘Never mind your 
loves,’ presuming he wished to shake hands with him. 

ndolph replied, ‘This hand is injured, I cannot use 
it; the other I cannot offer you. Iam Robert B. Ran- 
dolph, whom you have unjustly wronged and insulted.’ 
With these words he seized the President by the nose 
and gave it a severe wring. The President seized his 
cane and attempted to chastise Randolph. A great up- 
roar ensued.” 

Randolph continued his grip on the President's nose for 
fifteen or twenty seconds. The President cried, ‘*Oh! 
oh!” his mouth being open and his cry having the nasal 
twang imparted to it by Randolph’s tight grip upon his 
nose. When Randolph released his grasp the Presi- 
dent fell backward, partly on the table. Mr. Janney, 
as Randolph sidled out, amid assaults from several per- 
sons, gave way for him, and be hurried out at the sa- 
loon door. By this time the President had risen and 
come forward to the open space in the rear of the table. 
‘*Who is that man?” he asked, his voice elevated to a 
high pitch. Some one replied, ‘It is Randolph, the 
lieutenant hy have just dismissed from the Navy.” 

Just at this point an innkeeper, Wm. Thomas, father 
of the late assistant collector of the District customs, 
broke into the crowd, scarcely able to speak for indigna- 


tion. ‘* General,” he blurted out, ‘‘if yr will promise 
to reprieve me upon the gallows, I will follow him and 
kill him.” The President answered, with some show of 


calmness, ‘‘ No, sir; don’t touch a hair of his head,” 
and then shaking, as if beside himself with rage, ‘* but 
bring him to me and I will send him hence. e is the 
ecoundrel that I dismissed from the Navy for robbing a 
brother officer.” Randolph was followed by a number 
of persons, who struck at him with fists, canes, and 
umbrellas, and was finally thrown down on the forward 
deck, and some of the crowd pitched his hat overboard. 
He finally escaped without further injury. 

Randolph remained some days in Fairfax county, 
near Alexandria, and officiated as groomsman at the 
marriage of Spencer M. Ball (the father of Col. M. D. 
Ball, now United States collector of customs at Sitka, 
Alaska) to Miss Dulany. Thence he went to Richmond, 
and was about to start for Europe with John Randolph, 
of Roanoke, who had replied to his statement of his as- 





certs on Sunday, and that the petition was published in 
the Constitution, but no attention was paid to it. This | 
bill is intended to prohibit them.” 


Tue Hitcncock Cartripcr Box.—This cartridge box, the 
invention of Lieutenant R. D. Hitchcock, U.S. Navy, on | 
duty in Ordnance, at the Navy-yard, Washington, has been | 
recently adopted for use in the Navy, and is at present being 
manufactured and furnished for that purpose. It combines 
simplicity, durability, and neatness, and has been pro- 
nounced, both by Army and Navy officers, to be the best box 
at present in use. It is now i ion by the 
Army, the Marine Corps, and the Revenue Marine, will, 





sault upon Jackson by saying, ‘‘D—n him, I wish you 
had knocked his head off.” But Randolph, of Roan- 
oke, died on the eve of his departure for Europe, and 
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a ' SOME PERSONAL ITEMS. 

Iaevt. C. H. Bonesteer, 21st U. 8. Infantry, is spending 
his Christmas holidays with his friends in Brooklyn. 

Lievt. J. P. Story, 4th U. 8. Artillery, was reported re- 
cently at Prescott, Arizona, on a tour of inspection of signal 
stations. 

Tue Army and Navy Club of Washington gave their first 
reception and german on the evening of Dec. 18. General 
Sherman—who with Mrs. Audtnried received the guests—and 
other notables were present, and the affair was a most enjoy- 
able one. 

On dit that Gen. Sherman’s great-niece, Miss Reese, who 
was in Europe with Mrs. John Sherman, is to be married in 
January to Mr. Baker, of the Navy. 

Juper-ApvocaTE T. F. Barr has reportedjin, Washington 
for duty with the Secretary of War, probably as his legal ad- 
viser. Several names have been mentioned for the position 
of Military Secretary to the President. 

Cot. Loomis L. Lanepon, Major of the 2d U. 8. Artillery, 
with Mrs. Langdon and their young son, arrived in New York 
from Furope, Dec. 21, on the Cily of Montreal, All were in 
excellent health and delighted with their European tour, 
which included England, Belgium, Saxony, Prussia, Austria, 
Venice, the Alps, across;them by St. Gothard’s Pass, through 
the Italian Lakes, Lucerne, Munich, Strasburgh, Paris, Lon- 
don, home. 

As Capt. Payne is still suffering from his wounds, the In- 
dian Peace Commission may be obliged te proceed to Fort 
Russell, near Cheyenne, and take his testimony there. 

B. 8. Oszon, president, and Wm. Simmons, secretary, of 
the Farragut Association, have been appointed by the associa- 
tion a committee to go to Washington to urge the Senate 
Committee on Naval Affairs to press the matter of introduc- 
ing a bill authorizing the payment to the officers and men 
composing Farragut’s fleet as bounty for the destruction of 
the enemy's vessels below New Orleans the sum of $143,643, 
the balance of $268,600, decreed by the United States District 
Court for the District of Columbie. 

Sura. Joreru J. Woopwakp, U. 8. A., was last week called 
as an expert in the Hayden murder case at New Haven, 
Conn. On the stand he delivered a most interesting lecture 
on the subject of blood corpuscles, to the confusion of experts 
who had preceded him with their testimony. Dr. W. holds, 
that the blood corpuscles of a dog, for example, cannot be 
distinguished from those of a man, that the corpuscles of the 
human subject vary in size, and that for very many reasons 
the identification by size could not be absolutely correct, be- 
cause of the impracticability of obtaining absolutely correct 
measurements of objects in the field of a microscope. 

An exchange says that David Q. Rousseau, who was re- 
cently “ wholly retired,” is secking restoration with a view 
to being placed on the retired list. 

Secretary THompson is described as being as inveterate a 
smoker as is Gen. Grant ; he smokes fiom ten to fifteen cigars 
aday. He is a great joker also. The Secretary, in order to 
read divers Latin and Greek works in the original, began to 
study those languages when he was sixty years old, and can 
now readily read both. 

CommanpDER JouN R. Bartietr will soon leave New 
York in command of the coast survey steamer Blake, to con- 
tinue the deep sea soundings which he commenced last winter 
for the coast and geodetic survey. 

Tue memorial blockhouse ordered by the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania to be erected to the memory of the Revolution_ 
ary hero, Anthony Wayne, at Erie, is approaching completion. 

Tue London Army and Navy Gazetie says that there is a 
strong prima facie case against the honor of Col. Wellesley, 
son of Earl Cowley and great-nephew of the first duke of 
Wellington, and that his brother officers of the Coldstream 
Guards say that until his character has been cleared they 
cannot associate with him ; yet he remains aide-de camp to 
the Queen. Therefore it concludes that the Queen has not 
been fully informed, or the officers of the Coldstreams are too 
squeamish. The (azetie calls for prompt investigation. 

Cot. Wave Hampton, Jr., son of Senator Hampton, is 
dead. He served during the war on the staff of Gen. Joe 
Johnston. 

A pInnEr will be given by the ‘“ Aztec Club” in honor of 
its president, Gen. Robert Patterson, of Philadelphia, at Del- 
monico’s, in New York, on the evening of Jan. 6. Major-Gen. 
Hancock, who is vice-president of the club, will preside. Gen. 
Patterson, who is a native of the county Tyrone, Ireland, is 
now in the eighty-ninth year of his age. He received a com- 
mission as Ist lieutenant in the 32d U. 8. Infantry on the 5th 
of April, 1813. In 1846, on the breaking out of the war with 
Mexico, he abandoned an extensive manufacturing business 
in Philadelphia and was commissioned a major-general of 
volunteers. For his dash and courage in this war he was 
publicly thanked by Gen. Seott. At the outbreak of the Re- 
bellion he was commissioned a major-general of volunteers, 
and commanded at the first Bull Run. 

ApsuTant JoserH Hate, of the 3d, and Lt. D. H. Floyd, 
of the 18th Infantry, arrived at Helena, M. T., Dec. 10, from 
Fort Shaw. 

GENERAL Wave Hampton has accepted the invitation to 
deliver an address before the Grand Army of the Republic at 
Pittsburg. 





| the ex-lieutenant was forced to remain in Virginia. He 


was sued in the United States Court at Richmond for. 
the deficit, the suit being for $25,000, the penalty of his 
bond, and was imprisoned in jail there for debt, but in a 
few months had a hearing before Chief Justice Marshall 
and was discharged He wus also indicted by the Grand 
Jury, but after dragging a long while the case was dis- 
missed. General Jackson refused to take any part in the | 
proceedings against him. 





A pespatcu from Chicago to the N. Y. Sun states that an 
affray took place in that city, Wednesday, Dec. 17, between 
Major Jacob H. Smith, Capt. 19th Inf., who is now on leave 
from Fort Dodge, Kansas. and Captain Wm. S. Tremaine, As- 
sistant Surgeon U. 8. Army, resulting im the shooting of Dr. 
Tremaine by Major Smith, by which the former lost a finger, 
which was amputed by Major Spencer, Surgeon U. 8. Army, 


| of Lieutenant-General Sheridan’s staff. 
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M. pz Lessxrs is expected at Panama Dec. 27. A-party. 
has been sent in advance of him with a drilling machine, to 
test the character of the rock along the route of the proposed 
canal. . ‘ 

Ir is reported that Ouray, the Ute chief, is and has been 
paid for years $1,000 per year, simply because he is a chief. 
There is but one instance of a like case—that.of an Indian 
named Pococomo, who was paid for some time, and money 
was even appropriated for him six months after his death | 
the appropriation committee not knowing that he had died. 
Would it not be a measure of economy to salary all the 
Indians ? 

Mason Axex. Suarp, Paymaster, U. 8. A., returned to his 
home in Yankton, D. T., Dec. 10, from his November. pay 
trip along the Missouri and to Fort Meade in the Black Hills, 
and found his two daughters, who had been very ill, im- 
proving. 

Mr. Ouiven WeENDELL Houimes has been added to the 
small gallery of At/antic immortals, and his portrait will be 
that magazine’s premium to subscribers for 1880. The en- 
graving is from a drawing by Mr. Baker, and is, in size and 
execution, a companion to the Bryant, Longfellow, Whittier, 
and Lowell. The likeness is an excellent one. 

ADMIRAL AMMEN and wife, ex-Secretaries Borie and Don 
Cameron, and Gen. Robt. Patterson, are named among those 
present at a reception given to Gen. Grant by Mr. A. J. 
Drexel, the Philadelphia banker. Several of Gen. Grant's 
former staff officers residing in Washington went over to 
Philadelphia to see him and were very cordially received. 
The General gave them a visit of a couple of hours, during 
which he received no other visitors. It is expected that Gen, 
Sheridan will accompany Gen. Grant on his Southern trip. 
He has for some months past been aftlicted with a serious 
bronchial affection, which the climate of Chicago has a ten- 
dency to aggravate. 

Cou. Henry B. Trier, who died at his residence, at Fairfax 
Court House, Va., Wednesday night, Dec. 17, of general de- 
bility, wasabout 82 yearsofage. He was a brother of the late 
Judge John Webb ‘I'yler, and was for years Major of the 
United States Marine Corps. At the breaking out of the late 
war he resigned his commission and accepted the position of 
Colonel of the Confederate Marine Corps, which oitice he 
held up to the close of the war. Col. Tyler owned a hand- 
some aud valuable residence in Washington, which was con- 
fiscated, but which he succeeded, after long litigation, in re- 
covering. He leayes a widow and nine children. 

Mr. J. H. PuLEston, member of Parliament from Eng_ 
land, and formerly State Military Agent ior Pennsylvania, 
has sailed for England. His triends in New York pre- 
sented him with a service of plate. 

UniTED States SENATOR WITHERS is suffering severely 
from his old war wounds. 

Tue Reno court has adjourned, and its proceedings haye 
been forwarded to Washington. ‘he report comes to us that 
the finding of the court is ‘‘six months suspension from 
rank and command, with a unanimous recommendation to the 
reviewing otticer for clemency.” 

Tue death is announced of Capt. Edward W. Thompson, a 
former resident of Portland, Me. He commanded the ist 
Maine Battery and served until 1864. When his enlistment 
expired Capt. Thompson returned to Portland and recruited 
the battery which served until the close of the war. He also 
raised a company in the 12th regiment. On the 7th of March, 
1867, he was appointed a 2d lieutenant of the 19th U. 8. In- 
fantry, but resigned April 21, 1868, and practiced law. 

Gen. Rurus inegatis, Gen. Daniel E. Sickles, Gen. John 
W. Schotield, and Col. Alex. Piper have been reported in 
New York during the past week. 

Cox. F. W. BenTEEN, captain 7th Cavalry, has, according 
to the telegraph report, been placed in arrest by Gen. 
Sturgis. 

Invitations to the wedding of Miss Annie Mansfield Badger 
and Lieut. George E. Elliott, U.8. M. C., are being issued. 
The ceremony will take place at Epiphany Church, Washing- 
ton, on Tuesday, Jan. 6th. 

Tux venerable Gen, W. 8. Harney, now in his 80th year, is 
on his annual visit to New Orleans, where a cordial reception 
greeted him, 

Tue children of the officers connected withthe Naval Acade- 
my celebrated Christmas Eve by singing Christmas carols in 
the afternoon at the naval chapel. An address was delivered 
by the chaplain. 

Lizvut. H. G. Etiswortn, U. 8. N., was at Vallejo, Cal., 
at last accounts, expecting to return to the Jamestown about 
the first week in January. 

Tue Eighth judicial district, of which Secretary McCrary 
has been appointed a judge, comprises the States of Nebras, 
ka, Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, Arkansas and Colora, 
do, The salary of the circuit judge is $6,000 a year. 

Gen. BELKNAP, the late Secretary of War, called at the 
hotel in Philadelphia on Monday, according to the Hartford 
Courant, and sent his card up to General Grant. The Gen- 
eral sent down word “ engaged,’‘ and the ex-Secretary took 
his leave. 

Carr. H. H. Prerox, 2ist Infantry, lectured at Fort Van- 
couver, W. T., Dec. 12, on “A Goose Quill.” Generals Mor” 
row, Greene, and others will follow in the course. 

Lizvut. Hue Huppert, ist Artillery, arrived at St. Louis 
Dec. 23 with seyen deserters en route to Fort Leavenworth 
prison. 

AccorpinG to the Washington correspondent of the Chicago 
Tribune, “ Aleck Ramsey is a genial, agreeable old gentile~ 
man, who will enliven the most harmouious relations with 
the military nabobs, but if they awempt wo crowd him, they 
will find that his Datch Pennsylyania blood will be hard 





to buck against. Ramsey can be lead almost anywhere in 
reason, but young unbroken mule can be driven in single 
harness easier than he can.” The “military nabobs” will 
take notice accordingly. 

A sTory appears, of which ‘that plumed pelican of Louis- 
iana, Gen, Geo. H. Sheridan,” is the hero. Standing by 
while President Hayes was entertaining a delegation of the 
fruit-growers association with a pomological discussion, 
Sheridan, who ‘ doesn’t know a pickled prune from a grafted 
squash,’ found himself confronted with the question: “ Gen- 
eral Sheridan, do you raise pears in Louisiana?’ ‘ Well, 
yes, Mr. President,” replied the General, ‘‘ we—we—always 
raise pairs in Louisiana—when we hold three of a kind.” 

.. COLONEL AND BrREVET Masor-Gen. Rost. 8S. GRANGER and 
Mrs. Granger were reported at Barnum’s, Baltimore, Dec. 
23d. 

Mars. Barry, wife of the late Gen. W. F. Barry, U. 8. A., 
died at Buffalo of pneumonia, Dec. 18. She was a most esti- 
mable lady, and her death is much regretted. 

ARRIVALS in Washington for the week ending Dec. 25, 
1879: Army—Lieut. C. H. Bonesteel, 21st Infantry; Lieut. 
T. J. Lewis; Gen. G. K. Warren; Lieut. H. Rowan, 2d 
Artillery ; Col. Chas. I’. Sprague, paymaster. Navy—Master 
E. M. Hughes ; Dr. H. Stewart ; Midshipman P. J. Werlich ; 
Engineer G. 8. Gates; Admiral Wyman; Dr. H. E. H. 
Harmon. 

THE Naval Academy register for 1879-80, just issued, 
shows that there are now at the Academy 261 cadet midship- 
men and 97 cadet engineers, divided as follows : Cadet Mid- 
shipmen—First class, 41 members; second, 66 ; third, 81; 
fourth, 73. Cadet Kngineers—First class, 23 ; second, 18 ; 
third, 28; fourth, 28. 

‘HE Philadelphia Jnquirer thinks ‘‘General Sherman's 
military fame is in danger of being eclipsed by his success as 
a leader of the german.” 

Lievt.-CoL. CnasLes P. Kinessury, U. 8. A., (retired), 
died I'nursday, Dec. 25 (Christmas day), at his residence, 16 
Hancock street, Brooklyn, The funeral takes place Satur- 
day, Dec. 27. Col. Kingsbury was graduated from the Mili- 
tary Academy July 1, 1540, being assigned to the Ordnance 
Corps as a 2d lieutenant. He remained in the Corps, going 
through the successsive grades up to lieutenant-colonel, 
until ne was retured at his own request, Dec. 31, 1866. Col. 
Kingsbury’s long service was marked by special ability and 
gallantry. He served with distinction m the Mexican war 
and in the war of the Rebellion. Was brevyetted 1st lieuten- 
ant Feb, 23, 1847, ‘‘ for gallant and meritorious conduct in the 
battle of Buena Vista,” and received the brevets of lieuten- 
ant-colonel, colonel, and brigadier-general,” for gallant and 
meritorious services during the rebellion.” He was at 
Harper's Ferry as superintendent of the armory,there when 
destroyed in April, 1861. Served as chief ordnance officer of 
the Army of the Potomac from August, 1861, to July, 1862, 
and subsequently was engaged on other imporiant duties. 
He was author ot an ‘‘ Elementary Treatise on Artillery and 
Infantry,” a contributor to the *‘ American Whig Review,” 
‘*Southern Quarterly Review,” ‘‘Putnam’s Mouthbly,” 
‘+ Souther1i Literary Messenger,” etc. Col. Kingsbury was an 
upright and honorable soldier and gentleman, and dies uni- 
versaily regietted by his comrades and friends. 

§. K. ScuwENk, Captain, U. 8, Army, on the retired list, 
was married on Christmas Eve, in Philadelphia, to Miss Mar- 
connier, of Indiana. He was a distinguished officer during 
the war, and was retired in 1876 by reason of wounds re- 
ceived in battle. Many officers of the Army and Navy were 
present. ‘The ushers were Captains Ford, Davis, McKibbin, 
and Lieutenant Gibson, of the Army, and Master M. K. 
Schwenk, of the Navy. A reception followed the wedding. 

Tue London 7'imes commends in the strongest terms Lieut. 
Greene’s report on the War in Turkey. ‘‘ His book,” it says, 
‘‘stamps him a military historian of the first class, for, 
though he does not aim at the word-painting of a Napier, he 
has achieved the success of a Chesney. Having a thorough 
grasp of his subject, he marshals the facts before us with 
military conciseness, brushes away the cobwebs of personal 
achievements with which other narratives of this war are 
clouded, follows the movements of the Russian armies with 
painstaking exactness, lays bare the failings of the com- 
manders, and criticises with no unfriendly yet with an un- 
spairing hand. ‘To the general reader this work cannot fail 
to be of interest ; but to the military student it will be 
simply invaluable.” 

Con. J. StoppaRp JouNsToN reports Gen. Lee as saying 
after his surrender : ‘‘‘ As to my own fate,’ said he. ‘I know 
not what is in store forme. I believe the politicians at 
Washington are bent on the most extreme measures, and, if 
they have their way, will stop at no humiliation they can 
heap on me. My sole reliance is iu Gen. Grant. I have faith 
in his honor and bis integrity as a soldier, and do not believe 
that he will permit the terms of my surrender or the parole 
given me to be violated.’” The sequel showed that Gen. Lee 
was correct,and remembering Grants indignant protest against 
the proposed arrest of Lee Col. Johnston says: ‘although 
opposed in the past, and expecting to be in the future, to 
Gen. Grant, politically, I have always felt that he was en- 
titled to the gratitude of the Confederate soldiers for this 
act,” 








A CORRESPONDENT of the Pionzer Press writes an 


on White River, Colorado, ‘Lhe troops seem to be 
enjoying themselves as well as possible, all things con- 
sidered, and to be comfortable in all respects. As this 
correspondent says: ‘‘‘I'nanks to old Daddy Sherman’s 
order, the men of the command are now at last clothed 
quite comfortably.” 





interesting account of the doings of the military in camp | 8* 


in that vicinity, that good u 
using in the Springfield rifl service cartridge 
wits wi forge of ponder nda fou 


round .45 cal. bullet, and shooti them 96 reduced ranges. 
at fact these of age by = LA ene Or Bh a 
ut jus its originator, Ist Sergeant Paul E. Scott, 
San Francisco City Guard, brother of Major Robert N. Scott, 
of the Army, should receive credit for this valuable contri- 
bution, that does so much to enhance both the ease and 
economy of rifle practice. It is well known hae og this 
vicinity, at leas' . Scott was the first to conceive idea, 
in his pistol, and subse- 


and also to put it in practice ; first 
quently in the Springfield rifle. 
ively more ber onnge) co ge than can P , 
air i, parlor rifles, or even ‘ Colonel yey 
musket.” It is believed that the omission of 1 
name from the circular above referred to was 

for outside of the ordnance establishment the Arm 
given to depriving inventors and discoverers.of either 
credit or protit to be derived from their in 
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Tux following orders, issued from the Headquarters 


Mil. Div. Atlantic and Dept. of the East, should have 
appeared under the proper heading : 

Leave of Absence.—Twelve days, Capt. Thomas Ward, 1st 
Art., Dec. 23, Fort Columbus, N. Y.H. Twenty days, to 
effect Jan. 10, 1880, Asst. Surg. H. O. Pau Dec, 18 
McHenry, Md. Twenty-five days, 2d Lieut. J. C. 
Art., Fort Monroe, Va. 

Leave Extended.—1st Lieut. F. C. Grugan, 2d Art., Dec. 
until Jan. 3, 1880. Asst. Surg. Valery Havard, 
ston, N. O., one month, Dec. 22. 1st Lieut. H. J. Reilly, 
Art., Fort Barrancas, Fla., twenty days, Dec. 20. 

Asst. Surg. Peter J. A. Cleary will proceed to Plattsb 
Bks, N. Y., for duty. On the arrival of Asst. Surg. Ci 
the post commander will annul the contract of the 
Assistant Surgeon now on duty at Plattsburg Bks (8. O. 
Dec. 18, D. E.) 

Major Richard Arnold, 5th Art., Act. Asst. Insp.-Gen. 
of the East, was ordered, Dec, 19, to proceed to Fort 
worth, N. Y. H., on public business (8. O. 226, Dec. 19, 
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Retirep Orricers at WasHIneTon.—85 
the Army are reported on duty at Washington 
retired officers resident there. The retired officers 
Generals 8. P. Hentzelman, 8. 8. Carroll, J. B. Ric 
etts, A. A. Humphreys, G. D. Ramsey, G. R. 

Jos. Holt; Colonels G. A. H. Blake. W. Chapman, 
Duncan, W. A. Emory, L. P. Graham, B. H. Hill, D. 
Hunter, C. McDongall, Alex. Montgomery, J, Oakes. 
and I. N. Palmer; Majors H. C. Bankhead, E. G. Beck- 
with, J. H. Whittlesey, Jos. Belger, M. Cogswell ; Cap- 
tains W. H. Andrews, W. P. Atwell, T. L. Brent, J. D. 
Devin, J. H. Donovan, J. S. Garland, F. H. Bates, W. 
P. Huxford, Jno. Miller, G Mallery, R. E. Parker, W. 
Rives, A. F. Rockwell, H. Schreiner, R. W. Tyler, M. 
F. Watson; Lieutenants Edw. Allsworth, R. C. DuBois, 
F. P, Gross, W. F. Halleck, J. H. McBlair, Jr., R. G. 
Rutherford, A. H. Von Leutwitz; Chaplains J. L. El- 
liott, John McCarty, G. P. Van Wyck. 
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Inrzrooganio Canat.—The well-known Capt. Bed- 
ford Pim, late of the Royal Navy, now a member of 
Parliament, who has been engaged in opening, by his 
own private efforts, railway transit from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific across Ni ua, last week read a paper be- 
fore the London Society of Arts on ‘‘ Interoceanic Canal 
Routes.” He said the Panama route was inadmissible 
in consequence of the vexatious and enduring calms 
prevailing on the Bay of Panama; that the Tehuantepec 
route was unfit because there is no safe harbor on the 
Pacific side, and that he believed the Nicaragua route 
would be ultimately selected, but he condemned Grey- 
town as a starting point. Hesaid the route from Pim’s 
Bay to Realejo was the most desirable one. . 

‘here are now several bills and joint resolutions be ~ 
fore Congress, each providing for the appointment of a 
commission to report the advantages of the various 
routes. Among the surveys to be considered is that 
made in 1875 by the expedition under Commander 
Edward P. Lull, United States Navy, by direction of 
the Secretary of the Navy. In compliance with a Senate 
resolution of March 3, 1879, Commander Lull’s report 
has been printed in a handsome volume just issued from 
the Government Printing Office. With the report are 
large and elaborate maps and plans. The proposed 
appointment of a commission, the action taken by the 
Canal Congress in Paris, and the publication ot the 
views of the advocates of the Ni route, make 
this volume, which also contains the report of the survey 
of the Napipi route, peculiarly interesting reading at 
this time. 

‘The House Special Committee on the interoceanic 
canal routes consists of eleven members—seven demo- 
crats and four republicans, with Mr. J. Floyd King, of 
Louisiana, as chairman, The other members are Mr. 
Singleton, of Mississippi, a member of the Com mittee 
on Appropriations; Mr. Whitthorne, chairman of the 
Naval Committee; Mr. Martin, of West Virginia ; Mr. 
Turner, of Kentucky; Mr. Nichols, of Georgia; Mr. 
Hutchins, of New York, and Mr. Conger, of Michigan, 
and Mr. Fry, of Maine, both of whom are on the Ways 
and Means Committee; Mr. Paige, of California, and 
Mr. Haskell, of Kansas. It is understood the commit- 
tee will be increased when Congress reassembles. 


N. B. Harwoop and Co., of Minneapolis, Minn. 
have sent us some samples of ‘their duck goods for fiel 
service, which, so far as we are able to judge, should. 
ive satisfaction. Their ‘‘ campaign ulster” has been 








ly used by officers on active service, notably Gene~ 
male Crook, Miles, etc., and is favorably spoken of. We 
understand they are to the garment. For frontier 
service, good servi clothing is a , and the 
Messrs. Harwood’s assortment seems well 
utted for that service, 














THE NAVY. 
Rurnerrorp B. Hares, President and Com’ der-in- Chief 


Riosarp W. Tuompson, Secretary of the Navy. 
Joun W. Hoge, Chief Clerk. 

Davm D. Porter, Admiral of the Navy. 

Srernen ©. Rowan, Vice-Admiral of the Navy. 


Burgav or Onpnaxce—Commodore Wi e : 
C. z, iM om Jeffers, chief ; 


AND (with re- 
mmodore) Earl English, chief; Lieutenant 
Bureau or NavieaTion—Ca (with relative rank of Com- 


modore) William D. Whiting, 
Bureau or YaRps AND tain (with relative rank 
; Commander George C. 


Richard L. Law, ; 
BUREAU oF MEDICINE AND SuReERY—Surgeon-General (with 
relative rank of Commod . chief ; Surgeon 
Adrian Hudson, assistant. pete thes. dun 
, BUREAU ae ke aND CLOTHINe—Paymaster-General 
with relative rank of Commod George ; - 
_—_— Chas. P. Themgeen. = ae oe 

UREAU OF Steam ENGInEERING—Engineer-in-Chief (with rela- 
ve of Commodore) William H. Shock, chief ; Chief Baginesr 


BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION AND ReParn—Chief Construc- 
tor (with ee Cee oe w. Busby, chter 
J == ADVOCATE Y waren William B. Remey, Marine 


StoNAL Orr Sid ptain Clark H chief tenan 
Edward W. Very, enclttant. , Driaty . 
Hyproersruic Orrics Samuel R. Franklin, super- 
° Allen V. Reed, assistant. 
Nava Onservatory —Rear-Admiral John Rodgers, supt. 
Navat AsYLum, ParapeLPaia— lore D. McN. Fairfax. 
Nava Acapemy—Rear-Admiral B. Balch. 


FLAG OFFICERS AFLOAT. 


Norra ArLantic—Rear-Admiral R. H. Wyman. 
Sourn ATrLantio—Commodore Andrew Bryson. 
Evcrorean Station—Rear-Admiral John (i Howell. 
Pactric Station— Rear-Admiral C. R. P. 

Asiatic StaTion—Rear-Admiral T. H. Patterson. 


OCOMMANDANTS NAVY-YARDS AND STATIONS. 
Commodore John C. Beaumont, Portsmouth, N. H. 
Commodore M. = Boston, Mass. . 
Commodore J. W. A. Nicholson, New York. 
Commodore Peirce Crosby, Le: Island, Penn. 


lore John C. Fe , Washington, D. C. 
Commodore Aaron K. Hughes, Norfolk. a. 
Sehimason Fx Const aioe 
olhoun, . 
—{ 3 uD sland 
munodore 1 
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Sim 





nm, Naval Station, New London, Ct. 
ison, Naval Station, Port Royal, 8. C. 


OOMMANDANT MARINE CORPS. 
Colonel Commandant, Charlies G. McCawley. 


NAVAL VESSELS IN COMMISSION. 
WHEN AND WHERE LAST HEARD FROM. 


* Iron-clads ; a. s., Asiatic station ; e. s., European station ; n 
a. 8., North Atlantic station ; P.8., Pacific station ; s. a. s., South 
Atlantic station ; s. s., special service. The iron-clads Ajaz, 
Comdr. H. B. Seeley: Catskill, Lieut. Jos. Marthon ; Lehigh’ 
Lieut.-.Comdr. Geo. R. Durand ; ce 9 Lieut, m. ‘- 
Rhoades ; Manhatian, Lieut.-Comdr. C. M. Anthony, are laid up 
at Brandon, Va. 





ADaMs (p. 8.), Commander John A. Howell. Mare 
Island. Repairing, and nearly ready for sea. 

Is nearly ready to sail for her station in the South Pacific. 

—_ ,- *) Moe R. _ G. Brown. New York. 

LASKA (p. 8.), Capt. George Brown. 

Was off I qui Dec. 1. a 

Auert, Comdr. 0. L. Huntington. Shanghai. 

ALLIANOE (e. s.),°Commander A. R. Yates. 

Has been 7 to duty with the North Atlantic Station. 

Commodore . H. Cooper and the board of naval inspec- 
tors arrived at Norfolk, Dec. 18, from Washington, and pro- 
ceeded at once to inspect the condition of the Alliance, 
just returned from Europe. On going on board the inspec- 
tors were received with a salute of eleven guns. The inspec- 
tion was completed in a few hours, and in the afternoon the 
board left, on their return to by ey on the steamer 
Lady of the Lake, The officers of the Alliance will now be 
detached, for she goes up to the yard. A new set of officers 
will be ordered to her on the ist of January next. 

ASHUELOT (a. s.), Comdr. Mortimer L. Johnson. At 
Shanghai. 
Co Lorapvo, Capt. Bancroft Gherardi. Receiving Ship, 
ew York. 

ConsTeLtaTion, Captain John Lee Davis. En 
route to New York. . 

Constirution (s. s.), Commander Oscar F. Stanton 
Cruising in the Gulf of Mexico, 

Enterprise (e. s.), Comdr. Thos. O. Selfridge. 


= 
a (o &), 7 Va. 

ANKLIN, Capt. Jas. H. Gillis. Receivin 
—. pes Toney 
NDEPENDENCE, Capt. Wm. P. McCann. Receivi 
Ship, Mare Island. , ibiboes 
— (8. 8.), +e oe Delano. New York. 

AMESTOWN (8. 8.), Comdr. Lester A. Beardslee. 
—, Alaska. : ‘ a 

RSARGE (n. a. s.), Comdr. He F. Picking. 
Port Royal. Ordered on a cruise to the Central Ameri. 
so etc. 
OKAWANNA (p. 8.), Capt. Ralph Chandler. Api 

Samonian Islands, when last heued deen, Sept. 20. “i 
, Marion (n. a. 8.), Comdr. Francis M. Bunce. 
En route to South Pacific Station. 
eee (8. 8. lakes), Comdr. Geo. W. Hayward. 

e. 


Mriynesota, Capt. 8. B. Luce. 
Will winter at New London. 

Left New York Dec. 19 and arrived at New London the 
next day with the Rocket in tow. She will winter at New 
London, and Com ae, commanding station there, 
lias been authorized to hoist hi Soon pemmeed on bens 

We learn that the investigation now going on before the 
U. 8. Naval Court of uiry, Navy- ' i 
to the case of collision between the U. 8. 8. 

Abbie a has 

liar turn. It appears that the master and crew o 
Pitman have rendered themselves liable to the charge of 
perjury. If this be proved, as now seems likely, it will show 


Apprentice Ship. 
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how des as their and must in the end 
ww desperate was hal case, must in the exonerate 
Mowooaoy (a. s.), Comdr. Geo. W. Sumner. 8 2 
Montavx*, Lieut. George M. Book. Washing- 


ton, D. C. 
New Hampsuire, Commo. Thos. Pattison. Store 
Ship, Port Royal. 
Ipsto, Comdr. C. H. Schoonmaker. 
Is ready for sea. Destination not yet announced. 
ONWARD Hie Lieut. -Comdr. Chas J. Barclay. 
Store Ship, , Peru. 


Patos (a. s.), Lieut.-Comdr. Jas. G. Green. 

Left Shanghai Nov. 8 for Tientsin. 

Passaio *, Comdr. Jas. D. Graham. Receiving Ship, 
Washington. 
oem a a. 8.), Mate Jos. Reid. Hospital Ship, Port 


sacoLa (f. s. p. 8.), Comdr. Edw. Terry. 
Callao, Dec. 13. 

PortsmoutH, Lieut.-Comdr. A. 8. Crowninshield. 
Training Ship. Washington. 
— (n. a. 8.), Capt. D. L. Braine. New 

ork. 

QuINNEBAUG (e. s.), Comdr. Norman H. Farquhar. 
Leghorn at last accounts. 

ANGER (a. s.), Comdr. Robert Boyd. 

Left Yokokama Nov. 7 for San Francisco. 

Rionmonp (f. s. a. s.), Capt. A. E. K. Benham. 
Now due at Hong Kong. 

Rio Bravo (s. 8s. Brownsville, Texas, ) Lieut.-Comdr. 
Chas. F. Schmitz. 

Saratoga, Comdr. Robley D. Evans. Training Ship, 


Washington. 
Suenanvoan, Capt. Robt. F. R. Lewis. En route to 


0. 
Sr. Louis, Captain Joseph Fyffe. Receiving Ship, 


League Island. 
Sr. Mary’s, CaptainHenryErben. N. Y. School Ship. 
. T. Sampson. At Boston, 


Swatara, Commander 
Mass., just commissioned and ready for sea. (For list 
of her officers see Journat of Dec. 13, p. 364.) 
Tatapoosa (8s. 8.), Lieut. David @. McRitchie. 
Arrived at Portsmouth, Va., Dec. 21. ‘ 
TiconpEROGA (s. 8.), Comdr. B. J. Cromwell. Pro- 
bably now on coast of India. 
Tennessee (f. 8. n. a. s.), Capt. D. B. Harmony. 


New York. 
Trenton (f. 8. e. 8.), Captain Henry Wilson. 


Sailed from Gibraltar for Villefranche Dec. 13. 

Tusoarora (p. 8.), Comdr. John W. Philip. West 
Coast of Central America. 

VANDALIA (n. a. 8.), Comdr. Richard W. Meade. 


New York. , 
Wasassa, Capt. 8. Livingston Breese. Receiving Ship, 


on. 
Waonvsett (s. s.), Comdr. Byron Wilson. Rio de 
Janeiro. 
Wyanvorre*, Lieut. C. H. Arnold. Washington. 
Wyomine (e. s.), Comdr. John C. Watson. Gib- 


raltar. 


VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. 

Tae Swatara was commissioned at Boston Dec. 24. 

Ir is estimated that in England there are at least twenty 
million dollars invested in private yachts, whose tonnage ex- 
ceeds five tons each, and that these give employment to not 
less than five thousand sailors. 

Tue Portsmouth, N. H., Gazette reports that the Lancaster 
when finished will be one of the finest and most substantial 
vessels in the Navy. She is to have the new boilers built at 
Providence, and the engine of the Antielam and a new 
screw propeller of greater power. Thus her speed against a 
head sea and wind will greatly increased. Her boilers 
will carry 40 Ibs. of steam, and her engines will indicate 
1,600 h. p. 

Aw Austrian magazine, in a recent issue, gives an account 
of the experiments which have been made in the employ- 
ment of the electric light for nautical pu: s. There are 
now electric lights at three points on the English coast—at 
Souter Point at the mouth of the Tyne, in two light-houses 
on the South Foreland, and in two at the Lizard. In 
France, electric lamps have been put in two light-houses at 
different points ; there is one in Russia, at Odessa ; and the 
list 18 completed with the electric light at Port Said, at the 
entrance of the Suez Canal. Its very intensity makes it un- 
suited for employment on low projecting headlands, and at 
points which vessels pass closely, because it blinds the eye to 
the lights of other vessels, and makes it difficult, also, to 
estimate the distance between the vessel and the light. For 
this reason the first electric light on the English coast, that 
at Dungeness, has been replaced by an oil lamp. 

A case of great interest to the Navy was tried in the 
Court of Claims at Washi mn on Tuesday, Dec. 16. W. 
Kilburn, now a master in the Navy, sent his ation to 
the Department in 1872, while an ensign in the Navy, with 
the usual privilege of revocation in six months. For some 
reasons, either technical or substantial, it was never formally 
accepted or ratified, and, after an interval of three years, 
(he in the meantime living as a citizen), he applied for 
restoration to the service. A private bill was passed by 
Congress restoring him to the naval service, and he was, by 
the record of the naval register, as well as by the increased 
sea service required of him, deemed by inference (under the 
conditions of the Navy) as an officer on leave returned to 
full duty. The resignation never having been finally accepted 
by the President, and the bill restoring him —s without 
the usual clause of agreement not to ask for any back pay, 
taken in conjunction with the service performed since, has 
led to the suit for back pay. He now sues for the difference 
of two years and — _— - — Fe ape ro oo 
the time of his offe rm ion me 0 restoration, 
without any conditions, in 1876. The amount claimed, with 
interest, is $2,200. 

“Us fellows stationed at the Brooklyn Marine Barracks,” 
writes ‘One of the Liberty Men,’ “‘ have read with gratifica- 
tion your quotation from the Brooklyn Hagle regarding the 
exemplary conduct of the fiberty men of that command on 
last Thankagiving day. It will seem to the incredulous, who 
are familiar with the last twelve year’s administration of that 


i ible that the ’s statement is correct. There- 
o coaenate ~~ following 
Lieut.-Col. 


cer 
ev temptation» large city attends, trae: te te 

te, mew an paths of ; 

yirtue and fidelity; to brand them with and dis- 





in himself an example of ney pooes q 
to duty, sobriety, and strict o mce to orders, excepting 
two non-commissioned officers, whose room for good men 
was preferable to their presence, and consequently rooted 
out and sent to coventry. The success of the past month’s 

has convinced the men that the secret of happiness 
d upon prompt and cheerful submission to commands. 

the — stands transformed, not, however, by a 
sim: . change,’ but by the exertion of execution, 
ski ‘and the careful moral training of an old soldier, whose 
principal weapon is that beautiful virtue justice, which gives 
to every man what is: his due, whether for good or evil, and 
whose tation is like that of Luther’s, ‘distinguished for 
rem ision, steadfast determination, and inflexible reso- 
ution.’ ” 





— 


NAVY GAZETTE. 





ORDERED. 
DecemBerR 19.—Midshipman Percival J. Werlick, to the 
Alliance on the 1st January. . 
ER 20.—Passed Assistant Surgeon John C. Wise, 
to the Naval Asylum, yom roy 
Paymaster Charles D. M: eld, to the Navy-yard, League 


Island, Pa., on the 2d January. 

DeceMBER 23.—Lieutenant-Commander French E. Chad- 
wick, to the Navy- New York, on the 26th December. 

Ensign Charles J. Badger, to temporary duty in the Bureau 
of Navigation. 

December 26. -Lieutenant-Commander C. H. Black, to 
the Hydrographic Office on the 5th January. 


DETAOHED. 


DecEeMBeR 18.—Passed Assistant Engineer Henry D. Mc- 
Ewen, from the Ashuelot, Asiatic Station, on the reporting 
of his relief, and ordered to return home, and report arrival. 

Passed Assistant ineer Cipriano Andrade, from duty 
at the Navy-yard, New York, on the 3lst December, and or- 
dered to take passage on board the Swatara to the Asiatic 
Station, and on arrival to report for duty on board the 
Ashuelot. 

December 19.—Lieutenant Edwin C. Pendleton, from the 
= Washington, on the 22d January, and ordered to 
the Swatara on the 24th January. 

DecemBer 20.—-Surgeon Wm. J. Simon, from the Alliance, 
peed 1st January, and ordered to proceed home and wait 
orders. 

Paymaster Arthur Burtis, from duty at the Navy-yard, 
League Island, on the 2d January, and ordered to settle 
accounts. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Henry C. Eckstein, from the 
Naval Hospital, Philadelphia, and ordered to the Alliance on 
the Ist January. 

December 26.—Master E. M. Hughes, from the Asiatic 
Station, and wait orders. 

Lieutenant W. E. B. Delahay, from the Franklin, and 
ordered to the Alliance. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE GRANTED. 
To Cadet Engineer M. E. Cooley, attached to the Alliance, 


at Norfolk, Va., for thirty 45 
To Cadet Engineers Wm. B. Dunning and Robert I. Reid 


for one month, and on its expiration to hold themselves in 


readiness for examination. 
To Gunner John G. Foster, attached to the training ship 


Saratoga for fifteen days from the 23d December. 
REVOKED, 


The orders detaching Cadet Engineer Mortimer E. Cooley 
from the Alliance, and to remain attached to that vessel. 


LIST OF DEATHS. 


In the Navy of the United States, which have been reported 
to the Surgeon-General, for the week ending Dec. 24, 1879 : 
John Meyer, first class fireman, December 8, on board the 
P. M. 8. 8. Colon, at Aspinwall (U. 8. 8. Monongahela.) 
John McLean Proudtit, midshipman, December 15, at New 
Brighton, Staten Island, N, Y. 
A. F. Engleman, seaman, December 7, U. 8. 8. Hassler, at 
San Francisco. 








MARINE CORPS. 
ORDERED. 


First Lieutenant G. F. Elliott, to command the Marine 
Guard of the Alliance, at Norfolk, Va. 








NAVY DEPARTMENT REPORTS. 
BUREAU OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY. 


Referring to accompanying exhibits of diseases and 
casualties of the service, Surgeon-General Wales states that 
it will be seen that the health of the officers and men dis- 
plays no material alteration since the last report, but it is 

oped that the active efforts of the Department now being 
exerted, supplemented by the sincere co-operation of officers 
of all grades, in improving the sanitation of ships-of-war, 
will, in the near future, result in such success as greatly 
diminish the sick rate. 

It was an opprobrium of wp, hag ow for years that no 
sufficient and practical plans had been devised to prevent, or 
even to ameliorate, the terrific suffering of early mariners ; 
and even when science finally furnished correct for this 
purpose, the supineness of officials or adherence to ancient 
customs furnished a barrier to their realization. 

The influence of the various causes of disease and death 
among seamen was, for a long time, not fully appreciated. 
It was i ined that good food and water were the chief 
essential of health on long voyages; that as long as the 
stomach was catered to efficiently it mattered little about the 
quality of the material with which the lungs were fed. This 
erroneous notion of the importance of abundant wholesome 
thousands of lives and millions 
of money. science has not labored in vain in 
later times in ant fact that pure 
air is triune with pure food and pure water in sus 
healthy and vigorous life. The broader mental culture an’ 


deeper interests in such studies, now prevalent among officers 
greatly to Gissteninate more correct views of 


air has cost nations 
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age, 

viands, fruits and vegetables, which have not only banished 

and allied diseases from the list of nautical horrors, 
but also placed within the reach of the seafarer means of 
even luxurious livi These are eminent achievements in 
these directions, and now inquiry is busy to devise better 
means for ventilation, to vouchsafe mioré ait and light to the 
denizens of nautical habitations. 

The distribution of air is imperfect under the present sintple 
conditions of open hatches and air ports, wind sails and ven- 
tilating tubes. Frequent efforts have been made to supple- 
ment the natural —— by mechanical contrivances, the 
primitive form of which consists of a fan enclosed in a suit- 
able box, turned by a crank; a canvas tube connecting the 
machine with the apartments below decks which are to be 
véntilated: The chief methods that have been suggested 
have been tested in one form or another, and all have been 
found not to fulfil all the desirable conditions of nautical 
ventilation. Impressed with this f the 
the 20th March, 1878, ordered a board, co; 
gent officers of the different branches of the service, ‘to 
examine into and ascertain the best system of ventilaticti, 
mechanical or otherwise, by which ships of the Navy may be 
more perfectly ventilated;” the subject was quite ——v 
considered, and the result of their deliberation was the adop- 
tion of the system now in use on board the Richmond, flag- 
ship of the Asiatic squadron. The method is based on the 


aspirator plan by means of a net work of tubes reaching 
every of the ship and terminating in a Jarge main, 
thro’ which the currents are drawn by a steam blower, 


thus ing the entirety of air within the ship; or the cur- 
rent may be reversed and the air drawn into the interior. 
This latter movement may be utilized in disinfecting by means 
of chemical substances in a vaporous state or by superheated 
steam. The success of this plan is pretty well assured by the 
favorable reports contained in private letters. The official 
reports, which embrace atmospheric examinations covering 
two quarters, are too few to authorize comparison with simi- 
lar observations made in other ships not prowided with the 
ventilator. The graphic trace herewith appended exhibits a 
sum of the observations made up to the present time. 
It may be mentioned, however, in this connection that the 
demonstration of the advantages of any system of ventilation 
by physical observations is surrounded by peculiar difficulties. 

he dangerous element of air vitiated by overcrowding is the 
organic exhalations of the lungs and skin, and there exists at 
present no ready, easy, and reliable means of estimating its 
quantity. It has been assumed that as this organic matter and 
carbon dioxide are at the same time products of the same 
vital changes that the amount of the latter in the air may 
be regarded as a gauge of the former. This assump- 
tion would, perhaps, be unobjectionable, were it not the 
case that grave errors may creep into the calculations by 
reason of the possible accidental presence of this agent in 
the air from other than vital sources, or the methods may be 
lacking in uniformity and exactness. 

This important question has been referred to competent 
officers for thorough examination. I am strongly impressed, 
however, with the belief that the U. 8. 8. Richmond is a 
complete success as far as ventilation goes, and this belief is 
strengthened by the personal testimony of the officers. 

This system of ventilation is not expensive when its effi- 
ciency is considered; of course it requires a great deal of 
alteration in a finished = to locate a sufficient number of 

ipes in proper position. For instance, its introduction on 
ard the U. 8. 8. Richmond involved an expense of $16,000. 
That judicious expenditures for improvement of health is 
true economy, has already been demonstrated in the Navy by 
diminished sick lists, fewer expensive medical surveys and 
lessened pension roll, as the result of improvement of sani- 
tary surroundings. It would, therefore, be a measure of the 
highest wisdom to introduce these important reforms into 
new ships, and into all the old ones when undergoing re- 


airs. 
‘ The department wisely decided in the case of the U. 8. 8. 
Richmond to substitute the large quadrangular ports, fitted 
with hinged doors, which at the same time improving the 
illumination, supplied, when opened, admirable fresh air 
adits. The influence of a stream of sunlight upon the 
physical and mental welfare of the occupants of the hitherto 
sinall, damp, and dark rooms of our naval ships, will be 
manifested in improved health, increased cheerfulness, and 
efficiency. The adoption of the new port in all of our 
vessels when being repaired is, therefore, recommended as 
an important sanitary measure. 

The forward portion of the ship assigned to the use of the 
sick and wounded is the worst that could be selected, for it is 
the place of all others which combines most of the disadvan- 
tages of ship life—dampness, motion, least air and light, and 
most noise. For these reasons it would be far preferable to 
locate the sick quarters somewhere in the waist of the ship. 

Precaution AGAINST YELLOW Frver.—The frequent in- 
fection of our ships in tropical ports where epidemic diseases, 
and notably yellow fever, prevail, demands the earnest con- 
sideration of the department. It has happened in spite of 
the closest attention to hygienic regulations, that yellow 
fever has gained a footing among the crews of vessels, and 
raged with such violence that nothing short of immediate 
departure for a northern climate sufficed to stamp it out. The 
vessels have to be laid up for a winter or so in expectation 
that severe cold will destroy the germs of the disease, but 
unfortunately there exists grave doubts of this being ever 
the fact; at least it has not proved successful in certain 
recent instances, for the return of the vessel to the tropics, 
as in the cases of the Plymouth and Susquehanna, was 
attended with a new outbreak. These and other examples 
show that disease germs in general, and yellow fever germs 
in particular, may have their development checked or their 
activity abated, but are not destroyed by even low tempera- 
tures. As far as experimental research on a small scale 
proves anything, heat is shown to be a far more potent 

mt of destruction to germ life than cold, The fs 
difficulties of applying heat on a large scale are doubtless 
great, but the fact rea ly is that experimentation in this way 
involves large expense, beyond the means of most private 
individuals, and therefore, but little has, up to the present 
time, been done. The terrific affliction of this country by 
epidemic diseases has raised the subject of the investigation 
their origin and spread, and the discovery of the best 
means of counteracting and controlling them, to the im- 
nee of national questions to be worked out under 
ernment auspices. 

Successful and reliable means of disinfecting ships speedily 
would be an immense gain both to the Navy and to the com- 
mercial marine, and would protect communities from the im- 
portation of epidemics, which destroy in a few months 
valuable lives, and cause the loss of vast wealth. For the 
above stated purpose, the establishment of a station on our 
northern coast. would be desirable, where vessels attacked by 
infectious disease — resort, the officers and crew trans- 
ferred to suitable buildings on shore, tho sick properly. cared 
for, while the rest of the men could dismantle the veasel and 
thoroughly cleanse and disinfect her. In this manner, in a 
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few days, the vessel would be ready for service, without an: 
fear being entertained of a recurrence of the disease. While 
the station would thus be serving the necessities of imme- 
diate use, ex on on the subject of disinfection 
might be on by trained medical officers of the Navy, 
who aré 80 well calculated, by their experience and abilities, 
for this work. I am convinced that the valuable information 
and experience thus obtained would soon repay the nation 
for the outlay incurred in pores pen = 3 the station, and I 
would, therefore, solicit your active exertions in securing an 
appropriation for this pe re I estimate the cost of the 
ground, the erection of suitable buildings, the purchase of 
machinery and disinfectants, to be $65,000. 

Hosrirais.—The hospital at Norfolk is being put in good 
repair, the damage by the hurricane in August last to build- 
ings and grounds requiring an expenditure of $3,999. The 
institution is being furnished with a steam heating sppemen. 
The hospital at Annapolis has been abandoned, the building 
used for quartering the sick within the grounds of the Aca- 
demy being sufficient. It is recommended that the hospital 
building be disposed of and the proceeds turned over to the 
hospital fund. The hospital at Mare Island is in efficient 
condition, and an urgent recommendation is made for the 
erection of suitable quarters for the medical staff in the 
acetal grounds at a cost of $15,000. 

ere are 41 officers and seamen of the Nayy in the 
Government hospital for the insane near Washington. 
oan — of hospital fund on hand October 1 was 








A VOLCANO IN THE STRAITS OF MAGELLAN. 


Tae London Jilustrated News, of November 15, 
1879, has an engraving, from a sketch by Lieut. Fleet, 
R. N., of a volcano seen in Smyth’s channel, lat. 49. 01. 
8., long. 3.30 W. (?) by H. M. 8. Gannet. The date is 
not given in the News, but it is probably the same vol- 
cano seen by the officers of the U. S. flagship Omaha in 
January, 1878, and reported to the Panama Star and 
Herald by Surgeon Geo. R. Brush, U. 8. N., who pro- 
posed it should be named for the ship ‘Mount 
Omaha.” 

One of the officers of the Omaha, writing home, said 
of it: ‘‘I must not forget to mention, that one morning 
while in one of the western channels we were treated to 
what we all thought a volcanic explosion, though no 
volcanoes in its direction, or, indeed in these straits, on 
the main land, are marked on our charts. We thought, 
therefore, of calling it Mount Omaha, but, unfortu- 
nately, cannot locate its exact position by cross bearings. 
‘* At first we saw a small, round white cloud which I 
remarked looked like the explosion of a shell. It 
changed form and size rapidly, and in a moment, Lieut. 
P., our navigator, remarked its shape was that of a 
little dog with a ribbon around its neck. A moment 
later, and in less time than I have taken to describe it, 
there shot up a dense column of smoke or vapor 
thousands of feet high, branching out like a tree at the 
top, very distinct and marked from all the surrounding 
clouds. What could it have been but a volcano in 
evuption? It was soon hid by intervening hills from 
view, but as we passed down the reach, we again 
opened to view what appeared to be the same water, 
from the bare summit of which two thin wreaths of 
smoke appeared to be ascending perpendicularly, while 
pe adjoining peaks, apparently no higher, were snow- 
clad. 

‘* Two or three hours before the explosion which I 
have described, a similar one had been observed, though 
not quite so magnificent in character. I shall be curious 
to know whether any one else notices the phenomenon.” 
Some months later, on the ship’s arrival at St. Thomas, 
we learned a volcano had been seen by a British gun- 
boat in the Straits of Magellan, a few days before it was 
seen from the Omaha, but whether it was the Gannet 
that then saw it or another I do not know. J 








MipsHIPpMAN ProvupFit.—Died on Dec. 15, at his 
father’s residence, New Brighton, Staten Island, Mid- 
shipman John McLean Proudfit, in the 25th year of his 
age. 
Stricken down on the very threshold of his career, 
yet had he lived long enough to endear himself to his 
classmates, and to obtain the respect of his superiors. 
His was not a character prone to hail in each new 
acquaintance a friend, yet those he had he clove to with 
all the love and generosity of his nature. His was 
rather a gentle disposition, always cheerful, never 
blustering or loud talking, yet when occasion presented 
itself he could show a high degree of determination and 
quiet fortitude. Many are the kindly acts which can 
be recalled by those who shared his intimacy. 
He was befittingly laid to rest by those who knew him 
and loved him well, with whom together he had 
struggled at his ‘‘ Alma Mater” for the prize of gradua- 
tion day, and with whom together he had been suc- 
cessful. 
The sorrowing home circle can know, that not soon 
will his memory fade away from the recollection of the 
comrades, who yy 9 round his bier, at that closing 
scene, to do the last offices of friendship. ws 
WF? 








Warrant Officers IN THE Navy.—lIn answer to the 
letter of Lieut.-Commander C. F. Goodrich, published 
last week, ‘* Fairness” writes us a letter in which he 
says: If it should be true, which I do not admit, that 
the position of warrant officers in the Navy is sought 
after in such ‘‘ swarms,” it does not hold good that they 
should be deprived of healthy quarters in certain rate 
ships. In morethan one instance have such apartments 
been condemned by medical boards as unfit for occu- 
pancy. The ‘growing opinion” referred to I do not 
believe is held by the veterans of the Service, who have 
borne the burden and heat of the day, on many trying 
occasions, with their warrant officers, who have ever 
been ready to do and perform all and every duty apper- 
taining to their branch of the Service, in ay cases, that 
of a higher e. The keeping below deck and burn- 
ing candles during the day timé (one candle a week) re- 
ferred to is not germane to the subject. matter in the 
letter of a warrant officer’s wife, 





Tur Arcentive Freer.—According to official 
the Argentine navy has but two ironclads, the 
and the Plata, sister ships, 180 feet long, 45. wide 
deep, of about 1,600 tons. Their armor is 
in its thickest part. The gun-turret has 7 to 9 
irom. Engines 175 horse power, but can be worked up 
to 500. They have double screws and can steam from 
7 to 8 knots. 

The Parand and Uruguay, are two gunboats, mixed 
system, but chiefly wood, 700 tons, steam 9 to 10 knots, 
each armed with one 115, one 64, and two 29-pounders. 

There are four floating batteries, small flat bottomed 
vessels, each having a 600-pounder, mounted on_a plat- 
form that can be raised and lowered. They draw 7} 
feet of water and can steam about 8 knots. 

There are twenty more vessels included in the report, 
and two torpedo-boats. The latter are new and ought 
to be serviceable, but the former are not worthy of men- 
tion, except as transports. 

The San Martin, a fine ironclad is now building, but 
will not be finished until 1882. The new gnnboats re- 
cently ordered will also be ready about that date. 











Tae SHan AND THE Hvasoar.—The following, re- 
ferring to the damage done to the Huascar by H. M. 8. 
Shah, is translated from the log-book of the Huascar. 
We suppose it may be believed, as it was never intended 
for publication: “ . . . The monitor was found to 
be damaged as follows: To port a ball in the armor and 
some danger done to the bulwarks and woodwork; to 
starboard a ball had perforated the armor and entered 
the officers’ mess-room; another in the armor towards 
the bows: a knee broken and other damages to the 
woodwork. In the interior of the ship, part of the 
quarter-deck was destroyed by a ball; a ball had pene- 
trated the turret about 2} inches; the chimneys of the 
engines and of the gallery were perforated in several 
places; the shrouds of the mainmast to starboard were 
completely destroyed as was the round-top ; the spanker- 
boom was on deck with its lifts cut; the mainmast was 
perforated by a ball; the topmast was much ; 
two cabin doors were completely destroyed and the 
cabins and turret were in complete disorder. The crew 
were employed the whole day in cleaning away frag- 
ments and in putting the cabins in arder. Four boats 
were utterly destroyed.” 








(Correspon‘ence of the Army and Navy Journal.) 
AFFAIRS IN WASHINGTON. 
Wasurnerton, Dec. 24, 1879. 


Wuatever view may be taken of Mr. Butterworth’s 
bill, providing for the retirement of Army officers, by 
those officers who would be immediately affected by 
the passage of the bill, we believe it to be the sober 
judgment of the intelligent and thinking portion of the 
Army that it would be far better not to attempt to de- 
feat all retiring bills, but to try to get one into a shape 
that will be acceptable. For iustance, if the limit of 
age could be established at sixty-five instead of sixty- 
two, there ought not to be great objections to it. The 
greatest opposition to any Army retiring bill will be from 
the oldest officers. And we are not quite certain that 
they do not injure their cause by their efforts to defeat 
any retiring bill that may come up. One senator re-_ 
marked that he had been interviewed by several gentle- 
men who had endeavored to secure his influence against 
such bills; but he said that one or more of the gentle- 
men had pretty well convinced him that they ought to 
be retired. , 

A war on a very small scale is now going on in Wash- 
ington; the parties on the one side being the friends of 
Dr. Wales, and on the other those who are opposed to 
the confirmation of the Doctor as Surgeon-General of 
the Navy. We are bound to believe that the President 
and Secretary Thompson acted in this matter for what 
they considered for the best interests of the Service. It 
is said, and generally believed, that Dr. Wales made no 
effort to get the appointment, and that he did not ex- 
pect it. He is one of those medical men who take in- 
tense interest in the practice of his profession. He has 
been the attending Naval Surgeon here for some time, 
and he has by his skill and remarkable success, as well 
as by his pleasing manners, made himself wonderfully 
popular. And his popularity is owing in a very great 
degree to his modesty and the absence of anything of 
the manners of a courtier. With a very few Yaa Yoon 
the Naval Surgeons who are senior to Dr. Wales have 
written or made their personal congratulations to him on 
his appointment, and as far as the line officers of the 
Navy are concerned they are as a general thing much 
pleased with it. ‘ 

But the friends of Doctors Williams and Gunnell are 
the ones, who, considering their friends as unjustly 
overslaughed, will try to prevent the confirmation of-Dr. 
Wales. Dr. Williams is a friend and we think a relative 
of Mr. Archer, ex-member of Congress from Maryland, 
and as Senator Wm. Pinkney Whyte is in turn, great 
friend of Mr. Archer, and,anxious, for politica! reasons, 
to conciliate him, Mr. Whyte, it is and J, is doing 
what he can to prevent the confirmation. Then Dr. 
Gunnell thought it unfair that eo chete be ordered to 
sea at this time, and it is said that his friends in onaine 
are proposing to inquire for what reason their friend 
was sent off to the Asiatic squadron! 
Thompson has, it is said, got his back up about 
matter, and he may make some if 
are propounded, that will sound unpleasantly to some 
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the old and new address should be given. 


any delay or failure to receive the JouRNAL, so that we may give 
the matter our immediate attention. 
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report of the House Naval Committee of 1812 says: 
“We present a species of national force (the navy) 
that, whilst it will best subserve the national defence, 
can operate least on national liberty. It is a bright 
attribute in the history of the sailor that he has never 
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THE NAVY AND CIVIL LIBERTY. 


DIPLOMATIC phrase nearly a quarter of a 
century old furnishes Capt. Luos, in the United 


NAVY JOURNAL. 


Service for January, with a text for an agreeable and 


destroyed the rights of the nation; In its defence only 
is he to be found.” Having thus disposed of the first 
or ‘‘dangerous” allegation of Mr. Maroy, Capt. Luoz 
turns to the second or ‘‘ burdensome” charge. On this 
point he says: 
A navy polices the seas, keeping down piracy and the im- 
ae of seamen. It pushes the work of discovery, 
ydrography, and astronomy to distant seas, and reduces 
the dangers of navigation. It gives countenance and con- 
fidence to our merchants doing business in foreign ports, and 
furnishes a moral support, rarely appreciated at home, to 
our ministers, consuls, and other representatives abroad. On 
the other hand the navy recruits very largely from the 
mercantile marine, and in it would be found in time of war 
its best reserves of seamen. By the last official returns the 
revenue derived from commerce (taking the average for the 
ten years last past), amounted, in round numbers, to one hun- 
dred and seventy-one millions of dollars annually. Deduct- 
ing six millions for expenses of collecting, there are left one 
hundred and sixty-five millions, one-third of which—fifty-five 
millions—would more than sufficient to maintain “a 
powerful navy.” But for the past ten years our naval ex- 
— have averaged only about twenty-one millions. 
we were to revive the ‘‘gradual-increase act” of 1819, 
and set apart from the customs three millions annually to be 
devoted to the setting up of ships of modern design, making 
an annual expenditure of twenty-four millions—less than 
one-sixth of the customs’ receipts—our Navy would soon 
regain the position, on a peace establishment, of respecta- 
bility it once enjoyed, and the expense would not be 
** burdensome to the people.” 


To these reflections of Capt. Luck we may add that 
the Navy can claim, if it chooses, pre-eminence in tak- 
ing ground for the personal liberty of all human beings; 
in our civil war. In July, 1861, Commander Guis- 
son, of the Atlantic Blockading Squadron, reported to 
Flag-officer SrrinGHAM, commanding the squadron, that 
sundry slaves had fled to the protectionof his vessel, the 
Mount Vernon, then in the Potomac; and he asked 
what to do with them. ‘They say that if they ° 
should be returned, they would be murdered,” wrote 
Commander Giisson—a phrase showing his own desire 
in the matter. Filag-officer Srrivenam, of the Minne, 
sota, forwarded, July 18, 1861, the letters of Commander 
Guisson to Secretary WELLEs, adding: ‘‘If negroes are 
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suggestive discourse on the theme prefixed as a title to 
this article. Its perusal has brought some additional 
points to our own mind—but first let us present the 
substance of Capt. Luor’s brief essay. 
The phrase just spoken of was used by Secretary 
Maroy in a letter of July 28, 1856, to Count SarricEs, 
in regard to the Congress of Paris of that year, which 
issued a manifesto in the form of a compact against 
privateering; and Mr. Maroy, while stating the views 
of the United States, which, he held, demanded an 
addition to the compact, protecting private property in 
belligerent vessels from seizure, unless contraband, said : 
all wtylnn ‘*The United States consider powerful navies and large 
: Keep’s Underwear. standing armies, as permanent establishments, to be 
Comprises all the newest and best goods for Fall wear. CANTON | detrimental to national prosperity and dangerous to civil 
and SCARLET TWILLED FLANNEL from 75c. to $1.50. AN-|,. P p 
GOLA FLEECE, SCOTCH WOOL and SHETLAND SHIRTS | liberty. The expense of keeping them up is burden- 
EMIT SHIRTS ond DRAWERS, 4 a He WOOL} some to the people.” Capt. Lvog accordingly refutes 
The Latest Novelties. this notion, so far as concerns powerful navies, but he 
Are now ready in Gents’ Silk, Linen and Cambric Handkerchiefs, | premises that Mr. Maroy ‘‘evidently intended the 
the best quality. Scarf Wings, Pins, Studs, Sleeve and’ Collar | adverbial phrase ‘dangerous to civil liberty’ to apply to 
Buttons at about one-half the usual cost elsewhere. the maintenance of large standing armies as permanent 
re gan Bae cee a ng — establishments, and did not intend it to qualify the 
tion, as we furnish the trade on the most favorable terms possession of powerful navies.” We think, however, 
SAMPLES and CIRCULARS mailed free. that Capt. Lvor’s inference upon Mr. Marcy’s intent 
“ Ay 5 ry tne hn ty % springs from his own firm conviction of the preposterous- 
ness of including navies in the sweeping charge. For 
ourselves, we find no such evident intent to except 
them. We think, on the contrary, that Mr. Maroy 
specially intended to include them. And why did he 
so intend? Because he felt it his duty to repeat a 


BRAIN AND NERVE FOOD. 
Vitalized Phos-phites. 
famous commonplace about standing armies being 
dangerous to liberty. But then he noticed that there 


COMPOSED page yy Many 8 ons PRINCIPLES OF THE OX- 
was nothing about armies in the question under discus- 


N AND WHEAT GERM. 
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Physicians have prescribed 200,000 packages. 

sion—that of privateering. Hence he added ‘‘ powerful 
navies,” and so was able to use the good old phrase that 
has so often been employed to defy effete despotisms 
with. We judge that it was the necessity of the case 


F. CROSBY, 666 6th Ave., N.Y. For sale by Druggists or mail, $1 

[PORTANT TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS. 
that brought forward the phrase; and in this view Capt. 
Lvoer’s text fits even more closely to his discourse than 


Great Reduction of Terme in the Celebrated 
he insists. 


to be used in this contest, I have no hesitation in saying 
they should be used to preserve the Government, not to 
destroy it. These men are destitute. Shall I ration 
them? They may be serviceable on board our store; 
ship.” Here, again, naval instincts broke out. Four 
days later Secretary Wettes replied: ‘It is not the 
policy of the Government to invite or encourage this 
class of desertions ; and yet, under the circumstances, no 
other course than that pursued by Commander Grisson 
could be adopted without violating every principle of 
humanity. To return them would be impolitic as well 
as cruel; and as you remark ‘they might be made 
serviceable on board our storeship,’ you will do well to 
employ them.” Secretary WELLEs was not a sailor but 
a statesman; yet his brief acquaintance with the Navy 
had already taught him to rely on the acts and instincts 
of reputable officers ; and thus, conservative as he was, 
he yet so responded that from that time forth the Ameri- 
can flag when it floated over a ship of the American 
Navy protected the slave. 

This was early in the war ; only a little later, Sept. 
25, 1861, Secretary WELLEs sent these directions about 
slaves, or ‘‘ contrabands,” as they had come to be called, 
to Flag-officer S. F. Du Pont, commanding the 8. A. 
Blockading Squadron, ‘‘ and others ”—that is to all : 
These can neither be expelled from the service, to which 
they have resorted, nor can they be maintained unemployed, 
and it is not proper that they should be compelled to render 
necessary and regular services, without a stated compensation. 
You are, therefore, authorized, when their services can be 
made useful, to enlist them for the naval service, under the 
same forms and regulations as apply to other enlistments. 
They will be allowed, however, no higher rating than boys, at 
° _—— of ten dollars per month and one ration per 





applica- 








One step more remains to note. July 2, 1862, one 
year before the Emancipation Proclamation, Secretary 
WELLEs directed this letter to Flag-Officer Du Ponr, 
‘* Among the persons known as contrabands, who have 
sought the protection of the United States, please ascer- 
tain if there are any men physically competent to enlist 
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examples, beginning with Greece, Rome, and Carthage, 
that powerful navies are not dangerous to civil liberty. 
It was the Athenian navy, composed mostly of the 
middle and lower classes, that won the great battle of 
Salamis—and accordingly Mr. Grore has styled the 
Athenian navy ‘‘the child and champion of Athenian 
democracy.” 
army from which, however strong and powerful, no 
danger can ever be apprehended to liberty ; and accorJ- 
ingly it has ever been assiduously cultivated, even from 
the earliest ages.” In our own country the same senti- 
ment has more than once found utterance. Thus the 


However, Capt. Luo proceeds to argue from historic 
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in the Navy for service in the Pacific, at landmen’s 
wages. If so, a vessel will be sent totake 150 of them 
to the Isthmus. About the same number could be used 
advantageously in the vessels now fitting for sea, as 
shipping does not keep pace with the naval wants.” 
Thus it will be seen that the fugitives were treuted well, 
and employed on wages at an early date, and soon after- 
wards enlisted in the Navy. We add this point to indi- 
cate that the Navy—and then it was a powerful navy 
for its day—is not only not dangerous to civil liberty, 
but not dangerous to individual liberty; and that the 
stern discipline, unquestioning obedience, and absolute 





submission to orders which it requires, do not foster a 
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spirit of tyranny, but leave its officers loyal to the in- 
stincts of humanity and sensitive to the duties and 
privileges of American freemen. 


PORTER AND POPE. 


Ir the beautifully printed and published ‘‘ Army of 
Virginia from Cedar Mountain to Alexandria,” which 
Gen. Gzorcz H. Gorpon has just issued, had been 
styled ‘‘A Historic Invective against John Pope,” it 
would have been quite as aptly and expressively named. 
And yet, after all, how can a history of the single short 
eampaign of that Army be written, without being a 
monograph for or against Gen. Porz? The Army of the 
Potomac had many commanders; the Army of the Vir- 
ginia, one. With Gen. Porz it made its appearance; 
with him, its exit. Besides, the disasters it experienced 
naturally cause the spirit of the historian to be critical 
regarding Gen. Popz—and when Gen. Gorpon appears 
in that office, his criticism is extremely fierce. 

Gen. Gorpon, however, is out of bounds when he un- 
dertakes to prove that Gen. Popr’s campaign was utterly 
destitute of military knowledge or skill. The extremely 
* ill-judged talk with which Gen. Por began his cam- 

paign, was almost sure to subject to him criticism; and 

when an officer fails, after such promises, no matter how 
creditable his attempts, he is abused all the more. An 

officer who pledges himself to do great things commits a 

blunder—yet nothing is more common in military pro- 

fession, where self-reliance and courage are universal. 

If he gains enormous victories, people say that he just 

saved his pledges; if he gains moderate victories or suf- 

fers defeat, his promises are properly quoted against him. 

Gen. Popr’s discussions of military movements now en- 

joy such a reputation for moderation and clearness that 

one can hardly imagine him to be the same officer who 
explained his prospective campaign of 1862 to the Com- 
mittee on the Conduct of the War. 

Nevertheless, Gen. Popr, we hold, immediately showed 
skill, on assuming command, in the rapid concentration 
of his forces, which had been sprinkled about in all di- 
rections; he showed true appreciation of military neces- 
sities, when he brought his Army north of the Rappa- 
hannock, on the arrival of LonastreEet and JAoKson, 
shortly after the middle of August. The dispositions of 
his troops on the 27th of that month, for the capture of 
JACKSON, were also those of a military mind, and not of 
the charlatan that Gen. Gorpon depicts. But when 

- Gen. Pore laid the burden of his subsequent disaster on 
the shoulders of Gen. Porter, and accused that officer of 
deliberately sacrificing the Army of Virginia and the 
country, he did a gross injustice, which has required the 
lapse of seventeen years for its rectification. Indeed it 
has not yet been fully rectified, though we presume there 
is no doubt of Congressional action favorable to Gen. 

PorTER. 

We cannot, of course, transfer to our columns the 
more than four hundred pages in which Gen. Gorpon 
constructs his argumentative narrative against Gen. 
Pope’s conduct of his command; but we may indicate 
in general his criticisms. Gen. Gorpon, as our readers 
are aware, was formerly an officer of the Regular Army. 
He graduated from the Academy in 1846, and was im- 
mediately engaged in the Mexican war as second 
lieutenant in the Mounted Rifles (afterwards 3d Cavalry), 
when he was brevetted for gallantry in action. He was 
aftrwards promoted to be first lieutenant. He was the 
first colonel of the 2d Massachusetts regiment, and was 
soon in charge of a brigade, and was brevet major- 
general of volunteers. Before the war he had resigned 
from the Army and was practising law, to which pro- 
fession he returned after the war. 

The leading blunders, then, of which Gen. Gordon 
accuses Gen. Pops, are, first, of sending ‘‘such a general 
as Banks to fight such a general as Jaoxson;” and 
‘*that we were defeated at Cedar Mountain was due to 
the confidence which a good commander would not have. 
reposed in a mere politician.” Secondly, Porz “al- 
lowed Jaoxson to turn his right and gain Bristoe Station, 
without any knowledge of this hostile movement.’ 
Thirdly, he ‘‘ trailed his whole Army to Manassas Junc- 
tion on a vain pursuit of a small detachment of the 
enemy.” Fourthly, he might have thrust the whole 
Union Army between the commands of Lonastrret 
and Jaoxson, but only sent a small ‘‘ and an undecided ” 
command to occupy a position from which LonestrEret 
easily won it. Fifthly, Porz impaired the efficiency 
of his cavalry by sending it on unimportant quests. 
Sixthly, he handled his troops badly on all occasions. 

These criticisms are not numerically arranged thus 
by Gen. Gorpon, but were so put them for convenience. 
We do not undertake to reproduce the exhaustive fund 
of epithets that the author applies to Gen. Pork. 
Undoubtedly the book will be eagerly read, as a re- 
markable contribution to the Popz-PorTer controversy, 


which has already lasted so many years. 








COMPULSORY RETIREMENT. 

Mr. Burrerworrs’s bill (H. R. 2905), providing for 
compulsory retirement of officers of the Army at the 
age of sixty-two (referred to in Journat of last week), 
will doubtless come up for Congressional action soon 
after the Christmas holidays. The bill is of vital im: 
portance to the welfare of the Army. 
Much valuable time has been frittéred away at recent 
sessions in trying to reorganize the whole Army. Some 
pronounced in favor of reorganization, many opposed it, 
a few were indifferent, nothing could be determined 
upon, and, after months of exhaustive contention and 
debate, the matter was laid on the shelf. But here is a 
bill upon which action may be had _ without 
delay. The Army is undoubtedly in favor of 
compulsory retirement at a certain age, for why 
should it not be, honorable promotion, so eagerly 
looked forward to, depending to a large extent upon it ? 

So far as we can learn but few oppose the bill, but 
those few (likely to be immediately affected by its pas- 
sage), having the advantages of power and place may, 
by persistent effort, overcome the wishes of the majority. 
The scattered friends of the bill are without organization 
or unity of purpose. To effect a victory, there must be 
a change. If it is their earnest desire that the bill shall 
become a law, now is the time for them to concentrate 
their energies upon it, and unite for the common good. 
There seems to be but little doubt of the wisdom of 
compulsory retirement, especially in our service, where 
promotion goes so slow. But if time is wasted in at- 
tempting what may be well deemed ‘‘ the impossible”— 
a complete reorganization—the bills affecting the Army, 
of lesser magnitude but possibly of more real import- 
ance, will go unooserved. By taking a special interest 
in this one important bill of compulsory retirement at 
the present session, by letting other matters of less im- 
mediate interest go to a more propitious season, and by 
letting the voice of the majority be emphatically and 
directly heard, it may be brought to a successful issue. 
Thus one step, and a most important and beneficial one, 
will have been taken towards reorganization, to be fol- 
lowed in due time and progression by others, until the 
end is attained, and a reorganization, which could not 
be effected at one bound, will be accomplished by a 
slow but sure method of procedure. It may be added 
that it is important to our service that there should be a 
law on this subject which would affect all alike, without 
distinction or favor. 








WE have various inquiries as to the expediency of 
sending money to brokers, who advertise that fortunes 
are quickly made by investing money with them on a 
margin in the purchase of stocks. We most earnestly 
advise our readers to have nothing to do with any such 
schemes. Were it prudent to purchase stocks ‘‘on a mar- 
gin,” under any circumstances, it certainly cannot be ad- 
visable to deal in such matters, with men about whose 
personal character or public reputation you know noth- 
ing. We shall take pleasure in giving all the informa- 
tion in our power to readers who ask for it, and we shall 
be obliged if any one who has found reason to distrust 
the honesty and fair dealing of houses advertising in the 
JovuRNAL, will inform us of the fact. 

A few weeks ago the writer was conversing one even- 
ing at a New York club with a well known physician of 
the city. In the course of the conversation the doctor 
gave an account of his investment in a certain railroad 
stock, of which he had great hopes, and which a broker 
in Wall street was carrying for him, un ‘‘an ample mar- 
gin.” The next news was that the market had dropped 
some ‘‘fifteen points” on our friend, the doctor; the 
broker lost his head, and instead of sending for more 
margin, which he might have had, sold his client out ; so 
instead of carrying a comfortable balance to his credit, 
the doctor was obliged to foot a bill of four thousand 
dollars. Though his manners are usually ‘child-like 
and bland” it is not strange, if, under the circumstances, 
he fell for the moment into the evil habit of ‘‘ our Army 
in Flanders.” 

If such are the perils of investing ‘‘on a margin,” 
with brokers of reasonably good standing in Wall street, 
how much greater the peril of dealing with sharks, 
whose only rule is to get all they can and keep all they 
get. Look out for them, however attractive their an- 


nouncements appear. 








A CORRESPONDENT at one of our western posts, whose 
service indicates experience, repeats the often heard 
complaint that one of the principal causes of the numer- 
ous desertions from the Army is, that the enlisted men 
are required to pertorm so much manual labor (such as 
building barracks, making roads, etc. ), that they come to 
consider that theircontract of enlistmentis not being faith- 
fully carried out, as they enlisted for soldiers not for 
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laboring men, and that while they have no wish to es- 
cape or avoid their proper military duties, they have a 
decided distaste for those duties ahove referred to; hence 
desert. These hardships, however, have been, and still aré 
to some extent inevitable, but more recent reports seem 
to indicate that the matters complained of are gradually 
righting themselves, and it is hoped will soon disappear. 





Messrs. Sonuyier, Hartley, and Graham have pub- 
lished in neat pamphlet form, the whole of the discus- 
sion on the ‘‘Command of the Army,” by Gen. James 
B. Fry and Col. W: M. Wherry, U. 8S. A., references to 
which have heretofore appeared in the JournaL. The 
pamphlet will amply repay the reading. As the pub- 
lishers say in their preface: ‘‘The subject has been 
quite fully discussed by Gen. Fry~and Col. Wherry ; 
and their able letters, covering as they do every aspect 
of the case, and containing so many important refer: 
ences to authorities and historical events, have been read 
with mueh interest, so much so that The Field Glass 
has been called upon for copies of the discussion, and 
has therefore prepared it in pamphlet form for the con- 
venience of its readers and for the benefit of those whose 
duty it may be hereafter to consider the question in 
legislating for the Army.” 








Wir this number of the Journat we present to our 
readers a supplement—an ‘‘illustrated Christmas supple- 
ment” it might be called—containing one of the most 
valuable professional papers we have yet published. 
It is the report of a board of officers, appointed by 
Rear-Admiral C. R. P. Rodgers, and consisting of Capt. 
Breese, Chief Engineer Robie, and Lieutenants Inger- 
soll, Kennedy, and Mason, to examine the Huascar, 
after her late action, and report on the injuries she had 
received. This report we now print, and, at a con- 
siderable expense, we have had reproduced thé midst 
important of the drawings by which it is accompanied. 
We need not point out the high value of this report and 
its illustrations—they will palpably serve as the basis 
for reopening de novo the discussion of the offence and 
defence, the gun and the target, in modern naval war- 
fare. No equally important contribution to this discus- 
sion, drawn from the results of actual fighting, has yet 
been furnished. We desire also to call general attention 
to the obligations under which our American officers on 
the South Pacific Station have placed the naval pro- 
fession, not only in our country but throughout the world, 
by the exceeding promptness and perfection with which 
they have observed and reconciled the experiences of 
the war which has in an unexampled may subjected 
iron-clads to the crucial test of actual battle with each 
other. 


A CORRESPONDENT suggests, for the consideration of 
the Army and Navy, the adoption of a plan for an 
annuity fund, which has been proposed for Harvard 
University by President Eliot. The corporation pro- 
poses annually to appropriate to the benefit of each per- 
son in the service of the University a small per cent. 
(say five per cent.) of his salary, and to place this sum 
to his individual account. To this account will also be 
added a small sum deducted from the person’s annual 
salary, and the sum total of the credits upon the ac- 
counts will be separately invested under the name of the 
‘‘annuity fund.” The fund thus created will be in- 
creased by the addition of yearly interest, and upon the 
death of any participant in the system his administrator 
or executor will be paid the amount then standing to his 
credit; or, upon certain conditions a participant may, if 
he prefer, take a retiring annuity during his lifetime. 














Ovr South American correspondent writes, Dec. 13: 
‘‘There is no war news of importance this week. A 
telegram of doubtful authenticity reports a fight between 
2,500 Chilians and the remnants of Buendia’s army at 
Sarafaca. A few of the cavalry frem the routed Peru- 
vian army have succeed in reaching Arica. President 
Prado has turned over the duties of director of the war 
to Admiral Montero, and has returned to Lima, where 
for some days he has been attempting to form a new 
ministry. Many as the applicants for power were when 
there was money to be made iu office, few are now will- 
ing to come forward and guide their country in its hour 
of peril.” ee ee 
A sranoxn of the U. 8. Naval Institute has been 
formed on the Pacific Station, and a large number of 
new members have joined. Rear-Admiral C. Kk. P. 
Rodgers has been elected vice-president and Lieut. T. B. 
M. Mason corresponding secretary and station treasurer. 
At a meeting held on Oct. 30, with Capt. K. R. Breese 
in the chair, Lieut. Mason read a paper on ‘‘The em. 
ployment of torpedoes in steam launches against vessels- 
of-war.” The next paper to be read will be on “The 
battle off Angamos between the Huascar and Chilian 





ironclads.” 


One tag his 


~ "* 
PT ng PRONE Ser ama = 


SE 


eee 











INJURIES TO THE HUASOAR. 
REPORT OF BOARD ORDERED BY REAR-ADMIRAL RODGERS. 


On the 14th of vege bom go ing nS P. 
gers, commanding tation, 
addressed the letter which follows to 4 board of officers 
ordered by him to inspect the Hwascar : 
U. 8. Frae-Srip Pensacota, (2d ad 
Coquimro, Chili, October 14, 1879. Jf 
: Should free access be given us to the 
ironclad Hwascar, recently captured by the Chilian 
squadron, you will visit that ship upen her arrival here, 
and will make a careful examination of the injuries she 
has sustained, and the effect produced upon her armor 
and hull by the Chilian projectiles. 

You will make such sketches as shall be permitted, and 
will embody in your report all the information which 
will be interesting to the Navy Department and to Naval 
officers, agen: f in relation to the ordnance, armor, 
construction, and engines. 

You will carefully avoid doing anything that could, in 
any way, be considered objectionable by the Chilian au- 
thorities, and will carefully consult them in this respect. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully your obe- 
dient servant, 

C. R. P. Ropazrs, 

Rear-Admiral, Commanding, U. 8. Naval Force on 
the Pacific Station. 


In their rt to the Admiral the board give a 
description of the Huascar, substantially such as has 
been published in the Jovrnat. From it we extract, 
however, the description of the armor as follows : 

The armor plates on the hull abreast of the turret 
chamber, fire, and engine rooms, are 414 inches thick, 
diminishing from these points forward atid aft to 244 inches 
at stem and stern, and are backed by 10 inches of teak and 
the iron skin of the vessel, which is % inch thick. The 
turret, on the Coles system, has an exterior diameter of 
about 22 feet. It has 5!¢ inches of armor backed by 13 
inches of teak, and }¢ inch iron skin. Just in front of the 
guns, the plating is reinforced by 2 inch plates, and the back- 
ing decreased that much. 

Just abaft the turret and forward of the smoke pipe is the 
contiing tower, or pilot house, of hexagonal shape. It is 7 
feet 6 inches high above the deck, 8 feet wide. and 5 feet 2 
inches in length (fore and aft), and is plated with 3 inches of 
armor, backed by 8 inches of teak, with two 14 inch iron 
= The armor extends 6 inches above the backing, and 

poet with 8 sight holes, each 10 inches long and 1 inch 

. Formerly there was a bridge or welk over this tower. 
The report continues as follows : 


General diagram marked ‘‘ A” shows the location of 
the injuries received by the Huascar during the action. 
Each hit has an assumed number, for reference in the 
detailed description. 

No. 1. Diagram ‘‘ A” is from a 250-pounder Palliser 
chilled armor piercing shell. This was a raking shot, 
striking the head of the stem, glancing epuents, and 
carrying the bitts on the topgallant forecastle. 

No. 2. Diagram ‘‘ A” is from a 250-pounder; entered 
on starboard side of topgallant forecastle, and went out 
on port side, carrying away the bitts, heads, etc., under 
the topgallant forecastle. 

No. 3. Di ““A,” a glancing shot from a 250- 
pounder, striking a 4} inch plate about 8 feet above the 
water-line abreast of the smoke pipe indenting, but not 
cracking or penetrating the plate. 

No. 4. Diagram *‘A,” from a 250-pounder shell, 
piercing the armor abreast of the engines, 24 feet above 
the water-line, and entering just above the engine-room 
gallery, bursting in the armor-backing, tearing an irre- 
— hole, 4 feet by 3 feet 2 inches in its greatest 

imensions, and curling up the inner iron plating. The 
explosion destroyed the engineer’s state-room on that 
side, carried away a portion of the engine-room gallery 
rail, and fragments of shell and splinters riddled the 
bulkheads on the port side. No injury resulted to the 
mos Sand 6. D damaged 

os. 5 and 6. iagram ‘‘ A” the hammock 
netting on the starboard side aft. 

No. 7. Di ‘© A,” a 250-pounder shell, pierced 
armor on quarter 24 feet from the water-line 
and nearly abreast the break of the poop-deck, and burst 
in the armor-backing; destroying a state-room on that 
side ; making an irregular hole in the backing and inner 
skin 4 feet by 8; breaking three deck-beams; starting 
the spar-deck, and carrying away the iron leading-block 
for tiller chains, which led to the fighting-wheel under 
the conning-tower. 

No. 8. Diagram ‘‘ A,” a 250-pounder shell entered 
near stern-post on starboard side, exploded in the back- 
ing, breaking off the head of the stern-post, breaking 
three deck-beams, and carrying away blocks of relievin 
tackles which were in use after the damage to the | 
—— by shot No. 7. 

o. 9. Diagram ‘‘ A,” a 250-pounder, went through 
the wooden upper-works of poop on the port side, and 
demolished the lamp-room under the poop on that side. 

No. 10. Diagram “A” went through hammock rail on 


port side. 

. ‘*A,” a 250-pounder shell, entered 
— quarter, piercing the armor 24 feet from the water- 
ine, and about 10 feet forward of the break of the poop, 
and burst in the armor-backing, tearing an irregular 
hole, and destroying the state-room on that side. 

No. 12. Diagram “A,” a glancing shot from forward, 
struck armor abreast main- ng, making an irregular 
indentation about 2 inches deep in the armor plate. 
This shot probably carried away three of the chain-plates 

ng. 


to main ri 
Peasy = ** A” and ‘‘F” entered the forward 
uarter. on port-side, breaking 
zle of the 12-pounder — Lejurieg the 
engine-room skylight on port-side, and the pin-rail abaft 
the main-mast. 
No. 14. Diagram ‘‘ A” damaged the hammock-rail on 


ono. 18. Diagram A.” «Soe shot, 
0. 15. “a” © pounder ci 
struck upper edge of side-armor, anreail' the ey on 
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penal on the turret diagram ir 
—_ 4" 250-pounder shell entered 
a the bulkhead of turret chamber, and 
in the wood backing, destroying the boatswain’s 

room on that side. 

No. 17. “A.” “B,” and “0,” and sketch 
No. 1, “C,” a 250-pounder struck the plate 
which formed half the right gun-port. The hole is 2 
fest Soom Gee poets ond to genecally oval in on the 
outside, 12x9 es, 5 inches fidm flié deck line. 
The hole through the plate is quite smooth and a!most 
circular in , about 9 inches in diameter. The shell 
evidently exploded in the backing, making a jagged 
hole 2 feet high by 1 feet 6 inches wide in its maximum 
dimensions, and bending and tearing the skin. ; 

The a struck the right trunnion of the right 
gun, injuring it, the cap-square, the rim-base, and the 
corner of the carriage. There are also several scores on 
the gun and on the beams overhead. The left edge of 
the plate was driven back 2 inches, and the upper right 
hand corner over the centre of the port started out about 
linch. A bolt over the port is started out 1 inch. This 
shot entered at about an angle of 30 degrees with a 
normal to the surface of the turret. 

No. 18. Di “A” “B®” and “CO,” and sketch 
No. 2, d **C,” a 250-pounder, struck the turret 
near the right side of the breech of the right gun, 3 feet 
above the deck, and near the left edge of the plate. 
The hole is about 15 inches by 12 inches on the outside, 

uite irregular, and oblique to the surface of the turret. 

he plate is driven back along the left side and top 1} 
inch, and the upper right hand corner started a little. 
The plate was split by the shot into 3 layers, giving it 
the appearance of laminated armor. The ring around 
the top of the turret, 1 inch thick by 3 inches wide, is 
broken and bent up. None of the bolts in this plate are 
started on the outside. It evidently burst on passing 


through the backi as the hole on the inside is Very 
j , about 2x1 feet 8 inches, and the skin is badly 
torn. Some of the pieces of the projectile struck the 


right side of the breech of the left gun, scoring it very 
much, in some places an inch deep, and smashing the 
sight-bar. The greater portion of the shell struck in the 
sighting-hole to the left of the left gun; tearing the iron 
beams and backing arouind it to 4 great extent. 
No. 19. Di s‘*A” and ‘“G,” and sketch No. 1, 
a 250-pounder shell struck an angle of the conning- 
tower on the port side, aft, breaking the 3 in. iron-plate 
on its edge, as shown by sketch No. 1, and burst, de- 
stroying the fire-room ventilators and the forward part of 
the smoke-pipe casing above the deck, since temporarily 
repaired. 
0. 20. Di “A” and “G,” and sketch Nos. 1 
and 8, a 250-pounder shell, pierced the after armor-plate 
of the conning tower onthe port side, about two feet 
above the Gok, making an irregular hole in the plate 
about 12 in. in diameter, and burst in the teak backing 
of the forward plate on the —— side, forcing off that 
plate so that it fell on deck (sketch No. 3.) 
No. 21. Di “A” and ‘*G,” and sketch No. 2, a 
250-pounder raking shot from aft, struck the after thwart- 
ship plate of conning tower near its top, making an ir- 
regular hole, as shown in sketch No. 2. 
hots 19, 20 and 21, are also supposed to have de- 
stroyed the bridge which crossed the deck over the con- 
ning-tower, and pieces of which were found on deck 
after the action. 
There were, also, a great many holes in the smoke- 
pipe, of various dimensions, as shown by diagrams E 1 
and E 2, and the deck was scored in many places, but 
was not penetrated. 
No. 22. Di “A,” “*B,” and ‘C,” a glancing 
shot made an indentation on the turret one foot above 
the deck, and near the left edge of the plate, 10 in. long 
by 2 in. deep, setting back the plate 1 in. 
No. 23. Diagrams ‘‘A” and ‘‘C,” a glancing, made 
an indentation on the side of the turret farthest away 
from the ports, about 8 in. long by } in. deep. 
Near the latter indent are numerous small scores vary- 
ing from 1 to 3 inches in ~~ and } to } in. in depth, 
probably from pieces of shell No. 15. 
On the starboard side of the deck, about 3 feet from 
the turret, are some scores which are very shallow, and 
have done no injury to the glacis plate which surrounds 
the turret. 
No. 24. Diagram ‘‘ A,” struck the capstan, and break- 
the spindles, knocked the capstan overboard. 

e iron mast was penetrated at a height of some 20 
feet above the deck by a projectile which made a hole 
about 4 inches in diameter on one side. There was, ap- 
Tempe no injury to the small amount of rigging about 
this mast. 


in 


The mast or column 4971 the standard compass 
on the was struck in two places, apparently by 
Nordenfeldt projectiles, and the flag-staff at the stern 
was also shot away. 

Three of the four of the boat davits on the starboard 
side were destroyed, and the remaining one bent out of 
shape. The starboard boats are missing. The steam 
launch boiler, stowed on the spar deck, was also demol- 
ished by Ernie during the action. 

From the official reports, it seems that the Almirante 
Cochrane was struck three times, suffering no material 
damage. The Blanco Pncalada was not hit at all. 

The description and number of projectiles fired by 
the vessels engaged, so far as re is as follows: 

The Almirante Cochrane fired 45 250 pndr. Palliser 


der toe. charge ;'16 7-pounders” 450 7 in: 
Rea Paap "mien i 
The Blanco Bnooltds fred 61 260 pdr. Palliser Chilled 
Iba. < eo ; 2 T-pounders, 350 7 im 
Bony P 
ai 
mor 


war fired 40 800-pndr. Palliser Chilled Ar- 
Shell, 50 Ibe. 

Total number of 250-pounders fired at the Huascar, 76; 

[Sern eae numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 11, 12, 15, 16, 





. 


17, 18, 19, 20, are shownon “A” 

Shots num) 7 8, diagram ‘‘A,” ed the 
steering gear and killed the people at the relieving tackle. 
No. 16 entered the turret chamber, temporarily jamming 
the turret and killing the men at the revolving winch. 
Nos. 17 and 18 killed or wounded the crew in the turret 
and killed the 2d and 3d officers in command. 


Nos. 19, 20, and 21, destroyed the conning-tower, oF 

ilot-kouse, killed Admiral Grau, the commander, and 
his aids, and it is reported that the chain to the fighting- 
whtel was injured; the wheel being directly under the 
conning-tower. 

No. 4 penetrated the engise room, killing the people oti 
the engine-room gallery ; but it does not appear that any 
of the engineer’s force were killed, unless they were on 
the gallery. 

o. 8 and 12 glanced from abreast of boilers and en- 
gine. These eleven shots may be considered as the de- 
cisive ones of the action. 

All the Palliser shells which pierced the armor burst 
in the backing, Shot numbered 2, which passed through 
the forecastle and bitts, did not burst. ' 

The light guns and the Nordenfeldt Gatlings and Com- 

blaine rifles of the Chilians cleared the men from the 
Huascar’s top and drove the people from the spar deck 
and guns. 
The Huascar, when surrendered, was temporarily dis 
abled in her steering-gear, the conning-tower completely 
destroyed, the crew driven from the spar deck, and the 
principal officers and Seeing. pemt of the crew killed. 

After the engagement the Huascar was towed into the 
Bay of Mexillones on account of her steering-gear bein 
disabled. The shot holes in the hull, which admit 
water when the vessel rolled, were then effectually 
patched by the Chilians, as follows: The patches were 
made of 2-inch oak plank, cut according to size of holes. 
Two or three thicknesses of blankets were placed be- 
tween them and the armor plating. A long bolt passin 
through the centre of each patch and through a piece o 
timber extending across the opening on the inside was 
set up by a nut, and made the patch secure. See Dia- 
gram ‘‘ D,” sketch No, 2. 

Twenty-four hours after the fight, the Hwascar, in 
charge of a prize crew, commenced her voyage along 
the coast to Valparaiso, using her own motive power 
and without convoy. The tubes in one of the main 
boilers were found to be leaking so badly that this boiler 
could not be used. It is supposed to have been caused 
by low water during the engagement. The bottom of the 
vessel was somewhat foul. 

For the purpose of comparing the relative powers of 
the vessels engaged in this combat, a description, marked 
‘“*B” and a diagram marked ‘‘H” of the sister ships 
Almirante Cochrane and Blanco Encalada are appended. 
A chart of the locality with general course of the ves- 
sels during the chase is appended and marked ‘‘I.” 
(This appeared in the Journat of Nov. 29.—Ep. ] 
Respectfully submitted, K. R. Breese, Captain, U. 8. 
Navy ; E. D. Robie, Chief Engineer, U. 8. Navy; R. 
R. Ingersoll, Lieutenant, U. S. Navy; Duncan Kenne- 
dy, Lieutenant, U. 8. Navy ; Theo. B. M. Mason, Lieu- 
tenant, U. 8. Navy. 


Almirante Cochrane and Blanco Encalada. 


These two vessels are iron rams built in England in 
1874 and 1875, by John Penn and Son, after plans by 
Mr. E. J. Reed, and cost $1,000,000 in gold each. 
Length between perpendiculars, 210 feet; Breadth 
of beam, 45 feet 9 inches; Draught, forward, 18 feet 8 
inches; aft, 19 feet 8 inches; Height of battery, 5 feet 
6 inches; Displacement, 3,560 tons; Indicated horse- 
power, 2,920 ; Maximum speed, 13 knots. 

The armament consist of 6 12-ton Armstrong muzzle- 
loading rifles mounted in a central battery, so arranged 
that the forward gun on each side fires from right 
ahead to abeam ; the midship one from 20 deg. with the 
line of keel forward to abeam, and the after one from 
abeam to right aft. It is known, also, that each one of 
these vessels carries at least one 20-pounder, one 9- 
pounder, and one 7-pounder, rifled gun. The Blanco 
Encalada carries two 1-inch 4-pounder Nordenfeldt Gat- 
ling guns, one on each end of the bridge, and the Almi- 
rante Cochrane one mounted on the knight-head. Inad- 
dition to these light guns, in action, picked riflemen are 
stationed in each top, and are protected from observa- 
tion by canvas screens. 

The battery is 74 feet high; and the arrror is in two 
strokes, the lower of which is 8 inches thick, and the 
upper 6 inches on the side and forward part, while on 
the after part, both have a uniform thickness of 44 
inches. e armor is backed with about 14 inches of 
teak, inside of which is a thin ironskin. The transverse 
bulkheads forming the forward and after sides extend 
below the water-line. 

The hull is divided into 7 water-tight compartments 
by transverse iron bulkheads, and is protected around 
the water-line by an armor belt 9 feet wide, in three 
strakes. The middle strake is 9 inches thick amidships, 
while the other two are 6 inches, all of them tapering off 
to a uniform thickness of 44 inches at bow and stern. 
The teak backing behind the armor belt has an average 
thickness of 10 inches, and the whole of the armor and 
backing is fastened to a double thickness of skin-plating 
supported by massive angle iron frames on the inside, 
and longitudinal angle iron girders on the outside. 

The upper deck, which is flush with the top of the 
armor bolt, is protected by 3 inches of armor, near the 
central battery, and two inches at bow and stern. 

These vessels have compoundengines and twin serews, 


ae a 


are oh ~ yrs to make 10 knots on a coal consumption of 
80 to 85 tons per day, 250 tons of coal each, are 
bark , and carry men. They have arrange- 


ments for firing their guns by electricity, and their steam 
launches have pyre oes. 

At the time of the action, the Almirante Cochrane had 
recently had her bottom cleaned and boilers put in good 
order; and it is reported was capable of steaming 11 





knots. The Blanco Hncalada had a very foul bottom and 
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boilers in’ poor condition, and it was difficult to main- 


tain a speed of 8 knots. 


Accompanying the report are twelve diagrams, five of 
them by Lieut. D. Kennedy, three by Lieut. T. B.' M. 
Mason, three by Lieut. R. R. Ingersoll, and one by P. 
A. Engineer C. W. Rae. 
showing the manceuvres of the vessel, we published 
Nov. 15; another, H, shows the two Chilian vessels; a 
third, C, is a development of the turret of the Huascar. 
showing the injuries on the outside, and a fourth, B, is 
a plan of the turret looking down, instead of across, as 
in one of the diagram here given. Diagram E gives side 
views of the smoke stacks of the Huascar. 
diagrams mentioned we omit, as the others, which we 
publish, sufficiently illustrate the text of the report. 


a 





One of these diagrams, I, 


They are as follows, as named in the report : 


A. PLANS OF HUASOAR, SHOWING INJURIES RECEIVED. 








The 



































G. SHOWING INJURIES TO CONNING TOWER. 
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D. METHOD OF PLUGGING HOLES. 
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judge-advocates,” prepared by Major Thomas F. Barr, 
Judge-Advocate, U. 8. A., late on duty at Headquarters 
Department of Dakota, and now on duty in the office of 
the Secretary of War. The ‘‘ instructions” are concise, 
and under the head of ‘‘ General Instructions” is given 
much valuable information, especially suitable for officers 
detailed as judge-advocates of General Courts-martial. 
If we remember aright Major Barr prepared a similar 
pamphlet some years ago, when on duty at Headquarters 
Department of the East, which was generally adopted at 
the several department headquarters. The present one 
contains all that the first one did with much matter of 
more recent import added. 








THe movement to secure for meritorious subordinate 
officers on the frontier recognition and reward, after 
arduous services of a special character, is one that will 
meet, we trust, with hearty co-operation. In the narrow 
and scrimped condition of our military establishment, 
there is little opportunity and no specific provision for 
such recognition and reward. However, what oppor- 
tunity there is should be used; and it usually comes, if 
at all, in giving an officer who has had specially difficult, 
dangerous, or exhausting Indian campaigning, a tour of 
service in some easier, more lucrative, or more agreeable 
part of the military establishment. In this matter there 
can be no doubt about distinguishing particular cases— 
they are those in which the merit of a distinguished 
military exploit rests largely on the personal services of 


Gen. Terry has issued in the form of'a circular, dated 
Dec. 15, 1879, ‘‘instructions for Court-martial and ‘in reply to the criticism of the N. Y. World on the re- 


An officer recently rétired sends us a communication 


cent additions to the retired list, which we copied into 
the Journat of Dec. 18th. Asthe term ‘boys” used 
by the World cannot apply to the two colonels, one 
lieut.-colonel and eleven majors retired last year, it 
must be supposed to refer to the 31 captains and 7 1st 
lieutenants. Of these our correspondent says ; 

The senior Captains on the retired list entered the 
service in 1847, nearly 48 years ago; one in 1848, 42 
years ago; one in 1850, 30 years ago; three in 1851, 29 
years ago; one in 1854, 26 years ago; one in 1855, 25 
years ago; two in 1857, 23 years ago; one in 1858, 22 
years ago; one in 1860, 20 years ago; fourteen in 1861, 
19 years age; seven in 1862, 18 years ago; one in 1863, 
17 years ago; one in 1864, 16 years ago; and the Junior 
of the list in 1865, nearly 15 years ago—the average 
ength of service is about twenty-one years. 
he Washington Correspondent; of the N. Y. World, 
after reading the list will, I think, agree with me in 
thinking that a large percentage of these ‘‘ boys” must 
be considerably advanced in years; he will find some 
good old ‘‘ boys,” whose records go back to the times 
when our gallant troops fought and conquered in Mexi- 
co, to the long periad of savage warfare preceding our 
lamentable civil conflict, through that war of giants, and 
since then upon still more advanced frontier duty. The 
great Napoleon said truly, ‘‘ One ages fast upon the field 
of battle.” 

From the tenor of the article it might be inferred that 
the ‘“‘ Administration” made what changes it pleased in 
the active and retired lists. For the information of the 





the commanding officer. Such cases this year have been 
those of Capts. Dodge and Payne and Lieut. Farrow: 
The deeds of the two former are known throughout the 
country ; and of Lieut. Farrow’s campaign Gen. How- 
ard speaks in terms of high praise. 

We do not believe in invidious distinctions; but if 
each officer who does something individually creditable 
is rewarded as opportunity offers, these rewards will 
soon cease even to appear invidious, as they really are 
not, and a much needed spur of ambition will be sup- 
plied. Qui meruit palmam feret, was the old rule, and 
each officer sooner or later finds his own opportunity—it 
only remains to begin somewhere to reward special ser- 


writer, I will say that officers unfit for duty are reported 
as such by their Dept. Commanders to the War Dept.; 
they are ordered before a Board consisting of three 
officers of high rank and two of the Medical Dept. ; the 
officer is thoroughly examined by the latter; great care 
is taken that all facts are presented on which to base a 
correct opinion; if that opinion is that the officer will 
never be fit for active duty, and the Board find such 
disability incident to the Service, the officer is recom- 
mended for retirement. ° 

I am one of the officers retired this year. I have 
given all the best years of my life to the service, and in 
the performance of my duty, in nearly every territory 





vices in such humble ways as circumstances allow. 
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incurable chronic disease that renders my life not worth 
one year’s purchase ; twice I have been given up to die, 
and that Iam living is a wonder to numbers of my 
friends. It may be that out of the 397 officers now on 
the retired list a few are able to perform duty, but I am 
convinced the number is very small. It would be to 
the best interests of all for Congress to pass legislation 
by which such officers could be placed upon the active 
list. Let Congress authorize the President to convene 
Boards similar in composition to the present Retiring 
Boards, before which any retired officer who believed 
he was able to perform active duty should have the right 
to appear. If he was found fit for duty, and the dis- 
ability under which he had labored had ceased to exist, 
the President should be authorized to assign him to duty 
with his proper rank. 








Lixvt. Torre is to illustrate his new game, ‘‘ Strate- 
gos,” before the Military Service Institution, at Gover- 
nor’s Island, Monday, Dec. 29, at 1 P. M. 








The President has signed the Joint Resolution trans- 
ferring the arsenal property in Charleston, 8. C., to the 
trustees of the Holy Communion Church Institute for 
the use and accommodation of said school, and a Gene- 
ral Order has been issued by the Secretary of War giv- 
ing specific directions for the transfer. 








CONGRESS. 


Coneress having adjourned for the holidays, we take 
the opportunity to publish the bills affecting the Army 
and Navy, which will receive their attention on reassem- 


ling. 

The foliowing is the full text of H. R. 2411, intro- 
duced by Mr. Bright, to make staff officers in the Navy 
equal before the law : 


Be té enacted, etc., That the word “ relative,” wherever it occurs 
in title fifteen, the Navy, chapter four of the Revised Statutes, ex- 
cept in sectious 1466 and 1472 of said chapter, be, and the same is 
hereby, stricken out. 

Seo. 2. Tnat whenever a staff officer in the Navy is arraigned 
before a Court-martial for trial, ail the bers posing the 
court shall be staif officers in the Navy. 

Sec. 1 of H. R. 2484, introduced by Mr. Finley, “to 
transfer the otfice of Indian Affairs from the Interior to 
the War Department,” provides: ‘‘ That from and after 
the first day of July, 1880, the Secretary of War shall 
exercise the supervisory and appellate powers, and 

the jurisdiction now exercised and possessed by 
the Secretary of the Interior in relation to all acts of the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Board of Indian Com- 
missioners, or otherwise, and shall sign all requisitions 
for the advance or payment of moneys out of the Trea- 
sury on estimates or accounts, subject to the same 
adjustment or control now exercised on similar estimates 
by Auditors and Comptrollers of the Treasury, or either 
of them.” 

The remaining sections of the bill (there are 11 in all) 
relate to the manner in which Indian Affairs shall be 
administered by the Secretary of War. 

Senate Bill 798 and H. R. 2993, are almost identical. 
The former *‘‘ regulates the employment of civilian clerks 
for disbursing ofticers of the Army,” and the latter ‘‘ the 
appointment and compensation of paymasters’ clerks in 
the U. 8S. Army.” ‘The text of both pills is as follows ; 

That the Secretary of War be authorized to make provision 
for civilian clerks to all disbursing ofticers of the Army, in 
such numbers ouly as in his judgment the public interest may 
demand, at a compensation vo be regulated according to the 
efficiency of the clerk and the circumstances and importance 
of his duties: Provided, That the compensation shall in no 
case exceed $1,500 per annum, and that no disbursing ofticer 
shall be allowed more than one clerk at this maximuun rate : 
And provided further, ‘That no clerk shall be employed under 
authority of tnis act where the services of a suitabie enlisted 
man are available for the purpose. 

We give the text of the following bills already refer- 
red to: 

8. 745. A bill for the relief of Major James Belger. Be it 
enacted, etc., That Major James Belger, retired quartermaster 
in the United States Army, restored to his position as major 
and quartermaster, by the act of March 3, 1871, be considered 
as having been continuously in the service from November 
30, 1863. And the said Major James Belger is hereby de- 
clared entitied to all the rights, privileges, pay, emoluments, 
and promotion pertaining thereto, deducting from pay due 
him the amount he has received while employed in the civil 
service subsequent tu the said 30th day of November, 1863. 
And the Prexident is hereby authorized to nominate and, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to appoint 
him to the rank to which his continuous service entitles him. 
Referred to the Military Committee. 

8. 747. Be it enacted, etc., Vnat the President of the U. 8. 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to nominate, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, appoint Harlow L. Street, 
late 1st lieutenant 1st Cavalry in the Army of the U. 8., with 
his former rank and date of commission; and that he, the 
said Harlow L. Street, shall be assigned to the tirst vacancy 
of his grade occurring in the cavairy arm of the service : 
Provided, That said he shall receive no further pay for the 
time he was out of service, so that he shall only receive pay 
from the date of appointment under this act. Referred to 
Commitiee on Military Affairs. 

8S. 821. Be it enacted, etc., That on and after the fiscal 
year, July, 1880, all enlisted men of the Signal Service, 
U. 8. A., mm charge of stations, orJotherwise detailed, shall re- 
ceive extra duty pay at the rate of 35 cents per diem, and the 
commutations tor rations shall be equal and the same at all 
stations and on all duties : Provided, That said commutation 
— —— $1.50 perdiem. Referred to Committee on 

airs. 


8. 364. Opens with a preamble reciting that courts-martial 
held at Philadelphia, March 2, 1866 yh 2 1608, upon 
whose Commander H. N. T, Arnold, U. 8. N. 

was retired, were illegal and void. ‘{'bat the records of the sai 

general courts- and the orders thereon, and the 
record of the naval examining board convened at Washing- 
ton, October 12, 1871, by which Commander H. N. T. Arnold 
was examined for promotion, be set aside and declered nuli 





same manner as pensions 
now paid such persons, the sum of $72 per month, com- 
ing from uch increased rate of pen- 


8. 881. Be itenacted, etc., That the action of the court- 
i which Paymaster Judson 8. Post was dismissed 
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restored to his position on the active list as 
pay inspector, and that he be considered as having been con- 
tinuously in the service; and that the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized and,directed to 
organize a naval examining board for the examination of 
Judson 8. Post, and if said Post shall establish, to the satis- 
faction of said board, his mental, moral, and professional fit- 
ness to perform all his duties as pay mspector, then the 
President is hereby authorized to nominate, and by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate to appoint, the said 
Judson 8. Post a pay inspector on the active list of the United 
States Navy, next on the list after William W. Williams, and 
to take rank from the date on which he was entitled to such 
promotion. 
8. 888. Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Navy 
be authorized and directed to detail a line otticer of the Navy 
to compile for publication the official records of the war or 
the revellion, both of the Union and Confederate navies, in 
conjunction with the compilation of the records of the Union 
and Confederate armies now ing under direction of the 
the Secretary of War, and where extra services are performed 
after office hours, and in addition to other regular duties, by 
the clerks employed upon this work, they shall be paid such 
reasonable extra compensation therefor as the Secretary ot 
= Navy may determine. Referred to Committee on Naval 


airs. 
_ 8. 902. Be it enacted, etc., That the President be, and he 
is hereby, authorized to nominate, and, by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the Senate, appoint 2d Lieutenant Stephen 
O'Connor, 23d Infantry, late lst lieuvenant 23d Infanury, a 
lst lieutenant of infantry in the Army of the United States, 
with his original rank and date of commission ; and that he 
shall be assigned to any vacancy occurring in his grade 
in the infantry arm of the service. Referred to Committee 
on Military Affairs. 
8. 908. Be it enacted, etc., That the action of the board by 
which Paymaster Granville ‘I’. Pierce, U. 8. N., was examined 
for retirement, be set aside and deciared null and void, and 
that that he is, hereby restored to his original position on the 
active list as paymaster of the U.S. N., and that he be con- 
sidered as having been continuously in the service, charging 
him with all extra pay paid him at the time he was illegally 
retired from the service: Provided, ‘hat no vacancy wuicn 
may hereafter occur in the grade of Paymaster, U. 8. N., 
shail be filled until the number of officers in that grade shall 
be reduced to the number now allowed by law. leferred to 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 
H. K. 2411. Be it enacted, etc., That the word “ relative,” 
whenever it occurs in title nfteen, the Navy, chapter four of 
the Revised Statutes, except in sections 1466 and 1472 of said 
chapter, be, and the same is hereby, stricken out. Sec. 2. 
‘That whenever a staff otticer in the Navy is arraigned before 
a court-martial for trial, all the memvers composing the 
court shall be staif otticers in the Navy. Referred to the 
Naval Committee. 
H. R. 2449. Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War 
be, and he is hereby, required to prohibit, in time of peace, 
in the United States Army, all bund concerts and dress pa- 
rades on the Sabbath day. Referred to the Military Com- 
mittee. 

H. R. 2867. Be it enacted, etc., That all officers of the Army 
and Navy who are, subsequently to the passage of this act, 
tried by court-martial, in tame of peace, suall, after the action 
thereon of the President of the United States, have the right 
of appealing to a United States court, which shall thereupon 
grant suspension of sentence, and shall review the proceed- 
ings of the court-martial, upon regularly certitied copies there- 
of, in case the attendance of wituesses be found impractic- 
able; and said court shall have power to change the nadings 
of the court-martial, and to modify or abrogate the sentence 
thereof. Referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

H. R. 2899. Beit enacted, elc., ‘hat the Secretary of War 
be, and is hereby, authorized and empowered to select from 
the enlisted men of the Army who nave faithfully served 
therein eight years, tive years of which in the grade of non- 
commissioued oilicer, as many quartermaster sergeants as the 
service may require, not to exceed one for each military post 
or place of deposit of quartermaster supplies, whoxe duty it 
shall be to receive and preserve the quartermaster supplies at 
the posts, under the direction of tue proper otticers of the 
Quartermaster's Department, and under such regulations as 
snall be prescribed by the Secretary of War. ‘ine quarter- 
master sergeants, hereby authorized, shall be subject to the 
rules and articles of war, and shall receive for ther services 
the same pay and allowances as ordnance sergeants. Kefer- 
red to the Military Committee. 

H. R. 139. Resolved, etc., That citizen wagon-masters, em- 
ployed as such by regimental commanders, and who served 
as such in good faith during the late war under the direction 
of said commanders or their quartermasters, should be paid 
a like sum for their services as if they had been regularly 
mustered into the service of the U. 8., and the Secretary of 
War is hereby authorized and directed to have the claims of 
all such, upon due proofs of service rendered, audited, and 

1 Referred to Comuuttee on Military Affairs. 

The Senate bill No. 867, introduced by Mr. Blair, for 
the relief of Joseph G. Ayres, surgeon U. 8. Navy, is 
to “allow him the pay of a passed assistant surgeon 
from the date he completed three years’ service as an 
assistant surgeon, computing for this purpose the sea 
service performed as an acting or volunteer officer. . . 
Provided, That there shall be no change in the position 
of Surgeon Ayres on the Navy Register or any additional 
rank.” Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Senate bill No. 296, introduced by Mr. Cockrell, April 
1, 1879, for the relief of Surgeon kK. P. Vollum, U. 3. 
Army, authorizes payment for private property destroyed 
on board brig Hawn, when she was wrecked when bound 


mittee on Military 

The Joint Resolution, H. R. No. 152, introduced by 
Mr. Hormer, Dec. 15, 1879, declares that the with- 
holding of the benefits of the pension laws from the 





widow of Civil Engineer Franklin A. Stratton is with- 


for Fort Umpqua, Vregon, in 1856. Referred to Com-| g 
i Affairs. 
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out warrant of law, and directs the Secretary of the In- 
terior to place the name of Mrs. E. Stratton on 
the pension roll, and allow her the pension provided by 
law for staff officers ranking with commanders. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Joint Resolution, H. RK. 151, introduced by Mr. 
Hormer, Vec. 15, 1879, directs the pension laws to be 
construed to inciude the civil engineers in the naval ser- 
vice of the United States as comunissioned officers of the 
Navy, according to their relative rank. Referred to the 
Comunittee on invalid /ensions. 

‘The House Committee on Rules is understood to have 
recommended that hereafter the ‘‘ Committee on Appro- 
priations” make the final report on the *‘ River and 
arbor Bill” instead of the ‘* Committee on Commerce” 
as now. ‘I'he committee see no good and valid reason 
why the Committee on Commerce should have com- 
plete control of the River and Harbor Bill that would 
not apply with equal force to the theory that the Mili- 
tary Committee should control the Army appropriations, 
the Naval Committee the Navy appropriations, the 
indian Committee the Indian appropriations, the Post- 
ottice Committee the Post-office appropriations, the 
Foreign Aifairs Committee the consular and diplomatic 
appropriations, and the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
the pension appropriations. Much opposition is ex- 
pected, especiauy from members whose States are 
interested in river and harbor improvements and who 
do not like the idea of putting the bill in the hands of 
he Committee on Appropriatious for final report after 
it has been prepared by the Committee on Commerce. 

Members of the Senate Military Committee are 
understood to say that the question as to whether 
vacancies in certain grades of the Army shall be filled 
by promotion or selection has not been specifically raised 
in respect to any military nominations pending before 
the committee. Postponement of action upon nomina- 
tions until after the holidays was by mutual consent, 
owing to requests by certain parties to be heard with 
reference to some of these nomunations, to which oppo- 
sition has developed. 


INDIAN AFFAIRS. 
Tue Secretary of the Interior has received the follow- 


ing : 

. Los Pinos, Dec. 22, 1879, 

Ouray returned from the White tiver Utes this morning. 
He has given the wibe until the 23d to bring in the prisoners. 
We shalt know then whether they will be given up. ‘There 1s 
@ Serl0Uus Gi yision in Lae Wibe. Hartcs, Comunissioner. 

A newspaper despatch says: ‘* Ouray says the feeling 
is very strong against giving up the indians, and he is 
of the opinion that the war Iuction will prevail. Ouray 
has done aii in his power to carry out the peace policy 
of the Governmeut, and, having tailed, is ready to 
assist the War Vepartiuaent whenever it shall commence 
operations.” 

Miss Kose Meeker writes a letter to the Denver, Col., 
Tribune, in wuich she Calis on the **Cow Boys” and 
other good people, to put ropes and neckties around the 
necks of tne Uves, and says: ‘it will not be exactly 
consoling tu the widows aud orphans of this late massa- 
cre to reulize the fact that the murderers of their loved 
ones are ty ve hob-nobbed, feasted, and entertained by 
the dignitaries of the land, then returned to their reserv- 
ation with a full supply of improved arms, horse blank- 
ets, brass jewelry auu beads, with the injunction to be 
good indians auu not do so any more. it is really a 
puzzling question to ascertain wuo are the most delighted 
over this White Kiver massacre, the people of the Kast 
or the indians. ut what else can be expected, when a 
corrupt ring, which is more powerful than the Army, 
than Vongress, and even the t’resident himself, captures 
the power of the astern press and pulpit, thence dis- 
tulling Vicious poison through the minus of the people? 
This corrupt iudian King, which controls the power of 
the iand to a great degree, is daily wringing thousands 
of dollars from that what is due the ‘ poor Indians.’ 
‘nis :s why it 1s the policy to favor the Indians, and not 
to bring Wwese murderers to justice. ‘lhe time has come 
when Colorado must protect itself against the Indians as 
well as the indian Bureau. ‘I'he latter tor cruelty, dishon- 
esty, and faiiure bas never been equalled since sin took 
its abode with man. ‘i'bis most atrocious system is des- 
pised by au outraged public, and cursed by the widows 
and orphans of we victims of their criminal stupidity.” 

Col. W. #. Adair, Asst. Principal Chief of the Cne- 
rokees, carries to Washington, according to the news- 
paper despatches, tureats uf war ‘‘in the event of the 
establishment of territorial government over the Indian 
‘Yerritory. He says it will ve opposed by all civilized 
tribes, even to the employment ot physicai force. ‘These 
tribes, inciuding the Cherokees, Cnoctaws, Chickasaws, 
Creeks, Seminoies, Osages, W yandottes, Senecas, Vela- 
wares, Shawaees, and several others, Can raise, he says, 
some 15,UUU soidiers, good fighting men, most of whom 
fought on one side or we other in the late war. ‘There 
are 88 nations and tribes and parts of tribes in the In- 
dian J'erritory, all of whom would join in opposition to 
the propused Change of government. He says the oppo- 
sition throughout tue ierritory is not only strong, but 
bitter and aetermined ; and tnat, in case of a conflict, he 
doubts the avility of the United States Army to subdue 
the indians. He also says that in the case or a rupture 
there would be a terrible scene of bloodshed on the bor- 
ders adjoining the States, and he shudders to contem- 
plate the resuit.” 

At a meeting held in Boston, Dec. 23, to discuss In- 
dian citizensuip, Mr. W. H. Lincoln gave an account of 
the recent interview with Secretary Schurz, who had 
said that he was perfectly willing to grant that an Indian 
was a person, and should have the protection of his 
rights and property. He was endeavoring to have Con- 
ress pass a bil: to extend these rights to them, and to 
include the reservation in a judiciai district. He had a 
plan to allot to each maa of the Sioux tribe 320 acres of 
jand, and intended to extend the same plan to others. 
He did not think the retura of the Poncas to their for« 

















mer homes practicable or advisable, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 





The Editor of the Army anp Navy Journat does not hold him- 
self responsible for individnal expressions of opinion in commn- 
nications published under this head. His purpore is to allow the 
Fon. me freedom of discussion consistent with propriety and good 

eeling. 





THE ARMY PAY CORPS. 
70 the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal; 


Sir: I deprecate with you some of the recent ap- 
pointments to the Pay Corps, made to satisty the de- 
mands of politicians, but I cannot appreciate the logic of 
your remark that you hope in the future appointments 
to the Pay Corps, the meritorious captains of the line 
will be considered. It does not follow, by any means, 
that a meritorious captain of the line will make the best 
paymaster. By merit, I mean such merit as that dis- 
played by Capt. Dodge. whose rumored appointment to 
the Pay Corps you make the basis of your remarks; not 
such merit as is required to make up company rolls, 
records, and returns. When captains of the line go into 
competitive examination on that score, I wili admit that 
the chances are that the material for a good paymaster 
may be obtained. 

I would not detract one iota from the meed of praise 
due Capt. Dodge. It was a generous, brave, and sol- 
dierly act, one that merits a substantial recognition from 
the Government. But the way proposed is not the pro- 
per or the fitting way. 

To illustrate: A manufacturer discovers among his 
employees a machinist who gives evidence of superior 
skill and workmanship in a particular line, one on whom 
he can rely to execute such work with neatness and 
despatch. He recognizes his merits and desires to ad- 
vance him. Would you recommend him to transfer 
him into his counting room and make a clerk of him in 
recognition of his merits as a skilful mechanic? Would 
the manufacturer do justice either to himself or his em- 
ployee by such a course, in thus depriving himself of a 
skilful workman at the risk of getting a poor clerk, and 
in smothering among his ledgers a genius that, if allowed 
to develope, would no doubt in time reflect honor on 
both master and man ? 

The proper remedy is not a transfer from his legiti- 
mate duties, to others for which he has displayed no 
special fitness, but, to restore pay to brevet rank, when 
in the exercise of a proper command—as recommended 
by the Pay:master-General in his last annual report. 
Then the Government will get the full benefit of the 
officers’ abilities, and a proper reward will be within the 
reach of ail officers. The Pay Corps cannot absorb all 
the meritorious captains of the line; some must be left 
out in the cold. > ee 

Wasuineton, D. C., Dec. 17, 1879. 








MAJOR EDWIN HUGHES. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal; 


Sir: Some of your readers who were his associates 
during the late war, will regret to learn of the death, 
May 12, 1879, at his residence, Liverpool, England, of 
Major Edwin Hughes, late of our Service. 

Major Hughes very early in life served under Gari- 
baldi, in Italy, in several campaigns. 

On the breaking out of our late war, while many of 
his old comrades entered the Confederate service, Major 
Hughes determined to enter the service of the United 
States. He came to this country, enlisted a few yards 
from the wharf where he landed, in the 3d Regiment of 
Pennsylvania Artillery, rapidly rose to a non-commis- 
sioned staff officer’s place, and shortly was made a Ist 
lieutenant of the 2d Regiment of U. 8. Colored Cavalry, 
and in due time was promoted to a captaincy and brevet 
majority. 

He commanded with great credit a Battery of Horse 
Artillery, and distinguished himself greatly in the affair 
at Suffolk, Virginia, with the enemy’s cavalry in 1862. 

He afterwards served as commissary of musters of the 
3d Division, 18th Corps, and when the division was 
transferred to the 10th Corps service, in the same capa- 
city in the campaign in which Fort Fisher and Wil- 
mington were taken. 

He afterwards went with the forces sent to Texas 
after the surrender, serving as commissary of musters of 
the 25th Corps. 

Mustered out of service when the troops were dis- 
banded, he returned to his home in England, and on 
the death of his father remained there and married. 

His tastes as an old soldier caused him to enter the 
1st Regiment Lancashire Volunteers Artillery, in which 
he was commissioned a captain. 

A brave, efficient officer, » high spirited man, his ca- 
reer shows that the Anglo-Saxon blood does not de- 
generate, and that faithfulness to duty in a foreign ser- 
vice obtains now as much as it did in old Sir John 
Hawkwood’s time. 

His old comrades of the 18th and 10th Corps will 
feel regret at his death, and will sympathize with his 
widow and children in their great loss. 

Respectfully, 
Fort Kroau, Montana, Dec. 5, 1879. 


‘¢ Five.” 








IMPROVING THE RATION. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal: 

Sir: In your excellent article on ‘‘ Army Cooking,” 
(published in the issue of the Journat of Nov. 5), this 
expression is used: ‘‘ With our Manual for Cooking, and 
with a knowledge of the manner of constructing good 


field ovens, we ought to be the best fed. . . . Army in 
the world.” 

The object of this article is to demonstrate that some- 
thing more, even, than these requisites is needed to effect 
so desirable a consummation. The custom which 


obtains—I fear extensively—of the hoarding of the 
company fund by company commanders, defeats the 
very object for which such fund is created, viz., the im- 


c 





provement of the Government ration by the process of 
selling advantageously some part—ordinarily and princi- 
pally the salt meat—and with the proceeds thereof, 
purchasing such articles as will give variety to the 
ration. With an exception, to be mentioned presently, 
the whole of the company savings should be spent for 
‘00d. 


If, as Dr. Perin maintains, the ration per se be insufli- 
cient, the result of hoarding for the sake of hoarding, 
may readily be imagined. It requires no illustration or 
demonstration on my part. 

Starting out, then, with the axiom that the company 
savings should be spent for food alone—physical and 
not intellectual—it follows that the practice, which pre- 
vails to some extent, of subscribing to periodicals, 
creating, or adding to, a company library and the like, 
and the purchase of mess kits etc., is manifestly im- 
proper. For field service the Ordnance Department 
furnishes a kit, and for garrison use, I have always 
found the men (and company officers too), willing to 
subscribe to the purchase of a table service, rather than 
have it taken out of the fund. The Quartermaster’s 
Department now supplies, upon requisition of post 
commanders, newspapers, magazines, etc., for the post 
library, to which, of course, all the enlisted men at a 
post have access. 

Now for the exception alluded to above. It is well, 
if it can be managed, to have a reserve fund of, say, 
fifty dollars on hand. This amount is to be kept for an 
emergency. For instance, while upon a march, 
soldiers naturally consume more food than while in 
garrison. The whole of the ration is frequently insuffi- 
cient. It can then be supplemented by a judicious ex- 
penditure of the ‘‘ reserve,” or such portion thereof as 
may be necessary. 

I believe the ration per se to be, under ordinary circum- 
stances, sufficient. As, for example, when the com- 
pany is the happy possessor of a garden, or where the 
articles of the ration which are sold, command a high 
price, and vegetables, etc., are bought for a correspond- 
ingly low one, or where the hunting is good. Other- 
wise, not. 

But this matter of the sufficiency or insufficiency of 
the ration depends, in part at least, upon other contin- 
gencies. We must return to first principles again, and 
enunciate: There is only one man in a company, and he 
is the captain. It is he that must realize the vital im- 
portance of this question, and he it is who must give 
his entire, undivided attention to it. He is the trustee 
of the fund, of course, and he should also make all his 
purchases in person, and keep all his accounts. He 
should know enough of plain cvoking to be able to 
determine when the food is properly prepared, and by 
frequent inspections and other means unnecessary to 
dilate on, satisfy himself that his men have enough to 
eat of wholesome, well-cooked food, and that the menu 
is as varied as circumstances admit of, paying especial 
attention to the three articles of soup, meat, and coffee. 
I do not think that any saving of the latter named 
article should be made. C>mpany cooks generally per- 
sist in boiling instead of simmering the soup; and the 
meat is generally baked in too ‘‘ quick” an oven. 

Last, but not least by any means, comes the cook. 
This important functionary should be selected with 
great care. He should have a natural aptitude for his 
occupation, and when a good one is found—keep him in 
the kitchen. I am aware that this is contrary to the 
old-fashioned custom and regulation which required a 
fresh detail every ten days. The reason for this is 
obvious; but I hold that it is better to have a well-fed 
company, and one man who is ‘‘rusty” in his drill, than 
that all should be quite up to the mark in this respect, 
but yet improperly fed. CAPTAIN. 

Nov. 29, 1879. 








INEQUALITIES OF COURTS-MARTIAL. 
To the Edtor of the Army and Navy Journal; 


Sir: In your issue of Dec. 6 you justly comment 
editorially upon the inequalities of sentences of General 
Courts-martial and show the necessity of a system in 
sentences, and the abolition of the haphazard style now 
so much in vogue. 

The following extracts from the Judge-Advocate and 
Recorder’s Guide, by Lieut. Regan, are also pertinent to 
this subject, to wit : 

In all cases where an offence falling within the jurisdiction 
of a Court-martial is not provided for by special penalty, but 
is left to be determined by the discretion of the court, their 
sentence must be in accordance with the common law of the 
land. Just discrimination should also be used by the court 
in applying the quantum of punishment to the nature and 
degree of the offence, so that the award may be final and 
carried into effect. It is indisputable that crimes are more 
effectually prevented by the certainty than by the severity of 
the punishment. 

Observation.—To carry out the provisions of this para- 

aph properly, the Bureau of Military Justice should pub- 
ish in the General Orders every year an average list of 
punishments awarded by Courts-martial under the different 
Articles of War. If this was done it would soon do away 
with the inconsistency which now prevails of sentencing 
desertions in one department for three years, and in an adjoin- 
ing one for one or two years. Besides, it would be a simple 
act of justice to the prisoners who now meet on common 
ground in the military prison. 








REWARDS FOR THE BRAVE. 
10 the Editor of the Army and Naty Journal : 


Sir: Every one wishes the officers who distinguished 
themselves in the fight with the Utes to receive some 
substantial reward for their services. It rests with the 
President of the United States alone to reward them. 
The President has the power (by law) to retire any 
officer who has served forty years or who is over sixty- 
two years of age. 

The President can appoint by selection to fill vacan- 





cies in the junior grades in the staff corps. 
The Paymaster-General has served over forty years, 


i the Repub: 


as have also several officers in that 

three officers in that corps and raking ‘the ws Heyiend 
motions the President can appoint Captain om. 
Lawson, and Capt. Payne as junior majors in the Pay 
Department. 

The Quartermaster-General as well as several officers 
in the Quartermaster’s Department have each served 
over —_ years. v4 retiring three officers of that 
corps and making the regular promotions in it the 
President can appoint Lieut. Hughes (who was with 
Capt. Dodge), Lieut. Cherry, and Lieut. Paddock to 
the junior captaincies in the Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment. 

This will only amply and substantially reward these 
officers. JUSTIOR. 








WORDS OF WARNING. 
To the Editor of the New York Times: 


To prevent torpedoes from being pulled up and 
destroyed with torpedo tongs and other implements, it 
is necessary to have shore batteries well armed to drive 
away any iron-clad that may approach for that 
Yet, in spite of the urgent remonstrances of the Chief 
of Engineers and Chief of Ordnance, it seems certain 
that only a petty appropriation will be granted to im- 
prove the armament of our sea-coast. The present guns, 
for the most part, are inoperative to pierce the sides of 
an iron-clad. It is, therefore, well to look facts in the 
face and see what may result from this parsimony. As 
few of our people have any idea of the damage a 
hostile fleet of iron-clads could inflict, it is proper to 
state that should they enter the harbor an immediate 
demand would be made on the city for at least $100,000, - 
000 as a ransom, failing to receive which the fleet would 
burn New York to compel the payment. Every instant 
a shell would sail through the air, come down t 
the roof of some house, through the top floor and 
the next floor, and lodge in the floor beneath. There it 
would burst and scatter fire in every direction. It is 
impossible to extinguish this fire by ordinary means, for 
the incendiary composition which fills many of these 
shells will burn under water, the oxygen which feeds 
the combustion being obtained from the decomposition 
of the water itself. Fires would break out in eed pg 
of the town at once, and the Fire Department w be 
powerless to render any effectual aid. Under these 
circumstances the terrors of the women and children, 
and the confusion and horror of the scene, added to the 
immense loss of the property, would at once cause the 
authorities to e to any terms, and they would enforce 
the collection of the —- 

It must be unders' also that heavy armaments 
cannot be improvised or obtained in time for an emer- 
gency. The refusal to protect our sea-coast will react at 
once en our foreign relations. We would have to submit 
to almost any outrage that a foreign power might 
choose to inflict. It would be th t better, perhaps, 
to allow a few Americans to be in Cuba and 
their estates to be confiscated, or a few dozen of our 
naturalized citizens to be conscripted into the German 
army, rather than run the risk of a conflict which t 
end in laying our sea-coast cities in ashes, or in saving 
them by an ignoble ransom. 


This is a matter which does not involve the North : 


alone, for all the Southern cities are equally compro- 
mised, as well as those in California and Oregon. I am 
well aware that in case of a conflict with any E 

power we need not fear invasion by land, but if the 
guns at Key West and the Tortugas are not efficient, 
our mercantile marine, which those works were built to 
protect, would no longer dare to use those ports as 
harbors of refuge, and the entire commerce of the Gulf 
of Mexico would be swept from the ocean, or - 
lyzed, and this would materially affect the promperliy of 
the Western States. 

Should a catastrophe such as I have described ever 
happen, it would be an indelible disgrace to the country, 
and as the people would have a praiseworthy desire to 
hang somebody, it a be well to put on record now 
all who are, or may be, responsible for bringing about 
this state of affairs. ABNER DovuBLEDay, 

Brevet Major-General U. 8S. Army. 








Vererans Everywuere.—lIn his address at the Grand 
Army reception in Philadelphia, Dec. 18, Gen. Grant 
said: ‘’ There has not been a country that I visited in 
that circuit where I did not find some of our numbers. 
[Applause.] In crossing our own land from the Pacific 
to the Atlantic, scarcely a settlement, scarcely a cattle 
ranch, scarcely a collection of pioneers did I see that 
was not composed almost entirely of veterans of the 
late war. [Great applause.] It called to my mind the 
fact that while wars are to be deplored, and unjust 
wars are always to be avoided, they are not alwa: 
attended with unmixed evil. The boy who is brought 
up in his country home or in his city home without any 
exciting cause to quicken his wits, is apt to remain 
there, following the pursuits of his parents and never 
getting beyond them—in many cases never getting up 
to them. But when carried away by a great 
in which so much principle is involved as was in ved 
in our late conflict, it brings to him a wider view than 
that of his home, and though his affections belong to 
the home which he has left behind him, he finds only 
disappointment on his return and strikes out for new 
fields, and develops and prepares new domains for us 
and for thousands who will follow us. Our ex-soldiers 
are not only becoming the pioneers of this land, but 
they are extending its commerce and the knowledge of 
their country in other lands, and when a brighter dey 
shall dawn for those countries in the East, America will 
step in and share in their commerce. And all this being 
brought about through the exertions of the veteran 
soldiers, I — say of the veterans of the Grand Army 

ic. (Great applause. }” 
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THE STATE TROOPS. 


THE NATIONAL GUARD AND CONGRESS. 


a half ago circular letters were sent to 

the fe a. a National a 
co-operation in a 
Association, 7 eee ae as @ mere chimera. 
pry’ omaed me porti ee the antes 
and the ect ass' @ pro ons, joubters, 
Saonatl semowtat am still held to their tirst idea, 
and scouted the whole subject as one impracticable. Those 
interested still continued actively at work, and in January, 
1879, the first convention assembled in New York. The dele- 
gates to this convention were the prominent military officers, 
representing the New England, Middle, Southern, Western, 
and Pac.fic States. During its sessions plans of organiza- 
tion, uniform, and equipment were most freely discussed, 
and a bill to be introduced to Congress was considered. At 
St. Louis October 1 the convention met for the second time. 
Here after forming a permanent organization and selecting 
officers, the original bill, which had been found defective in 
many points, was reconsidered, and another, the main 
features of which were ated in the Journat of Decem- 
ber 20, adopted. The bill was entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee, who were to have it introduced into Congress, and if 
need be discuss its provisions with the Huuse Committee on 
Militia. 

This Committee consists of Hons. Miles Ross, N.J.; A. M. 
Scales, N. C. ; E. W. Farr, N. H.; E. J. Henkle, Md. ; Emory 
Speer, Ga. ; Samuel B. Dick, Pa.; R. M. Daggett, Nevada ; 
R. M. A. Hawks, [iL, “and W. Miller, N. ¥. They recived 
Gen. Wingate, president of the convention in Washington, 
and gave him a final hearing on the bill, it being the first 
time in two years that a quorum of the committee had been 
assembled, their duties being merely nominal. The propsed 
law was discussed section by section, and special attention 
was called to the powers of Congress under the Constitu tion. 

Gen. Winzate referred to the militia of 1776, their organi- 
zation and duties, followed them to 1812, the Mexican war 
and the late war of the Rebellion, laying special stress on 
what was, and what should have been. He then quoted the 
labor riots of 1877, giving as an example the State of West 
Virginia, which at that time was without an organized 
militia, and which, while other States were guarding the 
lives and properties of their citizens, was compelled to call 
on the General Government for aid and protection. He said 
the Constitution provides for the organization of State troops, 
and a special provision is made for their equipment, there- 
fore the clause asking for an annual appropriation of 31,000,- 
000 for State militia was just. This money was not to pay 
for the militia of any State, but was to be an aid in its sup- 
port. It was to be distributed on the basis of the active 
uniformed militia, not to exceed 700 for each congressional dis- 
trict so as to ensure uniformity, and allshare alike, and in case 
that inside of three years a sufficient force is not organized 
the money remuning of the appropriation should be covered 
back into the Treasury. 

It is intended that the several State forces while continuin; 
under State control should be uniformed, armed and train 
alike, so that they can be massed when called out by the 
President into regiments, brigades or divisions. 

In re; to arms and munition of war, it was strongly 
urged that with the right vested in a State to purchase its 
own rifles, always conforming to the calibre adopted by the 
General Government, a check will be placed on the Ordnance 
Departmont, and it will be compelled to keep up with the 

of improvement in arms. 

Tae importance of rifle practice was dwelt upon, and atten- 
tion called to the provision of the proposed bill authorizing 
the Secretary of War to offer annual prizes to the National 
Guard, and the three divisions of the Army. Through the 
action of the National Guard of the State of New York the 
shooting of the U.S. Army had been, Gen. Wingate asserted, 
completely revolutionized. The annual camp of instruction 
was also strongly advocated. United States troops being en- 
camped with the militia, great benefit would result from the 
interchange of ideas between Regular and militia officers, as 
illustrated this year by the visit and inspection of the Massa- 
chusetts militia by Maj. Arnold. 

The committee patiently listened to the arguments of Gen. 
Wingate, and promised to give the bill their careful and 
immediate consideration. 





Twenty-ToHI1np New York (Brooxiyn.)—Three thous- 
and people are reported to have attended the Sixth Annual 
Creedmore reception of this ~~ _~ on Monday evening, 
Dec. 22d. The team commanded by Adj. J. B. Frothing- 
ham made an average of nineteen out of a possible 25, viz. : 
1st Sergt. W. L. Candee (C) 23; Corporal J. 8. Shepherd (D) 
21; Corporal F. A.; Hand (D); Privates J. H. Stearns (C) 
and F. J. Griswold (A) each 20; G. L. Fox (A) and T. L. 
Thompson (C) each 19; Lieut. F. L. Holmes (B); Capt. 
W. N. Walker and Adjt. J. B. Frothingham, each 18; Sergt. 
A. G. Perham (G) 16 and 8. Ford (A) 15. The distance was 
60 yards, or the length of the Armory. An inspection and 
dress parade followed the shooting, Col. Rodney C. Ward in 
command, Exclusive of guards the regiment mustered 579, 
viz., Field, Staff and Band, 48; A, Capt. Story, 74; B, ae 
Barrington, 39: C Capt. Smith, 60; D, Capt . Ferry, 66; E, 
Capt. Fincke, 59; F, Capt. Joy, 65; G, Capt. Williams, 66; 
H, Capt~ Corning, 40; K, Capt. Ogden, 62. After a few move- 
ments Gen. Molineux — with his Staff, and in behalf 
of the Adjutant-General presented a new set of colors. Ad- 
dressing Colonel Ward, General Molineux said ; 

CotoneLt—lIn the absence of the Adjutant-General, I have 
been directed to represent the State in placing in the custody 
of your regiment this stand of colors. It is unnecessary to 

an officer who has served so long and faithfully in the 
Twenty-third Regiment and in the National Guard, of the 
duties which the acceptance of these valued emblems pledge 
you to perform. The Twenty-third iment has well earned 
its reputation for promptness and fidelity to duty, and the 
State of New York has full confidence that the regiment will 
do its duty in the future aa it has done in the past. To your 
charge I confide the colors. 
onel Ward, in his reply, said there was no doubt that 
the regiment would do its duty. Its members would be wil- 
ling to defend the colors with their lives, if necessary, and 
there was not a man who did not take pride in belonging to a 
regiment intrusted with such valued emblems. 

An excellent review followed. The ntation of badges 
succeeded, Major Morris B. Farr to Ist Sergt. W. L. 
Candee the regimental team badge won by him. Major Farr 
congratulated Sergeant Candee on his snecessful shooting, 
hoping that next year he would make as good, if not a better, 

, and complimented the regiment in possessing so ac- 


comp lished a marksman. 

e Silver Medal was mted by Col. Ward to the win- 
ner, ral Frank A. dD), and the marksmen’s badges, 
188 in all, by Major Farr, viz., 13 veteran badges, 49 four 
bar, 66 three bar, 35 two bar and 25 one bar b dges. During 
the presentation, the regiment, formed in a hullow square.stood 
at parade rest. Next ranks were broken, and the companies 


f ed each other in turn to the officers’ room, where Col. 


Ward bade them good-by, addressing one after the other sub- 
go fyi hen I have to tak 

come, gentlemen, wi! ve 6 my 
official . Youare to havea man to succeed me 
—Colonel I have no doubt that you will sustain 
him as you have sustained me. I somewhat regret that the 
regiment has not one thousand members, but an increase 
in membership will come in time. Be attentive to your duties 
aca a pride in the organization to which you be- 
long. 

Ata meeting of the council of officers, of the Veteran 
Corps, and the brigade staff, held previously, Col. Ward 
presented his successor, Col. Partridge, with an elegant pair 
of siver spurs given to him several years ago by the enlisted 
men of the regiment. The evening closed with a dance. 

The 23d has every cause to regret the loss of so intelligent, 
faithful ani efficient an officer as Col. Ward, and at the same 
time equal reason to congratulate themselves that they have 
Col. Partridge to take his place. Under his command there 
is every reason to expect that the regiment will maiatain its 
high reputation. 


TweENTy-sEconD New Yorx.—This command paraded in 
winter uniform for drill and inspection at their armory, West 
14th street, on Friday, December 19, Col. Porter in command. 
The assembly was prompt, and by 8:30 o clock the regiment, 
ten companies, sixteen files, was formed, and handsomel 
turned over to the colonel by Adjutant Harding. The drill 
was commenced with a fev movements in the manual of 
arms, the execution being decidedly poor, particularly at the 
charge bayonet. The men were not steady, while the move- 
ment of hands and pieces lacked regularity. It was plainly 
to be seen that in many of the companies the progression in 
the manual was of the very slowest kind, and that company 
instructors were content to make haste slowly, believing 
that one movement at a time, well done, is rauch better than 
a general smattering of the whole manual, without the 
proper understanding of the motions. A march in column 
of fours was then taken up, in order that steadiness might be 
obtained ere the review. During this march it was noticed 
that the rust of the summer’s inaction had not yet worn off, for 
the step was unsteady, and diotances, particularly in the left 
of the column, of the very poorest description. The non- 
commissioned staff should peruse the closing sentences of 
par. 752, Tactics, and follow their precepts. They would 
then show to better advantage. The marth was continued 
some time, shuffling and shifting always ry ! place in the 
left wing on the wheel into line. After a short rest the 
battalion was formed for review, Brig.-Gen. W. G. Ward, 
1st Brigade, who was accompanied by his staff, being the 
reviewing party. The review in lne was most excellent, the 
command showing to very fair advantage, the present being 
of the best, and steadiness perfect. The passage was also 
excellent considering the limited space, and was executed in 
company and division, step, distances, alignments and 
salutes being all of the finest order. The adjutant failed 
to establish a camp color at the reviewing point, or markers 
to denote the points of changes of direction. At the close of 
the review a few battalion movements were executed, march- 
ing company and division, with an occasional advances by 
wing. The officers were, as a rule, prompt in giving orders, 
but the men were decidedly rusty, and frequent breaks, loss 
of distance, and a jumble of the step were noticed. After 
the final wheel into line, Co. F, Capt. Benjamin Gregory, 
was called to the front and centre, and Lieut.-Col. Belknap, 
on behalf of the staff of the lst Brigade, presented to the 
command a handsome bronze trophy. This prize was offered 
by the staff as a challenge yr to be worn by the company 
in the brigade showing the highest average percentage of 
attendance at all meetings for drill, instruction, and parade 
during the year ending November 1. At the time of the offer 
the conditions were read to each company, but not having 
been impressed on the men, were to a certain extent forgot- 
ten, and it was not until the year’s reports were called for 
that company commanders became actually interested in the 
—— of the prize. The 5th regiment, having for months 

ack suspended drills on account of the unsafety of its 
armory, had no chance; in the 12th but one company (G) 
competed, it having but a fraction over 71 per cent., while 
of those reportin from the 22d, Co. F, was best, with 77 
per cent. Col. Belknap congratulated Capt. Gregory on his 
company’s duty, and although hoping that it would again 
be successful, expressed the opinion that so small an average 
would not again win. The captain, in receiving the prize 
for Co. F, stated that they were surprised at being the 
victors, as no special effort had been made to secure the 
trophy ; but announced that the command who would take 
it from Co. F, must show good duty indeed. The regiment 
was then broken into column for inspection, the companies 
being dismissed at the close of the ceremony. 

The drill in guard mounting announced for January 9 at 
the armory has been postponed to Tuesday, January 13. 
After January 2 drills will held in division movements 
under the supervision of the field officers. 


Twe.rTx New Yorkx.—Like all similar organizations in the 
National Guard, Co. K, of the 12th, has some particular an- 
niversary which it delights to celebrate and keep ever green 
in the annals of the command. Such a celebration was held 
by Capt. Fackner and his company at the regimental armory 
on Monday evening, December 22, though its special occasion 
the Jounnat failed to comprehend. Enough, however ; 
there was an anniversary, and the company were out in full 
force to do it honor. Early in the evening the guests began 
to arrive, and when, at 8 o'clock, the drums announced the 
assembly the galleries of the main drill room were weil 
crowded, while the chairs on the lower floor were all occupied. 
Shortly after 8 Pp. m. the company, sixteen full files, three 
officers, and four sergeants, in full dress, marched into the 
room, and the first part of the celebration was commenced. 
This consisted of a company drill, with manual of arms and 
loadings and firings. The men were apparently on their 
mettle, for from the very first movement the attention was 
marked, and execution excellent. During the several marct es 
step and distances were almost perfect. while the obliques 
were, as a rule, as good as we have ever seen. The move- 
ments by platoons were then taken up, the several changes 
and formations being well and rapidly execated, not a single 
hitch or error marring the work. It would be well, however, 
for the — to remember that on all occasions when taking 
up the double time the pieces should be carried on the right 
shoulder. Example is everything ; and if the right and feft 
guides forget or ignore their duties the men are very apt to 
follow suit. The company was next exercised in the firings, 
the volleys by company and rank and in oblique directions 

ing, as a rule, exceedingly fair. The loading and firing, 
ng, both by company and platoon, were well done, the 
volleys with one exception being most regular. After another 
short march the command was formed in line, and the 
manual executed. Here was the very weak spot of the com- 
pany, the time was poor and execution ragged, while the 
men ——— as though tired and listless from their lon; 
drill. After a short rest this manual was — taken up, an 
was much improved in the execution. The company was 





dismissed at about 10 p. m., the spectators both military and 
civic heartily uding. The celebration was concluded 
with music and . As a whole the anniversary was a 





success, and Capt. Fackner may well feel satisfied that the 
time and labor expended by himself and officers have not 
been wasted. The company proved itself in most excellent 
shape ———— — and — and is a —s the 
regimental organization. ruger was present during 
the drill, _ was observed more than once applauding the 
movemen 


ELeventH New Yorx.—The left wing of this regiment, 
Cos. A, E, F, G and H, were equalized in four commands of 
twelve files front for battalion drill, at the armory, Centre 
Market, on Thursday, December 8, Lieut.-Col. Peter Krager 
incommand. Time has at length been taken into account 
in this regiment, for assembly was sounded at 8 P. m. prompt, 
while first sergeant’s call followed ten minutes later. Un. 
fortunately, however, neither non-commussioned officers or 
men have as yet given over their bad habits, for all were very 
slow, while one sergeant had just commenced calling the 
roll as the last call sounded. The equalization was rapid 
and perfect, but the battalion formation was of the poorest 
description. The third company came on the line ere the 
establishment of the color company, while the commandant 
of the latter seemed to have no knowledge as to which flank 
his company should be dressed. The instructor, however, 
came to his relief, and after much confusion the line was 
established. The colonel ordered this line broken and re- 
formed for the instruction of both officers and men, and the 
second attempt, although not good, was a decided improve- 
ment. A short exercise in the manual, poorly executed, 
commenced the drill, the colonel checking, correcting, and 
assisting the command during the movements. The marching 
of the battalion was steadied after a few efforts, and the 
movements were commenced. The changes from column of 
fours to twos and return, created considerable confusion at 
the outset, but with repeated repetitions were at length 
understood and fairly performed. A march by flank of 
companies, formation of column, and breaking into fours 
were all most creditably executed, officers and men waking 
up to a sense of what they were assembled for. The marches 
ia column were excellent, and although the wheelings were 
anything but perfect, they showed a decided improvement 
on past efforts of the regiment. The best movement of the 
arill was a wheel iato line from a halt. After a short rest 
the manual of arms was again taken up, this time in detail, 
and the men being steadied the several motions were clear 
and distinct, and showed a marked improvement on the 
opening executicn. The attention of the command, with but 
few exceptions. was excelleut, showing a thorough disposition 
to learn; but the number in line was too great for the per- 
sonal observation of any one instructor. The men should be 
formed in provisional companies—not more than twenty-four 
files front—under the supervision of the field officers, with 
captains and lieutenants as instructors, the company officers 
alternating 1n command, so that all would give orders and 
see them properly executed in the same style. This would 
bea great advantage to the regiment, for when on occasions of 
battalion drills men are detailed to new companies many errors 
are occasioned by the misunderstanding of orders, at which 
ofticers are annoyed and men disgusted. The regiment is 
laboring hard to perfect itself in drill and discipline, and 
certainly great strides have been made during the past two 
seasons, yet this marked improvement only shows how much 
more may be obtained by a systematic course of instruction. 
We strongly urge Col. Unbekant to institute a series of officers’ 
drills in the school of the company and manual of arms, so 
that one system of drill, and one only, will be in use through- 
out the regiment. Later in the season theoretical and 
practical drills in the school of the battalion and ceremonies 
would be more readily taken hold of by officers, and ere the 
spring out-door drills we predict a much further improve- 
ment in the command. 


ELEvENTH New York BricapE (BRooxiyn).—Gen. E. L. 
Molineux, commanding 11th Brigade and staff, gave a re- 
ception t> the commissioned ofticers of the command Satur- 
day evening, December 20. The idea of thus bringing 
together the officers in an informal reunion is a very 
happy one, and the success on this occasion was especially 
marked. More than three-fourths of the otticers were present, 
and the utmost c»rdiality and enjoyment prevailed. There 
were so7-gs, concerted and instrumental music, recitations, 
and funny stories, to fill up the time from the assembling 
of the guests until the announcement of lunch at 11 Pp. m. 
The cigars were succeeded by several war songs in full chorus, 
and at five minutes before midnight ‘‘ Auld Lang Syne” gave 
the signal for good byes and hand shaking. A pleasant 
incident of the evening was the presentation by Gen. Jesse 
C. Smith, first commandant of the 11th Brigade, of the 
original order organizing the brigade and the first com- 
mission issued, together with several volumes of the United 
Service Magazine, Gen. Molineux accepting the gift in a 
tew brief but well chosen words. 


Ruope Istanp.—The annual inspection of the militia by 
Gen. Charles R. Denuis began on Monday, Dec. 8th, with the 
4th battahon, composed of two companies of colored troops. 
The arms were found in most excellent condition, but the bat- 
talion as to discipline is far below the standard. The mate- 
rial is of a kind that would make excellent soldiers, but to 
attain any desirable end the companies should be officered by 
white officers; the material then could be moulded into prac- 
tical form and worked to advantage. As itis the officers have 
little or no control over their men, and such a spirit of famil- 
iarity is maintained as to render all discipline impossible. 
Company A, 1st battalion of cavalry, was inspected by Major 
Bradford, of the Brigade Staff, accompanied by Gen. E. H. 
Rhodes, on Dec. 8th. The company mustered their usual 
number and was found in fair condition. 
The Newport Artillery company presented their usual fine 
appearance on Wednesday, December 10th. Their arms and 
State property were found in the most complete order by Gen. 
Dennis, who was received with appropriate ceremonies. 
This was the first inspection since Col. George R. Fearing as- 
sumed command, and reflected great credit on himself and 
ofticers. Heretofore this command have presented a drill 
of the battalion, which was omitted on this occasion. 
Gun drill by a detachment from the company demonstrated 
a good knowledge of the manual of the piece—artillery—elicit- 
ing much applause from the officers from Fort Adams and 
Torpedo Station, many of whom were in attendance. 
Of the Brigade inspections that have taken place that of 
company F, of the 2d battalion, at Pawtucket, seems to be 
ronounced as the best of all. Capt. Charles Rittman paraded 
is command in their armory on Dec. 9th, forty-nine being 
— out of the fifty on roll making up this new company. 
ajor Wm. J. Bradford, Brigade Inspector, made a most care- 
ful and minute inspection, the arms and equipments being 
found in fine order, and after the inspection Capt. Rittman 
drilled his command 1m the school of the company and manual 
to the delight of all present. The general setup and steadi- 
ness of the men; the marching, wheeling and alignments won 
deserved admiration from *Gen. Rhodes, the battalion, and 
other officers present. After the company drill the command 
was divided into three companies and a dress parade was exe- 
cuted in fine style, after which a collation was served, when 
remarks were made concerning the mapagement of the com- 








pany the necessity of a well trained mulitia by Gen. Rhodes, 
1. B. B, Martin, Major Frank 8. Arnold, Surgeon Gotts- 
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chalk, Col. Tillinghast, Gen. Alney Arnold, Hon. ©. B. Farns- 

worth, Col James Davis and Col. ©. E. Chickering. The 

members of the Assembly of this town were much oo 

with the rapid strides the company had made, and will advo- 

cate the coming session an increase of appropriations to carry 

the present law into effect. Gen. Wm. R. Walker presided 

fully as toast master, and the occasion was a grand mili- 

'y and social success, demonstrating the successful workings 

of A new militia act, under which this company was organ- 
ized. 

The inspection of Co. D, Second Battalion Infantry, took 
place at Woonsocket Dec. 11th. Capt. Fred. W. Jencks pre 
sented a command of thirty-seven muskets and three officers, 
and after inspection drilled his company in the school of the 
company. The movements on right and left into line in 
double and single rank, left front into lmne, wheelings and 
alignments, were especially noticeable, and the general set up 
onl exatieg of the men showed that attention had been paid 
to details with excellent results. The arms and State proper- 
ty were found in good order, and the inspection was the best 
in all particulars that this command ever have presented ; 
rapid strides have been made since last year in the tone and 
discipline of the organization. A new black walnut musket 
rack is in process of constrnction, and will prove ornamental 
as well as useful in the already fine armory of this command. 
Gen. Dennis wasic ~~rnanied by Major F. 8. Arnold of the 
2d Battalion in tha rryc-tion. A large number of invited 
guests were prese.: _ company gave an exhibition drill 
on Dec. 18th, notice cf which will appear in next week’s 
JOURNAL. 

The inspection of the Newport Light Infantry, Co. B, 2d 
Battalion, by Gen. Dennis, assisted by Maj. Arnold, was held 
Friday, Dec. 19. The formation of the company was slow 
and irregular, and during the movement the 1st Sergt. in- 
stead of Toonter his piece at carry arms, lugged it as if it had 
been a log of wood. ‘‘ The Manual” demonstrated a general 
deficiency, cadence being slow and position of the piece awk- 
ward. Stack arms was executed in a very slovenly manner. 
The company movements were, however, good. The com- 
pany mustered 40 muskets and 3 commissioned officers. The 
arms were found in an excellent condition. This company is 
well officered, but unfortunately the men do not attend the 
drills, consequently the great falling off in drill and discipline. 
This fact was announced both by the inspecting officer, Maj. 
Arnold and Lieut.-Col. Murtin, the battalion commander. It 
is to be hoped that the New Year will show a marked improve- 
ment. 


Outo.—The 1st regiment, Cincinnati, has commenced bat- 
talion drills in the new armory besides ‘‘ brushing up ” gene- 
rally. Owing to continued ill-health and the demands of his 
private affairs Capt. John A. Johnson has resigned his com- 
mission as commanding officer of the Lyttle Greys, Co. B, 
1st, after a continuous service of almost twelve years. This 
resulted in the loss to the service of another of its ‘‘charter 
members,” and to the Greys of their founder and the 
architect of their success. He has been succeeded by Capt. 
J. Desmond. lately adjutant, who, being from the ranks of 
that company, is well qualified to insure a continuance of its 
fair reputation. 

It has been the good fortune of Judge-Advocate-General 
Daniel J. Hart to have been able to procure the funds and 
to discharge all the obligations against his office, many of 
which were incurred before his appointment. 


CaLtrorN1A.—The Second Infantry has adopted the bayonet 
cross belt, and on future parades will have a vastly improved 
appearance. Capt. Horace D. Ranlett, of the Oakland Guard, 
contemplates applying to be retired ; he has been fourteen 
years in service; ten as a commissioned officer, and for seve- 
ral years he has commanded his company. The Oakland 
Light Cavalry musters a staff, chaplain and surgeon, without 
rebuke from superior authority. 

There are funny courts-martial in California, An offioer 
was arrested July 24—charges were forwarded to Brigade 
Headquarters same day ; a court was ordered oy 8 to meet 
Aug. 19. It completed its labors at one session ; the proceed- 
ings were handed in by the Judge Advocate about the middle 
of October ; the court was re-convened early in October, and 
the case has not yet been made public. 

It is currently reported that Col. Wm. H. L. Barnes will be 
the next Major-General of the N. G., California, and the ap- 
pointment will give general satisfaction. Col. Barnes, in the 
early days of the war, was a member of ths 9th Company, 7th 
New York, and saw some field service as acting aid to his 
father, who commanded a — in the Army of the Poto- 
mac. His record as Colonel of the First Infantry. N. Y. C., 
was excellent, and he has the respect of the whole National 
Guard. 

Brigadier-General P. F. Walsh’s administration of the Ad- 
jutant-General’s office during the pastfour years has been 
most creditable to himself and satisfactory to the National 
Guard. He found the office in rather a chaotic coudition, 
and has straightened it out so that his successor will have a 
comparatively easy task. 

Major R. H. Orton’s assiduous labors are producing good 
results in the Cavalry Battalion, which has marvellously im- 
proved under his careful instruction. 

George H. Strong has been appointed Inspector of Rifle 
Practice on the Staff of Col. O. Woodhams, commanding 1st 
Infantry. He was a member ofthe Creedmoor team, then a 
Sergeant in Co. E, 1st infantry. 

Capt. William Downie, lately commanding Company C, 4th 
Battalion, Mass. Vol. Militia, has accepted the appointment of 
Adjutant of the Second Infantry. He has had ten years ex- 
perience, five in the English service and five in the Massachu- 
setts Militia, and the Second Infantry is to be congratulated 
upon this new accession of strength. 

It seems generally accepted that Governor Perkins will ap- 
point as Adjutant General Major 8. W. Backus, of Brig. Gen. 
McComb’s Staff. Major Backus has been A. A. Gen. of the 
2d Brigade for four years past, and has proved himself to be 
a capable and efficient officer. 

Tue Second Infantry has chosen as its Major, vice Picrce, 
retired, Lieut. Harry T. Hammond, of the Regimental Staff ; 
he is a graduate of West Point, and resigned after a year’s 
service in the Army; studied law with Gen. Wingate in New 
York, and is now practising law in San Francisco. Major 
Hammond was the representative from the California N. G. 
at the first session of the Military Convention of the National 
Guard. 





— Wm. K. AppiesatH has been chosen captain Co. H, 
13th New York (Brooklyn), vice Tienken, resigned. Thenew 
captain has a good record, and is an old soldier. 

— Carr. J. Frep. Ackerman, I. R. P., and Capt. Frank 
Harrison, Co. E, 13th New York, have resigned. 

— THE non-commissioned officers 47th New York will drill 
at the armory December 29, January 6 13 and 20. Lieuts. 
Chas. A. Smylie and E, Walker will conduct the drills. 

— Tse 12th New York will take up division drills the 
second week in January. The field officers will superintend 
the movements. 

— Tue ist Light Infantry, Providence, R. L, will hold a 
grand fair about the middle of January next in the hall of 





adequately furnish their building 


their new armory, to raise fands to enable them to finish and 
— Con. Joun OC. Graves, 65th New York (Buffalo), has | 


offered a oy of $50 to the best drilled company inthe Bee, of the Army, and to which you refer, 
They were published in the Journau of March 


regiment at the close of ihe drill season 1879-80. 

— Tue ist Company Governor’s Foot Guards, Hartford. 
Conn., Major Geo. B. Fisher, will hold its one hundred an 
ninth annual inaugural ball January 7, 1880. The company 
was organized in 1771. 

— Tue 2d regiment Mass. Volunteers has just completed 
the erection of a monument at the scene of one its exploits 
upon the battle-field of Gettysburg. The occasion celebrated 
is the charge on Culps hill, in which four officers and forty- 
one men were killed and six officers and eighty-four men 
wounded, all in the space of about five minutes. The strug- 
gle was hand to hand. . 

— Tue poor 3d regiment, Pennsylvania, knocked and 
cuffed by its own members, and i'l-treated through manage- 
ment on the part of brigade and State, which went from bad 
to that of the very worst, has at last settled down to six 
companies. 

— Tue distinction between the New Jersey and Pennsyl- 
vania troops during the Grant parade in Philadelphia was 
most marked. The former looked solid and steady in their 
winter dress, while the home troops appeared cold and slim, 
notwithstanding their efforts to appear to the best advantage. 
Plenty of time has elapsed since the Pennsylvania Legisla- 
ture appropriated funds for the equipping of the State 
troops, to have had everything required; but like the 
reorganization of last year it hangs fire. Who is to blame? 

— Cou. 8. Oscar Ryper, 9th New York, was formally 
presented with the gold mounted rifle voted to him at the 
7th regiment fair, at the residence of F. P. Earle, December 
23, Col. Clark making the presentation speech. 

— Co. F, 14th New York (Brooklyn), gave its annual re- 
ception at the armory December 22. The exercises com- 
menced with a company drill, including a fine exhibition of 
skirmish movements, after which Col. McLeer reviewed and 
inspected the company. Dancing closed the entertainment. 

— Just before the Board of Supervisors adjourned Mr. 
Dyer offered a resolution (which was laid on the table) calling 
upon the Adjutant-General of the State to disband the Yates 
Dragoons and Birchmeyer’s Battery on the ground that they 
are a useless expense tothe State and county. This is a 
question that has often been discussed in National Guard 
quarters, and there are various opinions in regard to it. The 
matter goes over, of course, but is liable to come up again 
next year. It devolves upon the members of those organi- 
zations to demonstrate their usefulness if possible.-—Syracuse 
Herald, 

— Mas. C. T. CurisTtensen has been unanimously elected 
lieutenant-colonel 13th New York, vice Beadle, resigned. 

— GovERNoR Rosinson has promoted Col. Robert Olyphant 
to be inspector of ritle practice, with the rank of brigadier- 
general, and Col. Philip H. Briggs, assistant inspector-gene- 
ral, to be inspector-general, with the rank of _ brigadier- 
general, 








RIFLE PRACTICE. 


Tue Prone vy. THE Back Postrion.—The riflemen of Great 
Britain have for the past six months been most thoroughly 
exercised on the question of position in practice during the 
annual meeting at Wimbledon, and our contemporary The 
Volunteer Service Gazette, London, has most freely allowed 
the riflemen the use of its columns in their arguments for 
and against the new and old position. In reviewing the 
discussion the Gazetle says: ‘“‘The question at issue is 
undoubtedly an important one, and one which the council 
ought, we think, to settle ex cathedra one way or the other. 
It is hardly susceptible, as some others are, of being decided 
by an appeal to the wishes of the competitors at large. We 
may take it for granted, indeed, that if such an — were 
made, there would be a large majority in favor of the reten- 
tion of the existing permission to use ‘any position’ in every 
contest. ‘Any position’ is favorable, on the whole, to long 
scores, and the greater number of the competitors at Wim- 
bledon naturally want to make long scores, and will favor 
any means which promise well for that purpose. The 
questions which it seems to us the Council of the National 
Kifle Association have to solve in respect to this matter, are 
plain enough, though by no means easy, viz., is it their duty, 
not only to encourage, but also to refrain from doing any act 
which may discourage military rifle shooting?” The several 
arguments for and against are then fully discussed, and the 
Gazette continues : ‘* The N. R. A. was established, and con- 
tinues to exist, mainly for the furtherance of military objects, 
and its governing body are, we unhesitatingly say, wrong in 
adopting or continuing a course of action which can be shown 
to have, even indirectly, a baneful effect upon the practice 
of military shooting throughout this country. The abolition 
of the standing position at Wimbledon was determined on in 
order to attempt to produce greater equality among the 
competitors. We thought, and have always said, that it was 
a mistake. This mistake has led to all positions, except one, 
falling into nearly total abeyance.” In closing the article 
the Gazette advocates the return to the standing position at 
200 yards, particularly in the competition for the Queen’s 
prize, and strongly urges the council to make the change 
before the twenty-first meeting of the N. R. A. of Great 
Britain. 

Among our home riflemen this question of position has 
during the past year been open to much discussion, both 
sides having strong advocates, and so strong were the argu- 
ments in favor of the back position, that the Directors N. R. 
A. allowed the any position in certain monthly matches at 
Creedmoor. Yet strange to say, notwithstanding the argu- 
ments and assertions of those favoring the back position, 
but one or two of the Creedmoor marksmen deigned to use 
it in the mid range matches, while for the short range the 
idea was laughed at. ‘‘The proof of the pudding isin its 
eating,” and if our English cousins find after a perfect trial 
that the back position is not a good system for military 
shooting, we who are but as yet in our infancy should be 
extremely careful as to a change which would surely act as a 
drawback to the riflemen of America. The back position is a 
necessity at the long ranges, but for distances up to 600 
yards the soldier should be taught to shoot with head toward 
the object aimed at, while at the short ranges all practice 
and matches should be in the standing position and from 
the shoulder. 


An immense topographical map of the kingdom of 
Italy, which has been eighteen years in preparation, has 
just been issued by the royal engineer department. It 
consists of 227 sheets, and is the most accurate and de- 
tailed map of the peninsula ever published. 








A meetine of the M. O. L. L. U. 8., Commandery of 
Pennsylvania, will be held at the Union House, 





Philadelphia, Jan. 14, 1880. Final action will be taken on 
the report of the council in regard to delinquent members. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
A. ©. M.—The lines written many years ago B. E. 
oy 

22, 1879: 


Our Army is a motley crew 

In dress and armor, duties too ; 

And each and all I love to see, 

Yet most I prize the infantry. 

In tented field, in ladies’ bower, 

Alike they shine—all fear their power. 
Though other corps are dear to me 
Yet most I love the infantry. 


The engineer, with science cro’ 

In action traces out the ground. 
Artillery at a distance play, 

And dragoons at times do clear the way. 
A skirmish sharp, a pistol shot, 

The quick retreat in rapid trot, 

The foe advances, light and free. 

Who meet them now but infantry ? 


And see that ant host move on ; 

Their bayonets glitter in the sun. 

Onward it holds its glorious way, 

Though death shots madly round it play ; 
Their comrades slain. their banners oa 
Those noble hearts still proudly form. ” 
And hark ! a shout! 'tis victory ! 

Who would not love the infantry ? 


F. F. asks for innformation concerning terms of enlist - 
ment in the Navy. ANswER.—Write to Navy Department, 
Washington, D. C., for full particulars. From your descrip- 
tion you would seem fitted for service in the Navy. 


Brevet.—We doubt much whether there is anv decision 
from the War Department which now holds good, which 

rmits officers having brevet rank—even if daly assign d 

y the President—to wear (on duty) the uniform or tole 
addressed by their brevet rank. Sections 1209, 1210, 1211, 
1212 of the Revised Statutes is all we have to guide us in 
this matter. The officers at the War Department absolute’y 
ignore any decision of the Department authorizing any officer 
assigned to duty according to his brevet by the President, 
to wear the uniform of, or to be addressed by the title of his 
brevet rank. They say that any such decision would be con- 
trary to law, if any such were ever made. 


J. P. A. asks as to “the weight of rifle and charge of powdr 
of the Peabody-Martini rifle mentioned in the “Soudan as 
pe ome geet — : ——— average weight 
of the rifle is 8. > We of c 6 85 grains ; wei 
of bullet 80 grim. ee 

O. A. M. asks if a lieutenant in the Revenue Marine can te 
transferred to the Navy? What is the pay of officers in the 
Marine Corps? Is there any book published on Naval Tactics; 
if so, where can a copy be procured? Would you advise a 
young man to enter the Revenue Marine or the Marine 
Corps? ANnswEeRr.—We presume competent authority could 
make such a transfer, but we cannot recall an instance. A 
colonel’s pay is $3,500 a year; major’s, $2.500 a year; cap- 
tain’s, $1,800 a year ; first lieutenanc’s, $1.50 year; second 
lieutenant’s, $1,400 a year. Commodore Fo Parker’s 
‘Naval Tactics under Steam,” and others. Apply for infor- 
mation concerning works on Naval Tactics to D. Van Nos- 
trand, publisher, Murray street, New Yurk city. Either 
branch is good. 








Tue Work or THE GartiiInc Guyn.—A letter from 
Lima, describing the defeat of the Peruvian army at 
the heights called San Francisco, says: The earthworks 
were defended by a strong Chilian force, plentifully 
supplied with Krupp field pieces and Gatling guns. 
Here Buendia committed the error which has cost the 
allies the best division in their army. Instead of 
making a detour, which he could easily have done, and 
thus compelling the enemy to descend to attack him in 
the pampa at the rear of the hill, or submit to having 
his communications with Pisagua cut off, Buendia gave 
the order to charge up the rugged hill and carry the 
works by storm. The attempt was antly made. 
Three times the shattered regiments which had under- 
taken a feat which it was impossible to perform were 
compelled to fall back to reform, leaving the hillside 
thickly covered with their dead and dying who had 
fallen in masses before the Krupps and Gatlings long 
ere they could make their rifles tell. At length at 
nightfall Buendia determined to retreat, and then it 
became apparent that his authority had disappeared, 
together with whatever prestige he had before enjoyed, 
and that the men whose lives he had so unwiodly 
imperilled during the day were now determined to 
think and act for themselves and to disregard all general 
orders, even if an atteuupt were made to enforce them. 
Naturally enough horrible disorganization ensued, and 
what might have easily enough been an orderly retreat 
became a frightful rout. Some went one way, some 
went another. But all sought the same end. Some 
hamlet or town, some oasis in that desert of rugged hill 
and salty arid plain, where water might be procured, 
if not provisions, and thus enable them to sustain life 
until the first fright of defeat having passed calmer re- 
flection might enable them to determine the wiser 
course to pursue under the circumstances in which they 
were | eee Perhaps no body of men were ever yet 

laced in the position in which this fleeing wreck of 

uendia’s army found themselves ; and, perhaps, when 
the full truth becomes known it will be found that no 
— proportionate mortality has occurred to any 
orce since Napoleon’s retreat from Moscow. 








Joxine with AN ENGLisH SUBALTERN.—As soon as 
a subaltern joins his regiment he is submitted to a course 
of practical jokes, ill-treatment, and bullying all round, 
to which he must offer no or his career will 
bea short one. For instance, a few years aman 
named Royd joined his regiment, and on his first even- 
ing among his new co es was ‘‘drawn ;” that is to 
say, he was visited in his room during the small hours 
of the morning and ordered to go down into the ante- 
room forcourt-martial, the charge against him being that 
he had risen from the dinner table while an officer senior 
to him remained sitting. Royd, being of huge stature 
and gigantic strength, stoutly resisted, and eventually 
picked up the largest man in the room, carried him out 
to the landing, and dropped him over the baluster on to 
the flagged passage below. The effect was magical; in 
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an instant all the hubbub was hushed, and the injured 
man was raised. Fortunately the result was nothing 
worse than a sprained ankle and a severe: ely bruised hip. 
He took it Daa E quietly, and merely looked up at Royd, 
who was stan near, and said coolly, ‘‘T’ll have you 
out for this.” Very possibly the new comer did not 
think much of the thiest, but his career was virtually 

over ; at every hour of the day and night did he have 
cause to repent that hasty action, and during the autumn 
manceuvres of that year the climax came. It was in this 
wise: On a pouring wet day, or rather night, he had to 
visit the pickets, and as, for some reason, he had no 
horse, was compelled to do the rounds on foot. On 
coming in after a tramp of some miles, thoroughly 
soaked and tired out, he was ordered to visit yet another 
out-lying picket, six or seven miles away. Then was 
his tormentor’s opportunity ; he would not permit him 
to take a troop horse, though he himself was riding. 

Tired, cold, and wet, this young subaltern reach the 
picket ; something went wrong, as did his temper, and 
be swore at one of the men. This fate was sealed. His 
senior immediately put him under arrest, and he was 


Prorgssok NORDENSKJOLD’s recent Arctic expedition 
has led him to the following results the prac- 
ticability of a commercial route along the coast of 
Northern Siberia: 1. That a voyage from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific Ocean, along the coast of Siberia, may 
frequently be made in a ion weeks by a vessel specially 
adapted, and manned with experienced seamen, but that, 
so far as the conditions of the Siberian Polar Sea are at 
present known, the entire route can hardly have any 
practical importance for trading purposes. 2. That there 
are no obstacles to commercial traffic through the waters 
between the mouths of the Ob and Jenisei and Europe. 
3. That in all probability a sea- between the 
Jenisei and Lena, and between the Lena and Europe, 
as a trade route is, also possible, providing the out and 
homeward voyage be not undertaken in one summer. 
4. That further researches are requisite before it can be 
decided whether the waters between the mouth of the 
Lena and the Pacific are available for mercantile navi- 
gation. The experience already collected shows, how- 
ever, that steamships with heavy implements and other 

not easily to be forwarded by land or sledges, 
may at any rate ~ from the Pacific to the Lena.— 


reer the Hi Minister of Defence, in justifi- 
cation of the bill which is to be brought before Parlia- 
ment for the maintenance of the present establishment 
of the Army of the Empire, that the establishment 
of the Russian army (to be completed in 1894) 1s, exclu- 
sive of irregular troops, but including reserves, 2,289,- 
000; of the French army (to be completed in 1892), 
2,723,000 ; of the German army, 2,004,300; of the 
Italian army (to be os in 1892), 2,024,290, and 
of the Austrian army, 1,194,318. Notwithstanding this, 
aud although at the present date the Italian army estab- 
lishment is 1,375,300, or 180,000 more than that of Austria, 

there is a strong agitation in Italy for an increase of the 
inilitary establishments. Austria-Hungary, however, is 
so little alarmed by this agitation that she has made a 
temporary reduction in her regular army of 13,925 men, 

which will cause a saving of 1,375,000 florins in the 
military budget. At the same time, the government, 

in view of the fact that the establishment of the Austrian 
army is smaller than that of Russia, France, Germany, 

and Italy, does not consider it desirable to effect any 

permanent reduction of the establishment, which it pro- 
poses to retain for the next 10 years at the present num- 


told by the colonel that he must send in his papers or 
undergo trial by court-martial. 
regiment.— London Society. 


Of course he left the 


London Standard. 





Tue AUSTRIAN. Army.—It appears, from a report 





reserves. 


bers of 800,000 regulars, 299,318 landwehbr, and 95,000 








APPLETONS’ PERIODICALS. 


THE 
POPULAR SCIENCE MONTHLY 


CONDUCTED BY 


E. L. and W. J. YOUMANS. 


Tue Porvtar Science Montuty has been often 
pronounced by first-rate judges *‘ the best periodi- 
cal i: the world.” This is b it rep 
the most valuable thought from the most ad- 
vanced scientific men of the age in all countrics. 

Its articles and abstracts of articles, original, 
selected, and illustrated, give accounts of all im- 





ARMY OFFIERS CAND ENGINEERS 
Will be int ted in ding the (illustrated) 
account of the DRAINAGE SYSTEM at West 
Point, by Lieut. C. P. Mates, Fourth Artillery, 
in the Dec. 15th issue of 


THE SANITARY ENGINEER. 


An account of the YELLOW FEVER Discussion 
before the American Public Health Association at 
Nashville, by Col. Geo. E. Wantne, Jr., is also 
valuable. 





The Sanitary Engineer 


tablished in 1877. and is now in its third 





portant discoveries and applicatious of sci 
that are of ceneral interest. 

Its pages will also be found faithfully to repre- 
sent the progress of scientific ideas, as it affects 
the higher questions of human interest, euch as 
those of the statesman, the philanthropist, the 
jurist, the financier, the educator, the divine, the 
artist, the historian, and the social reformer. 

Prominent attention has been given and will be 
given in these pages to the various eciences which 
help to a better understanding of the nature of 
map, as affecting all private, domestic, and public 
relations-—in short, to the comprehensive science 
of human nature. 

Tue Porputar Science Montu cy is adapted to 
the wants of thooghtful, inquiring people. It is 
addressed to the intelligent classes of society, but 
treats its topics in a popular style, as free as possi_ 
ble from technicalities, and suited to the capacity 
aud-tastes of general readers. 

Its fifteen volumes now issued form the best 
Popular Science Library to be anywhere obtained, 
and it is the intention of its managers in every 
practicable way to increase the interest and value 
of its future nambers. 


Terms : Five dollars per annum ; or, fiity certs 
per number. A Club of five will le sent to any 
address for $20.00 per annum. 

The volumes begin May and November of each 
year. Subscriptions may begin at any time. 


APPLETONS’ JOURNAL: 
A Magazine of General Literature. 


Arpcetons’ JouRNAL is devoted to literature of 
a sterling and general cheracter. Fiction occu; ies 
a place, and Descriptive Papers appear; but large 
place is given to articles bearing upon Literary 
and Art Topics, to discussions of Social and Poli- 
tical Progress, to papers addressed distinctly to 
the intellectual tastes of the public, or upon sub- 
jects in which the public welfare or public culture 
is concerned. 

It is the growing habit of the leading minds in 
all countries to contribute their best intellectual 
work to the magazines and reviews ; and, in order 
that AppLeTons’ JoURNAL may adequately reflect 
the intellectual activity of the time thus expressed 
it admits to its pages a selection of the more 
noteworthy critical, speculative, and \»rogressive 
papers that come from the pens of these writers. 


25 cents per number ; $3.00 per annum, in ad- 
vance, postage included. A club of five will he 
sent one year for $12.00. ‘‘ The Popular Science 
Monthly” and “ Appletons’ Journal,” together, 
$7.00 per annum (full price, $8.00.) 

The volumes begin January and July of each 
year. Subscriptions received for any length of 
time. 

D. APPLETON & CO., Publishers, 
549 and 551 Broadway, New York. 
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volume. The aim of this journal is to ENLIGHTEN 
THE Portic concerning Public aod Personal 
Health, House Drainage, Ventilation, Heatine, 
and Ligh tin Its articles on all technical enb- 
jects are eit ther prepared or revised by experts, 
and no pains or expense are spared to ensure ac- 
curacy and fairness in its etatemente. 


Regular Contributors: 


dw. 8. Philbrick, C.E. Geo. E. Waring, Jr., C.E. 
Pref. H. Morton, Ph.D. Robert Briggs, C. 
T. O'C. Sloane, Ph.D. Dr.J.S BP ilings, U.S A. 
Dr. Steph. P. Sharples. Prof.W. E.Watson,Ph.D. 
Prof.Chas. F. Chandler. Wm. E. Worthen, C.E. 
Questions are solicited from persons seeking 
information on any of the subjects treated by this 
journal, which will be answered through its col- 
umné, WITHOUT CHARGE, when they are of gencral 
interest. 
Iseued on the Ist and 15th of each month. Sub- 


ecription price, $2 per year: $1 for six months ; 
single copies, 10 cents. For sale 5, i enterpris- 
ing new lers. Published at 140 William Street, 


New York. P. O. Box 3037. 


OLD CUARD 


Military and Civic Reception, 
THURSDAY, JAN. 15, 1880, AT THE 


ACADEMY OF MUSICt. 


TICKE?S, admitting a Gentleman and Ladies, 
$5 -to be had from the members of the Battalion 

Boxes from BRITTON, Treasurer, 27 
Wall street, and every even ng at the Armory, 
211 Fourth Avenue. 

¢2~ Diplomatic Corps, Officers of the Army 
and Navy and Members of the Nitional Guard 
wre requested to appear in full uniform. 
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DUCK CLOTHING ESPECIALLY 
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canvas any color and lined with any de- 
sired material. 

Hunting Suits, Tents, &e. 
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Harper’s Magazine, Harper’s 
Weekly, and Harper’s Bazar: One 
copy of either for one year, Postage Prepaid by 
the Publishers, to any Subecriber in the United 
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prepaid by the Publishers. Club Rates to Army 
and Navy: Six copies of either periodical for 
one year, $20. 


3” HARPER'S CATALOGUE, comprising 
che titles of between three and four thoneand 
volumes, wili be sent by mail on receipt of Nine 
Cents, in P stage Stamps. 

HARPER & BROTHERS, New York. 


Officers of the 
ARMY 


We are making a VERY 
large Reduction in our rate 
of discount for Cashing Offi- 
Send for state- 





cers’ Pay. 
ments. 
Interest paid on deposits. 


J. H. SQUIER & C0., 
BANKERS, 


Washington, D. C. 
Holiday Goods at Kaldenberg S. 








Meerschaumg >» CIGAR 
PIPES, HOLDERS. 
Amber Goods, 


Chains, &e. 
—ALSO, MAKER OF— Y 


IVORY COODS. 
Toilet Sets, Combs, Paperfolders 
Puff- boxes, Hair Brue er, &c. 
&c Tortoise shell Combs and 
Goods of all kinds. 

PeaRL SHEtis, painted and 
plain, in immenee variety. 

Repairing in all its branches. 


paancher, | BACH HOUSE, Broadway. 


Branches, ) JOHN ST , cor. Nassau. 


F. J. KALDENBERC. 





—— 


MA BIE ee & BARD, 


GOLD SENS, HOLDERS, ETC. 
0 Broadway, 


Send for Illus:rated Price Liat ew York 
THEO: bONR: 28, rang syert 


turer of of Accordians of the 
very newest construction, 





Violins, Zithers, Guitars. 

Music Boxes, one, and 
——— on Books. 

large assortment of 





Vioxsex, Augusta, Maine. 








and repaired 


DREKA 


Fine Stationery, Engraving, 
liluminating and Die Sinking. 
Invitations and Visiting Cards 


FURNISHED IN ASUPERIOR MANNER. 
Samples and Prices on Fine Pa- 
pers sent on application. 
1121 Chestnut St., Phiiadelphia. 





ARMY AND NAVY OFFICERS 
Requiring any kind of 


STATIONERY, 


PENS, INKS, ACCOUNT BOOKS, ETC., 
Should send their Orders to 
CORNWELL BROS. & VOCLER, 

487 BROOME ST., NEW YORK’ 
g2 Books and Blank Forms Ruled to Order. 





PETROLEUM JELLY 


VASELINE. 


The most valuable family remedy known for 
the treatment of wounds, sores, culs, 
skin diseases, rheumatism, chilblains, catarrh, 
hemorrhoi: 


hoids, etc. 

Also for Coughs, colds, sore throat, croup 

and Diptheria, etc. 

Used and approved by the leading physici- 
ans of Europe and America. 

The toilet articles mactifrom 
pure Vaseline--such as P de, 
Cold Cream, Camphor ice, and 
Toilet Soaps—are superior to any 
similar ones. 

mv ETERINARY Vv: VASELIN 


tance known 

cure of yo and diseases of horses. 
pecific for Scratches. 

Grand Medal at Phila.—Silver Medal at Paris. 


BADGES 


AND MEDALS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
Designs furnished free on application. 

Address Cc. *. WILKINSON & CO. 

5 iesapeer, New York. 

Ge Send for Iastrated Catalogue. 


LIFE INSURANCE. 


New ENnGtand Muruat 


Life Insurance Company, 
OF BOSTON. 

Sutenent Sirs Year Hnding Dee. 31, °77. 
tal income $2,862,282,08 


‘or the 














endowments, utiors <a 
GIL, GIN. cc ceccceccssees 06:0 2,437,100.26 
Total cash assets, as per In ce 
Commissioner’s r See ee 14,466,920.53 
Total ee + ae do. io. do. do. 1, 


This Company insures the lives of Officers of 
the Arm 7 and "Navy without extra premium, 
in warfare, which 


oy if f hot pala at the 
tnvalidate the , but will 

beat a is. upon it. 

New Policies issued 1,871. Terminated, 1,665° 

The Directors Annual Report, containing a 

eguiek an oa, together with the resuits ut 


pe investigation of the Ineu Commissioner 
of Massachusetts can be obtaind@ at the 


Office of the Company, 


Post Office Square. 


BENJ. F. STEVENS, President. 
JOS. M. GIBBENB. Secretary. 


MANHATTAN 
LIFE MISURANCE Co., 
No. 156 and 158 Broapway, New York. 
Assets, $10,096,000. Divisidle Surplus, $1,758,98. 
HENRY STOKES, Prest. T. L. SALSEY, Secy. 
mat — and ve Rave yor Weil 


Established co. wi 4.62, wis 208 wel = 














Dec. 27, 1879. 


ARMY AND NAVY. JOURNAL. 


417 














FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


A Berlin despatch to the Pall Mall Gazette says: 
‘Intelligence from St. Petersburg represents that sever- 
al officers of the artillery and engineers have been ar- 
rested charged with complicity in the recent Nihilist 
attempt on the Czar’s life at Moscow. The Winter Pal- 
ace is now illuminated all night with the electric light as 
@ precaution.” 


Ir is believed that an English select committee will re- 
port in favor of a change from muzzle to breech-los.ding 
guns, thus rendering obsolete the immence store of 
heavy guns now in use or in store. The muzzle-loaders 
may still retain a place in shore batteries. 


Tux details of the recent Chilian victories recall the 
marvellous struggle of Pa ay for four years, against 
the overwhelming forces of Brazil and the two eastern 
republics. Chili, with a population of 2,116,778, is beat- 
ing out of the field the joint forces of two States, each 
of which exceeds her in numbers, Bolivia having 2,324, - 
150 inhabitants, and Peru 2,699,945. 


A NEw boot and legging (the ‘“McDonald”) has been 
recently issued to several British regiments for trial, and 
is well spoken of. It consists of a pair of short Wel- 
lingtons, 8in. high, with straight soles 4in. broad, with 
leggings, which are loose, pulled on over the trousers, 
pushed down over the boot, and kept from shifting by 
a strap under the knee. The boots, not being “rights 
and lefts,” may be changed daily, so as to ensure their 
wearing equally, and not being trod down to one side. 
They last three times as long as the boots hitherto sup- 
plied. The boot is said to be the invention of Lieut. 
General Sir James Alexander. 


A Frenon military paper furnishes some curious sta- 
tistics, showing the manner in which paper effectives 
melt away. It says that when the war with Austria 
broke out, the French Army, according to the Moniteur, 
was 639,000 men strong, and yet it cut but a poor figure 
in Italy, as far as mere numbers are concerned. In the 
first place, the conscripts who joined the army in June, 
1859, and who had to be clothed and drilled must be 
deducted—73,000. Then there were 68,000 men in 
Algeria; 7,200 men occupying Rome; 84,000 men engaged 
in the Gendarmerie and the Administration; 72,000 men 
in the various depots; and 20,000 men garrisoning the 
forts along the frentiers. Therefore, 320.000 men were 
not disponible ; and out of an army of 639,000 men, only 
229,000 entered Italy. But it must not be supposed 
that all these men fought at Solferino and Magenta. In 


Prince prageteen, which was despatched to Tuscany, 
which took no part in the fighting, and which repre- 
sented 23,000 men. Then the detachments left be- 
hind at Alexandria and Brescia consisted of 13,000 men, 
while 8,000 men, under the orders of General Wimpf- 
fen, were told off to blockade Venice. In addition to 
this, the reserve of Artillery, Engineers, etc., represented 
7,500 men; the division Hughes, which only reached 
Milan on July 10, was composed of 8,000 men; there 
were 26,000 men sick or missing; some 30,000 men be- 
longing to the Reserve looking for their regiments, and 
a depot of 6,700 men at Genoa. Thus, out of 639,000 
men, only 229,000 got across the Alps, and out of those 
229,000 men only 122,700 saw any fighting. There were 
only 107,000 Frenchmen engaged at Solferino. 

Tue proposed changes in French uniform do not 
find much grace in the sight of the Avenir Militaire, 
and it would really seem as if all French gallantry weuld 
depart for ever, if the present shako, the national shoe 
and gaiter, and the famous pantalon rouge were 
touched. When 

Roland the Just, with ribbons in his shoes, 

made his appearance at the Tuileries, the Lord Cham- 
berlain considered all was lost; and there are people 
who still affect to believe that the French piou-piou 
would never be able to hold his own on the field of 
battle, if accoutred in helmet and boots, and breeches of 
a less showy color than those now in use in the Line.— 
Army and Navy Gazette. 

TueE two 100-ton guns ordered by the Italian govern 
ment were sent off by Messrs. Armstrong on the 20th 
November. 

Tue celebrated monastery at Mount Athos, in Mace- 
donia, has lately, a Greek paper states, been besieged 
by an unusual number of applicants, who were anxious 
to quit the world and its vanities, and live in retire- 
ment. It was, however, soon discovered that all, or 
nearly all, of these would-be penitents were Russian 
officers; and the Porte having been informed of the 
fact, expressed considerable surprise and some anxiety. 
Tue Committee of Naval Architects at the St. Peters- 
burg Admiralty is engaged, we learn from the London 
Hazaminer, preparing designs for a fleet of ten gunboats, 
of the ‘‘floating gun carriage” type, for service in the 
Black Sea. They will not differ materially from the 
gunboats that have just been constructed in England 
for China, except that the armament will consist of 38- 
ton instead of 35-ton guns. 

Ir is reported that the Prussian government intends 
to purchase the Duke of Hamilton’s stallion Lollypop 





the first place, there was the 5th Army Corps, under 


for ‘‘ cavalry breeding purposes.” 


| Tae new “cat,” of which 250 have been issued to 
the British navy, is very like its dreaded , 
but has no knots in its nine tails, which are made of 
strong whipcord. It has a short handle covered with 
green baize, and is altogether a weapon capable, when 
wielded by the strong arm of a boatswain’s maie, of 
inflicting very severe punishment on the back of a 
delinquent. 

From Berlin it is announced that the German army is 
to be increased—the artillery by 348 guns when on a 
peace footing, and 522 guns in war; the infantry by 
eight regiments, and the cavalry, engineer, and marine 
divisions in proportionate degree. The annual con- 
scription is to be raised to 175,000-—an increase of 30,- 
000—in order to supply this extension of the military 
system, and Bismarck is in favor of disarmament ! ! 


Arter a while the waters which surround the British 
isles will be sufficiently well planted with Whitehead 
torpedoes. They are as festive as school boys and as 
unwilling to submit to control. The Minotaur having 
had the misfortune to lose several, although some have 
since been recovered, an inquiry has been held at Ports- 
mouth, to ascertain under what circumstances the costly 
weapons disappeared. 


Tue London Times states that ‘‘Col. Lovell, R. E., 
who, accompanied by Lieut. Hussey, proceeded to 
British Columbia a few months ago, »y order of the 
Imperial authorities, in order to examine and report 
upon the condition of the defences there, has now re- 
turned. He considers Esquimault untenable in the event 
of an attack by hostile vessels, and recommends the 
erection of certain defensive works at Nanaimo, which 
is the coaling station of the British navy in the North 
Pacific. Lieut.-Col. Strange, R. A., Dominion Inspec- 
tor of Artillery, visited British Columbia at the same 
time on behalf of the Canadian government; and the 
understanding is that in the event of the Imperial gov- 
ernment erecting the fortifications and placing the ne- 
cessary guns in position, the Dominion government will 
undertake the maintenance of the defences, and will 
raise a corps of artillery to garrison the...” 


Tux Committee of the English Parliament on Indian 
Military Reorganization intend to recommend the for- 
mation of a local European army, the existence of 
which was, says the Army and Navy Gazette, an offence 
against sound principles and the discipline not satisfac- 
tory. 

Or the 872,616 men forming the Austrian army, 273 
in every 1,000 are Germans, 177 Magyars, 470 Sclavs 
(of whom 191 are Czechs, Moravians, and Slovacs, 90 





Ruthenians, 76 Poles, 47 Croats, 36 Illyrians, 34 
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Servians), 71 Roumanians and 9 Italians. The Teutonic 
element is most abundant in the artillery, and least so 


in the cavalry, while the Magyars belong chiefly to the 
latter branch of the service and the light infantry. 


Tne unitorm, etc., worn by the Prince Imperial at the 
time of his death in Kaffirland has been found. It con- 
sisted of a patrol jacket, riding-breeches, leather waist- 
cout, shirt, belt, revolver, an ammunition pouch with 
twenty-one rounds in it, and a small bag with some coins. 
All the clothes, except the breeches, were pierced in 
front with numerous assegai holes. The revolver is 
smashed. It appears he was wounded first by an assegai 
thrown from a distance of about ten yards. He em tied 
his revolver at his enemies, who closed too quickly to 
allow him to reload, so he shied his revolver at his 
nearest assailant and drew his sword to defend himself. 
The Prince’s watch has not yet been discovered. The 
Zulus deny ever having seen it, and it is wonderful how 
any of the white men escaped at all. The Zulus report 
th:t they discovered them approaching long before they 
reached the kraal. Before they had off-saddled the 
Prince and his party were hemmed in on two sides and 
affairs were brvught to a climax by the Basuto discover- 
ing the Zulus in the long grass. Had it not been for this 
none would have escaped. The Zulu stated that the 
Prince’s horse bolted and broke away as he was trying 
to mount. 


Tue corps of skaters, a force peculiar to the Norwe- 
gian army, has been lately reorganized and consists now 
of five companies each of 110 men, which in time of war 
can be reinforced by calling in 270 skaters belonging to 
the landwehr. The men of this corps are armed with 
rifles, and can be manceuvred upon ice or over the snow 
fields of the mountains with a rapidity equal to that of 
the best trained cavalry. A messenger despatched from 
Roeraas at 3 o’clock in the morning arrived at Drontheim 
at half-past nine in the evening of the same day, having 
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Tas Pall Mali Gazette that the Turkish navy 
com 15 r ari ships, three coast-defence 
monitors, and five armored gun-boats, besides some 
smaller monitors designed for service in the Danube, 
and 45 unarmored steamers of all classes. The princi- 
pal of these, the Messdijé, is 8,950 tonsdisplacement, has 
12 inch armor, and carries twelve 18 ton and two 
ton guns; engines, 7,910 indicated horse pawer ; 8 + 
13.74 knots. Next comes the Vussratijé, a bark-rigged 
frigate of the broadside, central battery type, with 12 
inch iron plates, 7,920 tons, carrying 10 12} ton guns, 
two 64 ton, and six smaller pieces. Next to the Vuss- 
ratijé, but far inferior to her in fighting value, come the 
four sister ships, the Adzizie, nie, Mahmudie, and 
Osmanie, all of 6,400 tons displacement, and all compa- 
rags | old ships, having most of them been launched 
in 1864, and are consequently both of far less structural 
strength and far Jess efficiently armored than the more 
newly constructed ironclads described above; while they 
are armed with only one 12 ton and 15 6} ton guns each. 
The Assar-i-Tefvik is a smaller, but a newer vessel than 
any of the four last mentioned ships, and is only 5,687 
tons displacement, is protected with 8 inch plates, and 
carries eight 12 ton guns. The Feth-i-Bulend and 
Mukademme-i-Hair are again smaller, but more recently 
constructed ships, and are sister vessels, each of 2,760 
tons displacement, with armor 9 inches thick and an ar- 
mament of four 12 ton guns. The remaining ironclads 
of the Turkish navy are all of from 2.000 to 2,500 tons 
displacement, are armored with iron from 4 to 6 inch 
plates, and armed with four 12 ton guns. 








Tne ‘St. Nicholas” hotel, of New York, competes 





favorably with all its rivals in these essential points, 
magnificent cooking, close attention to the wants of 





consequently accomplished 120 miles in 18} hours. The 
course of the skater was downhill the whole way. On 


guests, wm og J furnished rooms, and a profusion of 
all the modern conveniences and appliances wherewith 


the return journey the same man took 54 hours to reach | the guest is saved every trouble and effort. The rates 
Rveraas from Drontheim. 


are very moderate withal, in accordance with the hard 


| — and the throngs of visitors attest how much these 
ngs 


are appreciated by the public. 








Mr. M. J. Dovenerry says: Pittsburghers all smoke, and 
no class of in the world know better what to smoke or 
where to get it. Those who have never tried his “ Little 
Buildere” or *‘ Gatling Guns” ci should at once remit 
$2.00 for a hun and they will never smoke anythi 
else. Other brands ing in price from $2.25 per hun 
upwards. Postage paid. tisfaction guaranteed. 


Horace GREELEY once and truly said that a man who is 
liberal in advertising is also liberal in trade, and he recom- 
mended people to patronize such firms, We have had the 
advertisement of the ‘Collins Metal Watch Factory at No. 
335 Broadway” in our columns for a number of years past, 
and we understand that they have done a considerable trade 
with the Army in their class of goods. They have been in 
the watch making business in this city for the past fifteen 
years. They also supply watch makers and jewellers with 
tools and materi:ls. Their advertiseinent in another column 
clearly representa the goods they have for sale. Their 
price list gives information in regard to their business, and 
explains how to obtain goods in their line at low figures. 














BIRTH. 


Greenz.—At Washington, D.C., on the 18th Dec., WaRnwick 
GREENE, 80n of Lieutenant and Mrs. Francis Vinton Greene. 


DIED. 


[Brief announcements will be inserted under this head without 
charge. Obituary notices and resolutions should be paid for at 
the rate of two cents a wurd, unless it is intended to leave the 
question of their insertion to the discretion of the Editor.) 








F111s.—At the residence of his uncle, John Hewston, Jr., Ala- 
meda Co, California, Dec 10, Augustus Van Hoante, only son of 
Anna W. and the late Col. Henry A. Ellis, U. 8. A., aged 11 years. 

Barry --Sudden y, at her residence in Buffalo, on Wednesday, 
Dec. 17, K.tHarine W. Barry, wife of the late brevet Major- 
General Burry, U. S, Army. 











R. H. MACY & CO. 


14th St. and 6th Ave., 
THE CENTRE OF ATTRACTION 


HOLIDAY DISPLAY 
DOLLS, TOYS, 


AND 


FANCY GOODS 


EVERY DEPARTMENT IN OUR IMMENSE 
ESTAB ISHMENT OFFERS UNUSUAL AT 
TRA TIONS TO THOSE LOOKING FOR 
CHKISTMAS GIFTS. 


MAIL ORDERS WILL RECEIVE SPECIAt 


AKE : WILL BE FI Bi) PROMPTLY AND | and quality, at the lowest prices. Our assortment is very extensive, including varied 


Cc 
tHIPPED ON ANY DATE DESIRED. 
designs in 





REED & BARTON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


SILVER-PLATED WARE. 


Possessing the advantages of over half a century in manufacturing, employing 
only the highest skill and talent, using only the most improved Machinery in every 
department, we are enabled to produce goods of the most artistic design, finest finish 


R ACY & C 
e H. MACY 0. COFFEE, TEA, DINNER, DESSERT AND WATER SETS ; 





Lord & Taylor, 


New York, 
(ESTABLISHED 45 YEARS.) 


ALL ARTICLES FOR LADIES’, MISSES’ 
and CHILDREN'S WEAR, in the moet Svason 
able Fabrice, alwaye«n hand. Ladies’. Misees’ 
and Children’s SUITS and DRESSES. Silke, 

oods, Shawle and Wraps, Cioske, Cor- 
sets, Laces and Lace Goods, Underwear, Hosiery. 
Housekeeping Linens, Buoys’ Clothing, Round 
Hite and Bonneis, Boots and Shoes for Ladies 
aod Children, &c., &c.; in short all that is ne- 
cvssary for Personal Wear or Household Use. 


RECEIVERS, 


ALSO, 
GENTLEMEN'S FiRNISHING GOODS, iu 


sary to a Gentleman 6 Outfit, 

*,* Samples sent by mail to any address 
the United States 

2 Vur Goods are first-class. We fiii oiders 
exactly and to the interest of purchasers, and 

uarantee all purchases to be satisf:ctory to 

ayers, We invite orders, convii ced that a first 
trial wil) insure us the reguiar custom hereafter. 

Orders fur Gouds to be accompanied by the 
money; or Goods sent by express, C. O. D. 
Where the remittance is too large, we alwaye 
retarn the difference. 


Broadway and 20th-st., ) 
Grand-st.,cor. Chrystie, /N. Y. 


TUREENS, 


FRUIT STANDS ; ENTREE, VEGETABLE AND BUTTER DISHES, 
SPOONS AND FORKS, CUTLERY, ETC.; 
ALSO A GREAT VARIETY OF FANCY ARTI- 


CLES, SUCH AS CARD-CASES, CARD- 
JEWEL BOXES, CHILDREN’S SETS, 
PIECES, ETC. 


Highest Premiums awarded our wares wherever exhihited : The World's Fair, 
New York, 1853; American Institute Fair, New York, 1838 to 1878 ; three awards 
splendid variety, embracing every article neces- | at Centennial Exhibition, Philadelphia, 1876; and the only prize for Plated Ware at 


International Exhibition, Chili, 1875, was given to us. 


Salesroom, 686 Broadway, New York. 


FACTORIES, TAUNTON, MASS. 


FOR SALE BY DEALERS EVERYWHERE. 


ORNAMENTAL 


F, J. HEIBEKUER, 
{my & Navy Merchant Ta’tor, 


535 15TH ST., opposite U. 8. Treasury, 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 





JOHN EARLE & CO., 
Army and Navy Tailors, 


Two aoors above the “ Old South,” 
No. 880 WASHINGTON STREET, 
BOSTON, M°*SS. 


H. P. PAETZCEN, 
122 CHRYSTIE ST., New Yor, 


MILITARY CLOTHING. 


OFFICERS, NATIONAL GUARD, AND 
BAND UNIFORMS. 














FRITSCH & CGRIEB, 


ARMY AND WAVY TAILORS 


No. 1518 Crestwot STREET, PHILA, 


CAKE AND 





Excellence With Econumy. 


CEO. EVANS & CoO., 


ARMY & NAVY TAILORS, 
182 NORTH 5TH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


Established 1824. 


JACOB REEDS SONS, 


CONTRACTORS, 
MANUPACTURERS OF 


| ARMY, NAVY, 
|National Guard, 


AND 
| BAND UNIFORMS. 
255, 801, 303 and 805 South 2nd Street, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


R. H. HUTCHINSON, 
35 Union Square, N. Y. 

















THOMAS MILLER, 
1121 Broadway, New York. 
(Cor. 25th Street,) 
Pajamas, Men’s Fine 
Furnishing Goods, Shirts. 

aioe fz paver White Castor, $1.50 
Military | usdreseea Weite Kid, One 
Ba'ton Extra Long Wrist, $150 
Gloves, | Xsss"spesuhy tor aes 8 
GOODS SENT BY MAIL OR EXPRESS. 
ft Aes SILT aOR PCE 
ISLAY in CaaS 















Hanry Provsa (looper, 
CAILOR MD) IMPOREER, 
299 Firep Avenva: 


{Tish clothe apectaly 


J. B. ACKERMAN, 


MERCHANT TAILOR, 
No. 712 BROADWAY, 
New York. 


CONTINUES TO FURNISH FIRST CLASS 
ARMY, NAVY, AND CIVILIAN CLCTHING. 


DOUBLE SEAM SHIRT. 
OUTWEARS ALL OTHERS. 
Refers to West Point Graduates. 

Price List and Directions Sent. 


WHITMAN SADDLE. 


Office, 102 Cuamprrs St., New York. 


SADDLES, BRIDLES, BITS and STIRRUPS, of 
the Regulation pattern, or Saddle trees, furnished 
to Officers on Special Terms 
k. E. WHITMAN 
U. S. Army (Retired.) 











Nochese, SS sirs, so ‘ = 
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Tnitorme, from the finest ng | so. ae Ore eestmted C 
for the purpose. and Patenxw. Il 


imported 








W. L. Waren, Teacher of Guitar, Finte, ornet. 
i] ‘vhid (aue Seat and tHach Kolding Agt.for Tilton Put.Guitar,the beacin use. 
~ 5 he Chairs, @ different Patterns, Folding Dealer in Musical Instruments, Music, 
; : r s, Bed Couirs,S.ttees’ Strings. Catalogues free. La Tremout St. 2. 


Canal at, NY. M 
irculars ™ 





ont tion New Guitar Mu.ts every month 
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